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INTRODUCTION, 



WnfiN the innocency or guiltiness of mental 
error is the topic to be discussed, it might 
seem n^ost suitable to address thi&tolume to 
infidels in general ; dnce their err'ofs seem the 
vrideet. To single out Socinianism may apr 
pear to be inTidk>u8. Should stich an idea 
arise, it may be riglrt to state t!he reasons of 
this specific challenge to such as* deny *the 
peculiar doctrines of the gospel; the ak>ne-» 
ment of the SaTtour, and that oh Avhich the 
efficacy of his atonetoent rests, his Deity. 

infidels are nol Ukely to read any thing 
which is Mrritten ato^i^ly in favour of doc* 
trines which they ar& in the habit of treating 
with scorn ; especially, as Revelation, the 
ground on which chey must be defended, is 

B 



^^i 






2 INTRODUCTION. 

completely reiiised by them. Such would not 
feel the arguments here brought forward, nor 
are these pages likely even to come in their 
way. But Socinianism, although it sinks 
sometimes to almost the same base level by 
explaining away the Scriptures, yet professes to 
treat them with reverence. Socinianism, too, 
lies nearer at hand : its partizans mingle in our 
families possibly, or in our assemblies; they 
meet our eye more often, and affect our feel- 
ings more closely. Indeed, if determined So- 
c^nians are as unlikely as rank infidels, either 
to meet with this endeavour, or to pay it 
attention seriously, yet, there are many only 
veering that way, only beginning to tamper 
ydil\ these erroneous notions, whp are not so 
far gone as to refuse all instructioQ, or to take 
offence at a kind remonstrance. 
. Of these hesitating persons there is 3till some 
hope ; and as the persuasion that mental error 
cannot be sinful, is the chosen excuse with 
them in their vacillations; if such are not 
already determined, if thpir boast of being 
open to conviction is not a vain delusion, . per-^^ 
haps these reasonings may meet attention, and 
by divine blessing may become /efficacious in 
giving them wholesome alarm. Jf erroneous 
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notions can be proyed to have deep guiltiness 
attaching to them, some will reason less bold- 
ly, and may. be brought to that humble 
state of feelings which will be conducive to;, 
their walking in the paths of truth. 

That this sort of contrast is iit exact accord- 
ance to Scripture, may be seen by referring to 
that famous passage, Heb. x. 28, 29, where the 
apostle states the exact case: ^^ He that de- 
spised Moses' law died without mercy, under 
two or three witnesses : of how much sorer 
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son 
of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an un- 
holy thing, and hath done despite to the Spirit 
df grace ?" a description of Socinianism, as ex- 
act as can be ; and put in contrast too with the 
profligate despiser of that law of ten command- 
ments, which was given by Moses at Mount 
Sinai. 

It is no ungenerous slander, therefore, to 
compare Socinianism and profligacy together ; 
for this is already done to our hands by the in- 
spired penman. And it possibly may appear 
in the course of this disquisition, that however 
offensive at the first this statement may seem, it 

B 2 



4 INTRODUCTION. 

is nothing but the literal and melancholy 
truth, that such mental disviotions are deeply 
guilty, and that the accounting them innocent 
is a great delusion. If so, our ^ideavour to 
point out this delusion, and guard against 
such a destrucidve danger, may ^ring from a 
kindly feeling; as the remonstrances of the 
physician in a hectic ease, his injunctions^ 
warnings, and prohibitions, are only enough to 
put the patient in fear, and urge to measures of 
recovery, vrfaile the possibility of recovery yet 
remains. 



CHAPTER I. 



. THE OCCASION OF THIS COHPABISOV. 

■ft"- 

It cannot but have occurred to persons at 
all interested in such senliments, to have found 
the remonstrances of godly parents met by 
such a direct comparison—*^ Why, mother, if 
I were becoming a drunkard you could not be 
more alarmed than you seem to be, because I 
am gaining rather more liberality in my no- 
tions than you have been accustomed to. 
Thank God I am no profligate. I have too 
much sense and common decency for that !" 
This sort of challenge is fearlessly made ; is 
very powerful in its binding influence on the 
mind which is beginning to sweiTe from the 
truth ; and while it can be appealed to, is sup-^ 
posed triumphantly to settle the point. 

It is quite a common notion to consider 
moral delinquency as far more abominable than 
any theological error. This suits with the self- 
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complacency of the worldly mind. The ac- 
count given of many a one is, " He is a worthy 
creature as ever lived, kind hearted, and will 
do any one a good turn ; to be sure, now and 
then, when h|||.is in a passion, he swears; but 
he would not hurt a worm." The oaths, and 
the passion from which they proceed, are 
thought to weigh but littl^iigainst the ster- 
ling value of honesty and gdia fellowship. He 
who shall scrupulously keep himself clear from 
the illicit fascinatioo^f female beauty, prides 
himself on his freedom from gross contamina- 
tion ;' while he, by choice or carelessly, min- 
gles in the company of scomers, can join in 'a 
sneer against the precisely godly, or eyfen enjoy 
some infidel position, some maxim established 
expressly as an attack upon the Scriptures of 
divine truth, and the peculiar doctrines of the 
gospel. 

The true statement in this case does not ar- 
gue much in favour of the judgment thus 
given. It goes on this principle, that sins 
against men are very vile, but sins against 
God are but trifling and venial. When men 
venture to pick and choose among sins, it i» 
ever found that they pass over the first table 
aiid fasten upon the second. Their seltlove 
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makes them think filial disobedience a great 
crime ; ^ robbery, adultery, theft, and murder, 
ofiences of a deep dye* And so they are. Yet 
if self love did n6t hold the scales, would not 
sins against our heavenly FatbM be accounted 
most atrocious ; would taking his name in 
vain, which he will not hold guiltless, be 
esteemed so mem a trifle as it is ? ^^ If I am a 
Father," says w^ '' where is my honour ? if I 
am a Mastcl!|F where is my fear ?" He appeals 
herein to our own feeli^s ; but is not the ap- 
peal made in vain ? "^ 

Surely it is fair at least, to say, " These things 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 
other undone." By the highest authority it is 
settled, that the first commandment and the 
greatest, is, ^*to love the Lord our God with 
all our heart, and mind, and soul, and strength." 
That which requires us to love our neighbour 
«s ourselves, how like to it soever it may be in 
importance, holds but the second place. 

A worthy creature blaspheming his Maker ! 
Surely common sense revolts from such a junc- 
tion. Yet it is seen every day^ and to question 
Its propriety would subject one to all the 
hard names of bigotry and puritanical precise- 
ness, which the bigotry of latitudinarian pre- 
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ciseness ^s eY^r inveated. Th^e i^ a day 
c^ji^ing when the scales will be poised in a 
more eqtiitabl^ manner; when its not being 
^jdone to me, will condemn the best senrices, 
aiKl doubly cwiiegin all those foiged^lnesses 
of Ood which mep would fiUn hold as a 
trifle* 




£!yep Un^se who make pr^P^on of religion 
are apt tP be influenced in a sjiqliar maiinei^ 
The .clo9^ ^uUiTiatipn^ religious duties is supi- 
posed to be religion. Tet it is pf^n connected 
with,, nay, ijt sprii^s from, a denial of the grand 
doctrine of scriptjaral religiou, the atonement 
Sujc^h pj^rspns^ are shocked at open vipe, but 
drink in insinuations against the Redeemer's 
specific character without hesitation. They 
reprobftte the swearer, and would not dare pro^ 
fane their Miak^'s naiD% and derogate from his 
honour by.Oa^hs and bla^hemy ; yet they cau 
explain aWay all that belongs to the statement 
of his being the Lamb of God which taketh 
aw^y thei sin of the WQcld : a process which^ 
TeiU his honours much mor^, ajid aimf to put 
behind from the penitent's' cofHemplation^ him 
whom Ood bath set forth as a propitiation for 
sin. 
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To Steal from a fellow creature would be 
esteemed a great crime ; but to rob the Media- 
tor of his crown passes for a trifle. Should it 
besaid, they tio not regard it as a robbery, the 
case is butliMe altered, as the fi^fl remains the 
same,, they do rob him. AU the work of re« 
demption is reduced by them to his giving us 
some excellent nmnl precepts : aU the humili- 
ation of it is stnrto the levd of a common 
martyr ; and Mithe exaltation consequent upon 
its succeesful perpetratioOi is greatly reduced 
by those .who would stnre it with him, by 
their own uprightness, or claim the better half 
by i90vks of benevolence, usefulness, and high 
esteem ttmong their fellow mortals. Self-righte* 
ousness and Christ's righteousness cannot as- 
similate in the work of justification.' Such as 
will advance their own pretences will find their 
claims resented with those of the pharisee ; 
vTfaile: ititay a more .grossly guilty publican 
shall 9eek$ and find,. mercy. 

Socinians ^ are ; especially forward*, in thes^ 
proceedings. : They undermine the- Saviour's 
throne, and even openly cast contumely on his 
royal pretei»ions. Can this be borne with by 
him who will not give lite glory to another? 

B 3 



10 THE OCCASION OF THIS COMPARISON. 

These let their minds completely loose in their 
speculations on the most sacred subjects. They 
reason ^th most unreasonable familiarity and 
flippancy conceiTiing those things \vhich angels, 
as unable t<K comprehend, hunAly desire to 
look into. Angelic spirits veil their faces in 
their wings, and dare not contemplate some 
subjects, and some personues, esteemed by 
them, divine. High are thefnable to soar, like 
the eagle towards heaven, and gUlfe at meridian 
splendours which are too bright for mortal eyes. 
The bats, indeed, who only can bear twilight, 
sneer at the sun; hating those beams which 
they are unable to bear, avoiding and contemn- 
ing a brilliancy which offends their weak 
organs. Shall we take the judgment of these 
purblind reasoners concerning the nature of 
light, or the tnagnitude of the solar orb? 
Even this would be prudence compared With 
the conduct reprobated. We would rather 
wonder at the hardihood of ignorance, or stand 
aghast at the temerity of determined spleen. 
We'know what would be the consequence, 
should the whole race of bats venture at noon- 
day to attack the sun, or even resolve with 
their "filmy wings to hide his brilliaincy from 
the world which he.80 gloriously illuminates. 
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If the Scriptures come froin God, if holy men 
of old spake and wrote as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost, iit seems but reasonable that 
men should bow to such authority. As they 
were sent t#instruct us in things which reason 
could not find out, their. declarations might be 
received as final. A word from God mi^ht be 
allowed to sett^any point in debate. With 
many the ScripcBss are so received, but not by 
Socinians. Tl|ey resist in two ways. One is by 
such' hyper criticisms as would not be sufiered 
in any other case ; they endeavour to explain 
away the obvious sense of such passages as do 
not square with their preconceived notions. 
Another is, that when passages cannot, by even 
such management, be brought to speak as they 
would have them, they deny the divine autho- 
rity of the part, or of the whole book ; deny 
the divine inspiration of the penmen, and refuse 
to take their testimony, if it opposes their 
favourite principles. " He that believeth setteth 
to his seal that God is true; but he that be- 
lieveth not maketh God a liar." Is it possible 
this cian be any thiiig less than a sin ? Is not 
this truly a great oflfence? Will it n6t sink 
in the scale of iniquity, below taany a coihmon 
vice, in the grossn^ss 6f its malignity ? 
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To such lengths may the bold mind go, 
yhen it takes up the principle that there is na 
harm in doubting; no moral evil in denying 
the plain-statements of God's holy vvord. 
This is with them a favourite mm^m. Well 
it suits that pride which is the consequence, 
and the proof of our fallen state. Satan, the 
lost spirit) suggested a doiibt to oar first 
parents, ^^ ye shall not sur^pdie," and by it 
ruined them for even The habit' of doubting 
is, under that same influence, perpetuated. It 
W not conceivable th<^ in. heaven a doubt 
should be entertained) for one moment, coiu> 
ceming any statement made there by the divine 
parties. Seraphs would receive such declara- 
tions with the profoundest* respect. They 
might not clearly comprehend it? full meaning, 
and might desire to -pry into it, as .a sacred ex-* 
erctse Of devout intell^« - But to say we donH 
bdlieve what we do not compi*ehend, cannot 
be supposed of those holy beuags. That i^ the 
sole imfoledce of earth ; iieil can ecarcely be aup< 
pOied to contain one single doubter i many are 
thcre^Who'once doubted^ but tl^ey, ate now con% 
viBiced ibat'tliiBreia harm in doubting. They feel 
that everlasting misery has ihm been brought 
upon them; whelh^ sinners of mankind, oi- 
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rebellious angels ivho haTe left their first estate. 
They are aware too^ that there cannot be a 
more seductive bait: to a proud heart, than a 
doubt of divine testimony ; nor a j[nore opera- 
tive leaven 4d corrupt the vrhole mass of rea- 
soning, feelings, and blinded conduct. Such as 
could not at first be perverted to gross immo- 
rality, irill easily yield up^ their, self-sufficient 
imaginations to^#i idea so flattering; while 
they comfort themselves in their supposed in- 
nocency, because they do not sin against men, 
they only sin against God. Delusive, distinc- 
tions I this ' ought to alarm them still more, 
as being the more hazardous evil. 

It vrill be no wonder if the young are pecu<* 
liarly^ liable to be thus drawn aside. •' The ig- 
norance: of youth facilitates the - barefiMsed 
temptation ; kni the imtural self-sufficiency of 
that boiisterous age prompts them to catch' at a 
notion which seems 4o snap Che shackles which 
were found galling- to their rampant appetites; 
and to give then), and^ the name of liberty, a 
licentious Tan§iB overall the regions:of possible 
and impossible supposition* If once >.they begin 
to pint a sysljem of divide procedure, they do 
nor scruple to put ^n deity the shackles they 
have just cast 6fi; Their presumption goes the 
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length of telling him, he has much mistaken 
the matter ; and that their superior reason can 
dictate how he ought to act towards his own 
creatures. Awful intrepidity ! And can this 
be thought all the while an inno^nt specula- 
tion? 

. The young are at first shocked at open vice, 
if they have had an education tolerably care- 
ful, and specially if they hape been trained in 
the paths of religious profession, and restrained 
from the ways of insolent viciousness. . This is 
well, so far as it goes* But, when this exemp- 
tion from gross debauchery is perverted to a 
proud confidence in their own powers, and 
rises to a determination to think for themselves 
without reference to the guidance of divine 
revelation; then it leads one to say, their vir- 
tues have been their ruin ; and to recollect what 
the.Saviour stated: concerning some in his day, 
blinded by their own pride, in a way some- 
what similar z '^ Publicans and harlots go into 
the kingdom of heaven before you." 
' To say that the young are often careless of 
their creed, is surely not saying any thing. to 
their honour. In any matter of philosophy or 
politics, it WQuld.be thought disgraceful, as it 
would be knovm to be ruinous. Such careless- 
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n€8s would be blamed, as a proof of a mind 
vain, indolent, pr^udiced, or foolishly bold. 
Can such a mind be othenvise than blameable 
in religion ? 

" Carelessness will possibly be a term rejected 
by those who thus jthink for themselves, as they 
proudly call it. But is it not careless to ven- 
ture upon forming an opinion without well 
examining all its bearings ; all that has been 
laid down as ascertained data^ in this case, by 
the wise of former ages ?^It is true, in philoso- 
phy, the wise have erred egregiously ; no man's 
notions ought to be taken' on trust. Newton 
proved this,* and confuted Des Cattes. But he 
examined his system first, and then what he 
said against it had some weight. 

Can a statement of similar caution be made 
concerning such as plead for the innocency of 
mental enx)rs in'religion ?Have they examined 
the Scriptures? have they found I'eason- to 
doubt the facts recorded^ of have they disco* 
vered by experiment the fallacy of any divine 
declaration- made in. the case of sinners who 
need salvation ? Far from it : these ar6 the very 
pfersdtts Who have never studied, perhaps have 
very partially readj the sacred Scriptures ; they 
have not even examined the evidences of their 
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divine inspiration* They rather pride them-* 
selves OQ condemningin the lump all. which 
these sacred reooids reveal*; and despise a sen* 
timent, however beautifoUy or reasonably ex« 
pressed, the moment they discover; it to be a 
text of Scripture. This is nqt mere careless- 
ness, but determined opjposition. Can this be 
innocent f . - 

If the young : are peculiarly liable to be 
drawn aside to such conduct, may it Bot b^ 
hoped, that an attempt to exhibit the dangers 
of it will be listened to i Or will the s^lf-con- 
ceit and hasty determination of that age, be 
found sufficient to make them set argument at 
defiance, and spurn all expostulation? Ifrso^ 
this can hardly be the result of serious, well-* 
con^dered 'iconvictipn ; but rather of a con- 
sciousness that their notions will not bear ex*- 
timination ^ and a f^ar lest the gay loqse conn 
duct, founded <m those opinions, should 1^ 
proved da^gerous; and a suspicion .that their 
actual state before Qod \s hopeless^ upon such 
wiKgue and ill supported principles. Surely it 
i»wor^i v^hile for anyi^ to examine, if sdl that ia 
nioH important is. secure or not; , If they are 
rigl^t, the examination .will: be -satia&ctory ; 
and if wrong, it may save them from ruin. 
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With many, we find, the statement that 
menial error is Yental, passes as an undeniable 
axiiMB. On any doubt of this being expressed, 
a couplet fr&BEk Pope (bat a poor divine) is 
quoted, as settling the point coAchisively :•«- 

^ F«r isodes of ftidi let furious bigots ifiglit. 
His can't lie wrong whose life is in tke r^t.'' 

H^e it is taken for granted, that a life is in the 
right, if a man is just, and especially if he is 
benevolent, to his fellow creatures ; as if its 
i^gard to mflm were the only criterion of our 
conduct, and its regard to God were absolute^ 
ly nothing. Yet it is evident, that the princi- 
ple ^f action^ the motive, is often the exact, 
nay the sole measure, of excellence or malig- 
nity. The preaching of Clhrist may seem to be 
a good aotion ;- yet many preached him out of 
contention, hoping to add to Palil, who was in 
bonds, an additional affliction. This base 
motive made the c<mduct bfiae. It is taken foi* 
granted, too, that if one has any concern for 
diviiie truth, one must be a furious bigot. 
Whei^s^ an iearnest desire to found right con- 
duct upon' right principles is not bigotry ; nor 
is a maii tiecessarily furious because he is ih 
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earnest. It is taken for granted, ^too, that 
bigotry can only be on one side. There are 
bigots to unbelief as* well as to faith ; to modes 
of scepticism, as truly as to modes of believing. 
And perhaps not less fury may show itself in 
those who clamour against religion, as hai'sh 
and severe. Men may be uncharitably urgent 
for charity ; and oppressively insolent for free- 
dom of thinking. They, would confine this 
liberty to themselves, which is the very princi- 
ple of bigotjry, and in its most hateful, because 
most barefaced, form. 

Those who wish to consider mental errors as 
venial, maintain that a man cannot believe as 
he pleases, or as he wishes ; that he cannot 
force his mind to think what he does not think. 
»Now this is greatly a false statement, and so 
far as it is true, it is not to the point. It is a 
false statement ; for these very persons do form 
their faith, at least their notions, according to 
their wishes. They wish to have their minds 
left quite at liberty to embrace what notions 
may suit them, and therefore maintain, that 
any error in their opinions cannot be sinful. 
They wish to have the notions they thus form 
true,' and therefore adhere to them at all events. 
They form to themselves in imagination a god 
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^ 'according to their wishes, altogether such a 
one as themselves ; because any other notion, 
any scriptural representation of the divine 
Beingj would control their reason in a way 
th^r pride cannot bear, and curb their passions 
so as sensiial indulgence dislikes extremely. 

They maintain, that believing any statement 
depends upon the evidence concerning it pre- 
sented to the mind. Now this is in part true ; 
evidence must be presented. Yet it is in part 
&lse; because, whatever evidence may be pro- 
duced, if the mind will not examine it, t)T even 
look at it, the most weighty arguments can 
•have no avail. Weakness in the visual organ, 
may prevent our discerning what is plainly set 
before us ; and a wilful closing the eyes takes 
place frequently when we suspect that what is 
to be seen will be disagreeable to us. The dis- 
position of the mind has therefore much more 
to do with our actual believing than the mere 
quantum of evidence. The perverseness and 
obstinacy. of the will are extremely influential. 
All these points involve guilt, and make the 
efror so held to be deeply criminal. 

It is '^ with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness ;" while therefore a heart of un- 
belief operates in a man, he will not believe on 
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the Saviour^ let the eridence produced be what 
it may. Prgudice forma a principal ingredient 
in unbelief; but prejudice supposes there has 
not been any suitable examination; the 
opinions formed, under this influence moGft 
likely are erroneous, and so far as they are so^ 
the error must incur guilt. 

If prqudice cuid pride, wilfulness and sai^ 
-Bual appetites, are innocent, then the opinions 
formed under the influence of such principles 
may be innocent also. But the affirmative in 
this case can hardly be supposed; and if. 
asserted and defended, it -will only prove the 
evil to be deeper than is suspected by the par- , 
ties, and beyond the power of mei'e evidence, . 
how bright soever, to remove. 

The notion of mental error being venial) is 
full of evil influence on the mind in many. ways. 
{t takes away all fear of error, and aet^. the 
mind loose from every bond which might engage . 
it to carefulness in its reasonings upon religi? 
ovs subjects. That hold which the revelation 
of divine truth ought to have is weakened^ . 
The mind feels at more ease without such 
shackles, and is soon induced to shake tl^n^ 
o£ When they have thus forsaken the word Ojf 
the Lord, what wisdom i3 in them ? 
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If mental error is held to be ¥enial, as donbt- 
ing^ seems to be ratumal to a half informed 
mmd, doubts mil be raised, and pursited, far 
beyond due limits. The acurave imagination 
^Mes into the enemies' country without per- 
oepdon rf the fact, o£ course without suspicion 
of the danger. One doubt leads to another, as^ 
tratly as one truth demonstrated leads to the 
ascertaining fresh principles. When one stone 
in the fbundation k removed, or even loosened, 
the next on each side becomes less able to sus- 
tain the weight of the superstructure, and, are 
the incaudoufi schemer is aware, he may bring. 
the whole upon his head. This exercise of the 
reasoning powers, when disjoined from revela- 
tion, which is ow only guide, must wander; 
like the kite loosened fcbm^ the string, it soon 
flatters and ftlls. 

Il must require great powers of mind to rea- 
son on even the common topics of religiouy 
without some guide, some first principles, as 
fixed data. But are the young, in general, 
pefrsows of such high taients that their crude 
conceptions may be safely taken oh trust, as 
they themselves cling to them? It requires 
nni(^ knowledge of what haa been said, and 
thou^t, and Written upon things metaphysical, 
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!to enable any one io comprehend even, much 
more to decide upon ideas^ the iemisof whtckf 
are s(^arcely definite. But are doubters persoifis^. 
of such wide and appropriate erudition and; 
ripened judgment? It seems to need greal 
freedom from prejudice, passions, and sensual 
appetites, to weigh the pro and con for any^ 
common restriction or general duty; for im-i 
portant prohibitions and ^lf-den1als,. aod for 
exhortations .to painful and humiliating' duties 
especially. But -are persons in the hey-day of 
rampant feelings qualified for such judgnlenibd?, 
Some guide, some fii*st jprinciple, nay some-aii-t 
thoritative injunctions, are most cotoiAonly 
found absolutely necessaiy with such. Doubts, 
are easily raised when inclination objects ; th^i 
are not readily solved, even if the judgQieilt' 
perceive the truth, when the feelii^s are clfMaaor*: 
ous against the verdict. Cogitation may in such 
cases be: called reasoning the case, and dispu-. 
tation' may assume . the name of discussidn;* 
but ^e probability is, that erroneous tiotliond; 
will be formed and received by acclamation as^ 
first principles of conduct. • 

The deterioration of mind under the influx* 
ence of error acce|)t^' and allowed, must be- 
rapid. If men can once think, though ilfiiCbe 
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heart only, there is no God, soon will it be 
said, ^^ Corrupt are they, and have done abomi* 
nable deeda*^' A suspicion only (for proof it 
cannot be), that there is ho hell, or that that 
state of. torment i^ not eternal, will soon be foU' 
lowed by such sensual indulgencies as natur- 
ally lead thiUier. If the denunciation of ever- 
lasting misery, as the consequence of sin,. can* 
not restrain- the sensual mind from illicit plea- 
sures, the taking away that dread, or explain- 
ing the statement so as to mitigate it to a man's 
own fancy, must be expected to let. loose all 
the passions, and iiivite or urge men to gratiii-' 
cations so agreeable to their depraved natures. 
While on the other hand, every such indul- 
gence prepares the mind to wish some^ other 
Scripture doctrine not true. This wish is half- 
way towards the overthrow of any disliked no- 
tion. 

If this is the natural effect of error, we had 
need be on our guard against it. We had need 
guard the young especially, who are not apt iqn 
suppose themselves in danger. They take no 
alarm at a pro(:eeding which seems to be only 
* the regular exercise of their ratipnal facul- 
ties. A challenge to some act of iniquity 
would shock them, but a challenge to dispute 
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upon, some paint which God has inhis word 
estabUshed, would not seem to be so dangisr-^ 
oas, unless the mind be already deeply imbued 
with reversnce to the word of God. That 
God has so statddit, to gaide our fiith, if 
allowed^ is yet not felt as any very powerftd 
hindrance to discussion. Even where the at^ 
tempt to invalidate his statement might, seem, 
gross/ yet the endeavour to prove it correct 
may a^^ar to be even pious ; although our 
buttresses, though intended to support divine 
truth, do indeed deform it ; and are more apt 
to press it out of the upright than strengthen 
its foundation. 
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CHAPTER tt 



tH^ snis WHICH AHE thu^s to he coupared 

CLEAjlLy STATED. 



There 18 often much deception in general 
terms ; it is in all cases vrorth while to under- 
istand. distinctly whait it is we object to, and 
wherein exactly the delinquency may consist. 

In the present ^ase, die deepest tuipitude of 
profligacy may be brought forward, if occasion 
require, without any {bar for ihe result of the 
argument. ^Certainly, if this malignancy of 
brutal or sotiish iniquity will, wten compared 
with mental error, appear the lesser evil; ^l\ 
slighter sinsy all the more common deviations 
from rectitude and decency, may well endure 
the trial. • We have no need to specify trifling 
ca^ in order to make tb^ contrast good. 
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If it be asked, << What do vre mean by the 
the term profligacy ?" the answer, however 
painful, is not difficult to give. We may in a 
single sentence describe it, as breakii^ the 
second table of the law of Moses.' 

It is this second table which enjoins our va- 
rious duties to man, which seems to be most 
prized by such as professedly r^ard Gh>d the 
great lawgiver; the keeping of which seems 
most meritorious, and the breach of which ap- 
pears to be most outrageous, to such as com- 
monly weigh actions in their own partial ba- 
lance* It contains a long base catidogue of vi<Ses. 

Here we see rebellion against patents appear-^ 
ing as the hiiteful beginning of the black list of 
crinleSi -Every heart, every parental heart 
espe<[^iaUy, rises with indignation agmnst such 
unnatural atrocity. Wrath, injury, murder^ 
mi^ well be expected to follow such beginr-* 
nings ; and the mind revdlts from the bloody: 
contemplation; Should the bodily appetites 
plr^vail^ rather than these passions of the miiid^ 
sen^ipM indulgence and lasciviousness, destruc- 
tive tbs all the sweet chariUe^ of life, vtlt defile 
and deferoi the conduct ; rwiU render the inan'a 
n^ind a bvothel^ his speech contuminaucm, and 
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kb ^r^ neighbovThood ptstiferoiii, loathsome, 
and dangerous. 

Where prdfit rather than pleasure allures, 
theft and rapine^ on a smaller or larger scale, 
may be expected. Robbery, which every one 
for his own sake abhors, becomes common and 
destructive. Lying, and every species of base 
deception, aid in other vices; till good neigh- 
bourhood ceases, and men become suspicious 
even of their most intimate associates* While 
these immoralities defile the conduct, the evil 
source of them all is pointed out in the corrupt 
heart; this is fiiUof evil thoughts, and covetous 
desires after every thing which is our neigh- 
bour's. So that no amendment, no cessation, 
no gleam of hope even, remains, to qualify the 
fearful expectation, or remove any of the deep 
shades which, blacken the picture. It is an evil 
heart has turned man aside; they have loved 
their idol lusts, and after them will they go. 

Were we describing brute beasts, we might 
say of some they are bloody, of some they are 
insidious, of »Qme they are unclean ; yet each 
has a nobler feeling, a something like excel- 
lence, as a balance ; and no one of them has all 
these hatefiil qualities in one. When speaking 
of men, vre may unite them all in their most 
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virulent d^giee;; and ofien wkhout any &vour. 
able quality to balance. 
, li'is in breaking this: second .table thai the 
examples of profligacy, and its hatefiilaess, will 
be expected. Men are themselves injured by. 
jev^y breach of these; their self-love nrnkce 
thefti:deeply conscious of these enormities, and 
rouses their detestation of crimes and criminals 
.so .flagitious. Breaches of the first table are 
passed over slightly, as of smaller turpitude. 
It is here, in what touches ourselves, that 
our apprehensions are all alive, and the bolt of 
.our indignation most ready to fly; a strong 
proof that our judgment is partial, that our ba* 
lance is uneven* 

It is true that the sinner breaks both if he 
breaks either. Yet the calculation of enormity 
fixes here,, as it were of course. Immorality 
holds her court among these ruined fragments ; 
skulks beneath unseen turpitude^ or boldly sits 
upon the base of some desolated command, 
glorying in shame, even hurling defiance at him 
who raised the lovely structure ; and who in- 
scribed over it, ^' Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself." 

If, on. the other hand, it be required to state 
what is mental error ; it may be described in 
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short, as the bolding fidse notions concerning 
religion, eq>eciaUy in its essential points. Cer- 
tainly we may aUow, that some errors in points 
of faith are of less magnitude^ because of 
less evil efiects. We might indeed, as we 
know bat in part, fear, that none of ns are ftee 
irom such opinions as have no real foundation 
in the Holy Scriptures. The most enlightened 
of us iiHll find, on entering the world of spirits, 
that not only the half was not told us, but, 
that we did not half understand that portion 
which was actually revealed. 

Mentid error therefore, in the black view we 
are taking of it, may be well confined to the 
essentiid points of divine truth; such points 
aa sdate to the way of a sinner's salvation : 
sa^ errors concerning these, as actually hinder 
the soul of recernng divine mercy, and keep 
the heart shut against him who kindly stands 
at the door, and knocks, promising salvation to 
those who cordialTy admit him. That tort of 
error which does not prevent repentance to- 
wards God, and fkith towards the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 'may be ranked 'with our infirmities ; 
and although the holding these errors may bq 
very criminal, and their efiects very injurious, 
and although i( is at all times important that 
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we hold all the truth of God, and do not Test 
conient with any falsehoods ; yet it i» 'chiefly 
against those errors .which in so balefiil a 
manner foster unbelief, that we wish this alarm 

I 

to be spvinded. Ihese are most didionoorable 
to Godj and most injurious to men. These are 
held the^ most oflfentively, and triumphantly, 
by such as exalt themselves a^rainst the Lord, 
wd against his anointed. These sink dee^ in 
the scale of iniquity ; and may, if thoroughly 
examined, appear to have in them a malignity 
of sin more deeply devilish, more hateful to 
God, than those more gross immoralities, and 
sensual vices, which yet drown mai in destrue> 
tion and perdition. 

* ^o prevent mistakes, and to fix the culp»» 
bility on the right persons, it may be proper, 
therefor^, to specify mare muiiutely those errors 
which must be deemed essenlbl ; because they 
belong to that turning pcwt of character, 
« What think ye of Ghrifct ?" 

'Now the grand truths of the gospel range in 
two.classe8,<^ Thou bast destroyed thyself, but in 
ipe is tby help found." The nature of the ruin, 
and the mode of recovery, will include -all those 
points on which Gx)d and man are at issue ; 
and by which they are either kept for ever 
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-vBttnder^ int dse^m one certain way brought in 
A firiendly maan^ togedker. It is the way of 
salyation, GpnGeraing which the dilute lies. 
Crod has appointed hia* own way ; man does 
odteTer think that way needful, or suitaUe, 
till he (Uscerns the true nature of the mini its 
uride extent, its desolating influence. While 
the mind hesitates •at allowing this misery, it 
-will always reluctate at submitting to the way 
,of recoveiy^ the peculiar way of recov^, pro- 
tposed in the gospel. 

. Mmtal error, therefore, first appears in its 
mot believing xhe statement which the Scrip- 
tures make concerning sin, original and atCtuaL 
That we are all sinners, .is a confession easily 
4BRade; and its generality prevents it from being 
personally a burden, a disgrace, or an alarm, 
tto those who make it. But if the scriptural 
^atatements.are adyarted to, which represent ouc 
depravity as an alienation of mind fromt Grod:; 
the heart revolts from making a confession so far 
below its own perception of the evil, and. begins 
^to; explain avisay. terms> so humiliating. That 
.^ thene^ is none righteousj* no not one ;'< that 
f^ tike whole bead is heavy, and the whole heart 
•fiunt;"' that men universally '^ Iovq darkness 
rather than light,. and that, because thmr deeds 
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'39aniv/gfeftt. softenio^ domt :lo make* then 
bearable. Tb^: ivdnd.wiUilMurdlgrAUow' 
la be puA in ai^ ciae ;. jand if theiv applicatMH 
U^ pQitpjm grdedy .pvofligate in petekted^ yet-it 
daiiBA exemfHioik for itself^ and iovei^ to say, 
^* I am not as other mebrV and, if pfosimiij 
Xfiakea the i^e^rence cbDYeaiaDty 'wHt ddigfat to 
add,ti ^ Bor as this puUican."' The desdfip*- 
lioas of bamaft aatuia ; jjiveii by sad* partica, 
and taken on trust for true^ are^' that it ialike 
.iiBJok pKpe^'v though they caimoi denjp that 
here land^ them.a bkxt. appears, 'oc evffr some 
tmhaUowed ioscriptiom • Human aatura is eau» 
Calpaled at all events. .The word of God must 
give, way^ .radier than tlieir; <)wn> goodness of 
heart should be brpught into question.: . .: 

It will be no wonder,, if those who liney the 
disease so eighty should suppose jsome.dyighi 
medicinal process is all that is mededfortta 
.care» ' Season^ education^ or- common' per- 
rsuipioui^are supposed to W sufficient to rectify 
tnvetenite faiabits; anditum those wlur are 
acoustoaied to*do.eTil,inh> an: i entire new 
cours^ so that diey may easily learn td do w^. 
Their little success doe^ not open th^r eyea to 
discern the fallacy of th^^stem. 



T h il rGod h as pw ip oiinded a system 6f mffrcy, 
does not excite in them any great thankfiilnfBi ; 
aa they ooncevve themselves quite able to devise 
aone .acceptable mediod. They come to the 
exailpyBtso&.of this mode, thei^ore, under die 
fvSk persuasion tjkat it is not needful. When 
tbey^. begin, to find in it symptons of mere 
pardon,, {praee to giv^ without merit in obtain* 
ing^. the::tetms are shocking to their 8d& 
coooeity and the mind rgects them at the first 
glinqpse. It does not suffer itself to contem- 
plai^ much IflSB to weigh, and compare this 
soct ofiprooseding with the actual facts of the 
caie^ They ^ ga about to establish a righte- 
ousness' oftKeir own," and think this suflicient 
excuse; fijr not ^< submitting tbemsdves to that 
righteousness which ia of God by faith. They 
have .a |mce put'huto their hands whereby to 
get vrndom, but having no heart unto it, t|iey 
r«main in their foUy. The proclamation, ^ Be^ 
hold the Lamb of God which taketh awav th^ 
sin^of the world^V. does not interest them, un- 
lep it1>e to deny the>8taiement, 6r explain thi^ 
terms, till the substapce vanishes. ^ Behold^ 
I bring near my righteousness,'' is an intima* 
tion which does not aUure those^ who do not 
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perceive that ^^ their own righteousnete ii but 
as filthy rags." * ' .. 

That the Sayiour himself ahoatd he rejected, 
as having '' no form nor comelinesB "v^hy they 
should desire him," follows c£ cottvse." tfl b 
absolute r^ection, however they may compli- 
ment with him, when: they so'explainAvmy^lftie 
peculiarities . of his person, work,' gifts, «nd 
graqe, as to make him altogether such a <me'as 
themselves. Jesus, such as they represent hiia, 
is no Saviour. ^ Shorn of hi» beamis, lovref^d 
fkom his throne to a footstool,' he could dot 
save, if they wished him to assist xfaiem^>with 
any influence such as»:thqr leave btnk It is 
alMolute rejection; for, if tlieyf'wiH'fiot hive 
him as he is, submit to him as-be^requilresi and 
receive from, him what he pf^oA^la tohestow^l^ 
will not accommodate himstlf^t^theilr caprices ; 
he will be the alpha and omega, or ke^^iU'iiot 
acknowledge them, but will* treat >them as 
workers of iniquity* 

. That is mental error indeed, which oan 
mistafce so fiur. There were in our Lord'aiday, 
some blind, who yet requested his aasbtMCe, 
and they recdved their sights but thesi^iiifB 
UUad in « muner more fearfol, more4ei|K»niti^ 
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'Tfaty ^ hate the light ; they ^ill niot come urito 

it that they might see ;" but superciliously 

rebut the iimMion, by saying, ^^ Are we blind 

fS^ }!? . Therefore ^' thdr sin remaineth." The 

r^nly saccifice for sin they spurn, and as there 

is Ao otlMNT^ their guil ^ whether against law or 

'.gospely cannot, baremoved. 

. .« It happetts in this case, as indeed might be 

'^^pec ted, ; that the one thing most disliked, 

^ftiid refused^ is the very one thing by which he 

:^b«i>Qome8 :.jt Saieioiir ; namdy^ his • precious 

ibtkHM^ tfae^.aton^Bient he made tm the cross, 

.!wliei]ibe gate lumselfribr us, a sacrifice, and 

^^i^ offering, beating ottlrsins in his own body 

4Qn,tl^^^W* WJMlever tbesie erroneous ^thinkers 

^p^htbe wUUng to leaye him,;as of purity of 

.i!hai^<;|ter,'digiii|yvof person, or prophetic au- 

-tJiArityi 3i9t his ilfbstly office will be assuredly 

^il^c^rwliied* : Tbey trample under foot the 

4e^lo^ <^f 4be Son 'of> God,* esteeming 'it bb a 

common thing ; having in it no peciiliasheKod- 

l^cci vf^ue, or efficiencyJ Nowfthe atononent is 

tbf grand)f>c&«ii in the system, of mercy : God so 

J^Sf)|c|vlW world ais to give bis Son to die, 'that 

^ff|^tip<;i^fy^ believeth in Um.might^^ periab-^ 

^A^^I^jtM tllie bLood of Jesua Gfarisi deanabdi 

^m all sin« This is the o£fehce of the cross. 
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^{flu a^ (rimtliur diami?r is bis rigbtaoumeiB re* 
jt€$iei^ .ThU fret ^ft of divine gnu:^ ifkich 
is to «Qd Upon all. tlitttdiBt bd^^ is by- 
/fich ttwted with scori^ Indeed ST they ^ 
npllieedbis atonii^ bloody Ihey do not need his 
impuced tigbteoliniass ;. lind tkat saioe^ hardr 
ness of heart which refines. the aB«) refuses the 
cMdMlrlilso. Here the mkkbfastens^obgections, 
hisr^> it » becomes dfastioate^ and scortifiil'V so 
thai the piiriie^ cannot meet; 'Jesna will not 
save on any other terms, and to these 'terms 
the proud heart of the tebooniwrted miuvimU 
not submit. ^ How tan two ^laik together 
eaccepi they be agraedlfcfdisagraehigjdboBCthe 
main.tenns of sakatioh, thcs^ 'mast sepaiatt. * > ^ 
Indeed^theammosi^roused by .(He Sa^kmr's 
undeviating system is sp great^itfaat if mplaiti^ 
il%. away the meanitig x)f estry^tes:!: opnsi^^ 
tdrtbsmdoes not suffice^ (and theve -lure 'som^ 
too ptain^ .too um;ompl^ng to 'be easily tnaisi^ 
ionaatl^ the shorter mode is preferred,^ and^ tiiie<i 
wholeievdation of God is set aside*. -^ < ^ 
^ This course^.though very/boM^ is yet th« 
cBily . otesistent' mediod. ^ If men wlU laidt 
sulkBit to let ^od tell them his trutb^ ^Ull^t 
oidy qiiiet^way^is io doso'the b^Ok^ imd^^ it 
Smn th^m^ EicplaituBg, and expliitting^'^M 
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tfidiooft VQck ; md i% is cn j flatp tiao^ mfkKm 
and; wimtmwptn without nmabic fniweitt thfi 
adTOk iftlie dn^^-with ihe aloiiaMiit and 
ni^tMBSAess-of 43uriafe| wioe coolMMd in only 
^i§Bmt«s^.cntifduA ivghilmYe Mine hc^i 
bat as thoie docttSMt 4n lliei t^y.^icMrp and the 
WQof4^the9Ciiptiiimy4hiqr<nBfit be eveiyivbefe 
fMMdoad ottt, or.nething is done. Then indeed 
^Kvwhde-fidMio drops; to pieces.; but such aa 
^ifioitiitaot AS A-whiteYolMy care nothing about 
iCSidemoAition. : . . 

J. Yet ^ nsifitanee of.mindheieia.is i«oiider« 
fid£A*fAl)hdii|^^iicb elvish to have e^Mf: im^ 
pieflani eoMmeat ofthwAuriptttnes regarded ea 
aspecHtautiTe'poiiit) 0f no .great ;conaecpience 
(ir«Tafaie^ 'whicheveci vraj itois taken^/ al- 
dmii^ they} haiv'e the greateatr chanty jGn^ all 
die varjing systeineof! errors (foe the erroneous 
ewin^t agree ^inoag themsolTss^) yetorthodoxy 
is^haled heartily- > ThiS) though accounted by 
ItiMi ei^rorv^ is aa* esrot pot :to .be: berrtijpiithi 
Any thing.but Jesus Christ Jtod him romcified 
they ean tolentte^^ with) great cabnness ; hut at 
di#<TmtitiOQi«of ehis^ tbdr. cahaness fiirsahcs 
tUAlpaffed dieir hMied of hiia appears. :. .. . . 
c.Ifianfjf thiog^lin^desenire serious examinatioo^ 
egrrely.the :trudift'.tupon .w^hich eternal safe^p 
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dqpendBy maj demand it. Yc^ : there ia^oo 
point o£ common philosdpiiy. which these pei*> 
fions voiild handle in -so flippant a manner^/ as 
they do these snblime statements. Gon ^tbeir 
minds foedn a temperlikdy to discover diritie 
truth, wl^en indulging jocularilyy a^ the>^9i# 
pense of scripture phraseology, and the digai* 
fied claims of that Jesus, whom they profess 
more or ^ess to honour ^ : He may well say to 
d»em,' f^ If I bea- master' where cis my fearj^* 
It was a significant caution given . of old, '^: Pull 
off' the ' shoesifirom: thy i feet, for:the phtoe 
whereon thouatandest is holy ground ;" laadeao 
indeed by the presebctflif this very Sod of £todf 
whom, they tieat-^th such great irrevefeaeo* 
If every idle word spoken* shall be called into 
jadgilient 4it that great dayy they have need ttl 
fiNor; «'There'is indeed «^ some escape from; hia 
mngeance tntknated, when he say% ^^ Evtnry wiN|d 
Spdcen against the/ Son .of man may be 4bv^ 
ff8mt0 :but they persist in their blasphsjaiy^ 
isidrwSyinolijescape;*. . . i \;:':. 

.Vv^Thcr-afftmadeuseof on. some t>ocasiana. ta 

* 

msdienaine. divine* truth; does not speak weli 
fyr tbe .y^ple i&». wUch k^^Mk. 
3ka&i.]fliraa the :open dayJi§kt;i it ius^no 
iietdriOijkull^ ithasoo pkaatti)edn>w;hidP9 
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ilael£ - . Ambiguous jdinaes are its wbhmrmice* 
XJiough there may be room for explanation in 
iraiwtating fironoTa dead language^ yet. to ez«i 
pibin ,m0my the obvious meaning is a bold ma^ 
M^Tre; not befitting the soberness of divine 
tnith to require^ nor evinicmg a sound mind in 
those vriip resort to it^ nor auguring vrell for a 
Sfaiein to vrhich.it is necessary. 
^», Many. love, to tome as near to orthodox 
stetements as ^hey cant by words of. general 
mMun^ reserving. to thems^ves. their ovm 
piivateaQQae of them. Is there no foar of being 
I9igbt,in this? Is there no, consciousness, of 
jieUDig- wrong ? Infiddb <and all lAisbelieveti 
and unbelievers, are of that, chua) have soma- 
timfS ^clmowledged, that their endeavours .to 
iliidmnine the foith of others, have arisen fiom 
#. viriah ip buoy themselves up, in hopies . and 
^imiom which they suspected vrere not truism 
V It IB seldom that mental error on^ poincs.^^ 
ikedogy stops slmrt ..of . showing .the||pidtf» 
nancy from which it proceeds* !Khe Jewsln 
SQOte of their disputes with Jesus, gnsished on 
Im^wilh their teeth ; those whp copy fiom, 
apflfMaas with them iu/their oppontion, wha» 
duN'Siarifaes^niarisees, orfiadducieesi of modi^ 
djpgrs^ seesLto MvUtSimilar foeliogs. They sail 
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atdwMaster of thehouae^aiul no^iwid^diej^ » 
oannot 4ipta|( weUl ^ cken <^ tbe housiAiokk; : 
For all iif}io hate Chntt) thom who do vam ■ 
honour Urn ha?re chanty; of mich iksj caM:> 
hope ^mII^ wkh such > they can cemjxu^oiHzei:' 
andairimikle. -But if any one lo¥e the Lordt i 
Juwm Cims^too wdl, (suppofiing diis eoald bci^X 
for him they hav^ no word of favour. He is 
an enthusiast, an idolater, in thehr nomencla- 
ture; and ihrjp act accordingly. 

The pride of man^ which is the resisting 
pprindple, rises to its height, when it exalts, for 
ks own pinrposes,- reason above revelation. 
One would suppose thi^ the v^ry circumstmce 
eftbe Bible being the word of Grod^ spoken to, 
and by, holy men of eld, would give it para- 
mount authority, in everything which relates 
tOiCred, his being, his wmsbip, his laws, and 
hia method c^ mercy to sinfiil man. But with 
these any author'is more req^ected than he who 
fsgetiffih from heav^iu An assertion from 
ffacitew, will have more weight in setUing a 
|»itit of fact, than the wholehistory by Luke. 
,< i >If |i|en employ their reasoning power to 
<«iiidu9tatld i!elFelatio% it seems ftir onikrth 
:mde8ii. ' But that they should exert themselves 
iwitfej afl thqr subtilty to explain away .its 
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wtmxung ; and then, when this process eaanoi 
shspe it to their pre-conceived notioDS, that 
they should deny the aathority of rerektioa 
itself shows that the real obstacle lies in the 
heart. Self is esodted abdTe God. Self is the 
principal god of such. The quarrel is distinct, 
and direct ; that it can be innocent, does not 
seem likely. 
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CHAPTER UL 



AN EXAMINATION OF THE PERSONAL ACTING 
IN EACH OF THE CASES TO BE COMPARED. 



Wb are apt to deceiTe ourselves^ by a slight 
glance, and mere, superficial appearances. A 
case so important as this, had need be well 
examined ; a charge so serious, can be repelled 
only by close inspection ; as in the similar 
case of leprosy, under the law, not every dis* 
colojration was to be so condemned, but. the 
actual state of the constitution, was, with gliM 
CKi0$ to be examined into. 

Iiet us then look at the immoral ; the sight 
is disgusting certainly, but even this disguist 
may have pleasure with it, if it adminii^ers to 
our self^gratulation. ^< Ye suffer fools gWly^'^ 
says Paul, ^^ seeing yourselves are wise.^ The 
opportunity to say, ^ Stand by thyself, I 
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holier than thou,*' is frequently acoe]iinble: 
although this yerj acceptabilitj might pio^ 
that the real difference in iniquity is not ao 
great as such perwns are apt to imagine. 

Shall we examine the liar ? It is a character 
held in uniTersal detestation ; it would be well 
if dec^tion.of every kind were held disgrace* 
fulji with equal firmness. He says that which 
he knows is not true ; says it with some sinis- 
ter, design of advantage to himsc^lf^ or, of injury 
to the person oil whom he wishes to impose^ 
or both. Such deviation firom truth deteriorates 
the character dreadfully ; nay, it must already 
have lost much of its proper feeling; thai 
fteling of self-respect, which when gone, leaves 
fMpy man a^ifiaical ^ that desire of being esteemed 
^y othflvsj which lasts, sometimes, long afler 
tM culprit knows his awn character* But all 
^*gCHie ; ifi^lifeiiobsiinately persists in his stale* 
Ql#nl% and} that the more earnestly, fromhii 
perceiving that you are beginning to fincgfem 
put* . Nay, he adds asseverationB, as if tlb^lid 
^pf e$cajcy when oiur simple word has lost its 
^iflueiice. He b^ns '.to swear, to call upon 
tl^ (GlFd of truth to smite/him with vengeance^ 
iC:Fhat he ^ays .is fijse ;.- yet he knows it, he 
i^^t lo b^ ^^, all the while. It is a caie 
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of deep enormity ; maokind with one consent 
(gKfiode ity and witbdraw from the sociiotj 
of a person so base^ As fiielid, as neighbour^ 
as child, or senrant, such are despis^ aitd 
avoided ; even by those whose hearts bleed at 
ibet atrocity thus perpetrated, became tb^ 
recoUect that every liar shall have his portion 
in the lake which bumeth with fire and britn- 
flM>ife.--r*Despicable vice ! . 
* Wenughtihavebegnn with breaches of the 
iSth ccjmmandinent ; where the second table 
bfijg^ns, and ^here vice of all kinds lAost ebm- 
nHndy haa its bcginrang, in fsobedieacr to 
piKfnts* Strong are- the fiseliags wUch bind 
Ae.cbild to its parents ; to those wln^se |bMr- 
tug cave has been so kindly adnunistered, and 
ia^atiU^ in a manner which demands an^weiuble 
fiselbpigs of filial legaxd. But the^ther% eom- 
laanda are broken, a mother's tears aveshgliieid^; 
nbr:reoks the rebel, if he break: those heans 
fvbMit still beat with parental tendemesSr He 
4dA cctotnmely to his disobedience^ and in*' 
anlting language to, his fiagitious deeds. We 
k«ar the threatening of ixod against lum ^e 
dislaJiit Grander rolling, we know that liHf^dayv 
vrOl hot be' long in the land; and all* our 
sentiments, jdl our fedings, sqpprove the de-^ 
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We imte the iniquity deep in the 
s^nle of guilt, and expect, that from thia 
ftoitfal SQUce many viciouB pvopensitiea nill 
9ipnagi at this opening made^ a deluge ofcon* 
nectad enormities will be sare to enler.— - 
Dveadfhl debasement 1 
' Shall we execrate the thie^ going to «lea]| 
whether it be by pritaie sl^ht of hand, or a 
more daring attack of the unarmed tra^eUcr : 
should it be the housebreaker, who disturbs 
the peaoefiil slumberer with curses. at his bedr 
ttde: the incendiary who destroys, propeit]^ 
and perhaps Ufe also, to gratify his vengeanoa, 
orgLTe him an opportunity for plunder : should 
it rather he by forgery, that one's whole estate 
is stolen, or by chicanery, that the widow and 
orphan are ruined. In any of these cases, or 
in all, we see (especially if we are sufiereis) 
guilt which deserves the loudest fidminations 
of legal vengeance. Possibly he steals to satisfy 
hi6 isottl ; as he is . hungry, we idmoslniftiiry 
give him : or he robs because he has lost his 
character, aiid no one will give him hoaeat 
employ ; we pity him, at lelEist. But, let us 
suppose the deep planning villain, whose 
eovetousness surveys our little store with wishes 
to snatch it irom us ; whose net is laid po 
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aftfblly thai we caflnbt bat Ml int^ kjtHt 
whbse attack is made with tb much yioleiHEe^' 
that We' have no power of resistluibe. We«re 
stript, /nined ; and complaint, faowbverjnst^'hi 
useless. He has socceeded^ and we canMI ' 
bring him to punishment. — ^Abominable plnJi- 
der^ ! ' ^ 

Too proud to sink thus, or with a mifMi 
avariciously tainted^ see the gamester: Hii 
talents, are acknowledged, even by those whd 
lament tlieir«per?erted bias. AH externally Id 
sdiooth, he smiles in the &oe -of thefriend he 
wishes to rum ; but sits down to the gwne wi^^ 
the certain knowledge, that in afewhoorsat^ 
least. (for he proceeds with caution) he diaU' 
strip every feather from him, and leave hitti^ta- 
misery^ and contempt. He may perhaps. make 
him a very gracious bow, when the business is 
done, and then turns his back on him for eiMT^: 
His: aUlities might accomplish any thing, if - 
fUi%imnd :honourably directed. Woidd be^' 
aimkikt aiiy^ thing useful, be would succeed ; at^' 
any thing respectable,' he would shine. His ' 
onl;^ mA is^roischieJT; to plunder the thought- ' 
less, Uiiidl^r the mask of -amusement. H^-wi ' 
have lio suc'ibess, unless he tuih all At6ufid ' 
him. So*much, so decidedly^ t» this his o)]$e<^,*^ 



IH BACH CASE. 4T 

that if mere knowledge and adioitneaB cannot 
accomplish his scheme, he can cog a die ; and 
cheat triumphantly, 'vriiile he stares yon in the 
face, to draw off yoor attention from his guilty 
hand. ■ Cool-blooded villain ! 

Beastly is the dnmkard's gratification. He 
debases his ' human fiure divine^ to deformity, 
and hideous caricature; he sinks his intdilec*' 
tual nature bdow the brute, by stupefiu:tion; 
His is a filthy sin, and destructhre to respecta* 
bility, fiime^ and fortune ; and it is Tain to say,* 
as. is sometimes said, he hufts only himself^ 
His desolate wife, his ragged children, bear 
testimony to the wide influence of his ruinous 
iniqnity. His business decays; his talents^ 
perhaps eminent talents, are lost, both to htm^ 
8^ and to society. He is more than a blank^ 
he :is a blot, although he might have been a 
briUiajiffi. jSee him openly resorting to the 
fettive board,, with the full purpose of inebria* 
tion^ or sideling off to the alehouse, for^jhis 
accustomed nightly stupidity* <StrtYe to drive 
him:iaway from his slow but certain poison^ 
like the silly moth to the candle, he persists in 
reluming till he perishes. Wine^ and new 
wine,. take away the heart.; His siensual appe^ 
tites jorercoaie all his intellectual powers, and 
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force them to contrive lus evedasting de- 
fttroctioii.-*-]joatli6ome depravity ! . - 

Is it that VTbisstof diieves, the adulterer ti He 

who loves the black and daik oaight, and who 

trembles if any one know him ; who MaIs 

away the pet lamb, the only comfort that man's 

heart valoes. * His immorality is of the hatei^ 

nature ; every honourable feeling, of -emry 

ingenuous bosom, rises against the crailor; 

whether, by violence^ hia base, purpose iis 

effected, and bis gratificaticm is bought; with 

the tears, and groans, and bloody. <rf' the feeble 

victim ; or . whether, with false blandishmenta, 

he steals the very heart aWay, and debaaet^lhe 

affections before he violates the person* Q^cfc 

are his iniquitous cc^itations ; the i^e .waabes 

debase his mind, spread infectiously, throu^ 

every power of his souL His base heart jm 

defiled, evary thing like principle, or hoaoar, 

is swallowed up by lasciviousness*. One brulnl 

ap|)etite absorbs the man;, his wisdom,.. his 

stcei^th, his intellectual powers, and his know* 

ledge of the world, his wealth, and all:. his 

influence in society, 'are put. in slavish requiai* 

tion, in order that the goatish part ^frM^ 

nature may be J3ampered, to the ruin of.Un^ 

^li^ and of all wjiom he can inveigle. Theine 



far scarcely a baser' chanuSter of immorality 
in the' black ' cUtalo^e of critnies' tl^ the 
adulterer. So many eifls spread firdttt this 
source, the:principle' to be gratified is so low 
and' unworthy, and the deterioration of cha* 
sator is ro complete^ diift the iniiid ciiknnot' 
ebntcoiplate - It- withovit 'abhbrrenc«^:--^Brutal 
elfender I 

r Ootf Tesentments are seartely more roused at 
thtf afipalUng nAme of murderer* The taking 
oarneigfabour*s life away, in tlie gfatificatioR 
iS^PBttng^ setenis a cxivaie worthy <>f hell ; ahd 
if lit be done cboUy, as' a< matter' of calculation, - 
for 'the sake^'of interest, or convmience, our 
fbm9 joiti with Our' disapprotal, to make us- 
deaf t« pity V if ]p4ty herself dare plead for one' 
Who'iias fio threacherously, so cruelly, spumed- 
herinfltttece* -^ He that sheddeth man's 
blood, by imn shall his blood bi shed,*' seems' 
f» be but faii^ r^kftmtibny agaiitfst which no 
law, human or divine, can plead exemption. ■ 
7i» trtej' society 'aiths tb Tarnish 'oVer ttie 
erime in some cases; the* warrior's sword* 

" ■ * 

0k^en ' flM> that we" Scarcely discern the bloody 
i^ktS'i aiid'the duellists' pistols ure clfumedl?y' 
fiiltoufy *(tBlsely so called,) as her peculiar- 
jiel^iritfc.''' The%««rt will often recoil, where^ 

n 
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the courage cannot be called in question ; anaA 
the orphan's tear trusta.updn-tbe wea'pion,' in ti 
manner v^hich.no endearours bf honour caisi 
possibly remove. — ^Horrible ehorinity ! -r - ^ >*. 
. ShaU we add to the i^pal|ing catalogue 
Crimea of varied hue, of deeper dye i' Nayyku 
dxperience reveal her yrdU'remeiabered horrify^ 
ing stories ; let imagination^ if needful^ suppdto 
the' worst . in ev^. case, and crowd into* < Ae 
balance alVthat is detestt^ble and ruinoua;* thtii 
case will bear it* . . .^ 

We see indeed the; aberrations ,q£ 'unrulyi 
appetite ; ; the senses no longer : handmaids txy 
the mind's enjoyments, but seated in the'cha^' 
riot,.^ and .driving on the h^^i^ palsioin^ 
dragging the enfeebled intellect, furiously ddwiL 
the descending slopes, or oyer the tremeadditiL- 
precipice; Sensuality, avartee, anger; latfeivi*' 
Qusness, parent of ten thousaiid crimes ienvy^ 
self-tormenting ; and self^^ill,. triumphii^^ iir 
its own ruin.' ••"' 

» ♦ . ■ . . • ■ 

. These are- crimes no doubt: the JheiM' 
cannot scruple to. denominate them i^roeioiiSH 
Deeply debasing are they to the mind in wMch^ 
they ai*e inmatedj and destructive to the I 
to its better enjoyments^ and indeed to its 
ejostence. ^^ The wages of sin iflfdeathv*' OWr 
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ffiiighboura^. those . who suffisr by them, will 
fJlow th^m to be-baleful« Sooiq of these vice^r 
^6 hunted out of society^ most of them .are 
obliged to tbide. the^^ heads, Qtitake. fabte. 
names for a diagui?^. There ean be no disputes 
ftbout their inqopenqe, ibis is easily gi veil up; 
xmn; scarcely, concerning their malignity; 3oma 
indeed will invent ; excuses . for their own 
favourite indulgenqes ; but all condemn those 
oil ;th^-.. neighbours,, let. them be. which they* 
nuiy.: So that, the general suffirage. is. against 
tbi^, all ;ib^h(ey ^re. condemned, and justly* . 
: ,Noiwle<^ nMurn from^ the immoral, to. survey 
the spiritual, dcilinquent. Not that we wholljc. 
fl^^pci .. iminonility here, for evary d^ree ' of 
mpiJI^ief , ^nds to introduce laxity of manners* 
JSufiT.npUon. which puts God at. a distance, 
ti^ndl to- exalt hhja as his own lawgiver.;; the 
lav;s hcip^kesin i^uch a case are rardy burden* 
iqfkne. , : , Wc^ will not, however, at present take 
those circumstances into account, .bnt wilt 
fUppose : the most careful, combination of 
^pj^^m^ jpeipional, .and , domestic, ¥(hicb pride^ 
Hm^ the name of decency,^, ever presented- ta 

^^^Bkifi^rs^ it, ;wM the mwx'f codiciact . .which 
$g{f|rht.9'l|r.l^^ndon; w« kniew.'froia .wh»t: a 

D 8 
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debased mind such oondutt must flow; in. the 
present case we agree to pass over his conduct^ 
as a matter of morally and, to discern his real 
charact«r, dive into his lieart. Not stceordiiijf 
to oyr owi^ surmises here, but regulating our 
examination by his open professicms, and by hi» 
conduct still, as it results from his acknow** 
kdged and cherished principles. 

• • • • * 

' Shkll we look at the avowed infidel, wha 
l^oldly sets religion at defiance, despiiiing the 
wcMpd, and the day, and the very name, of God f 
It might s^m invidious, and as if dtitfraiined 
to AtraiU' t^ the uttermost, in a case which 
requires only a plain statement. 
\ Shall we look at the worldly man, wholia^ 
no enmity to any creed, ck to any doctrine^ 
yrhich does not forbid his gaining all «of Ht^ 
world's goods^ he is able^- and ei^oying them 
K> the utmost of his power i He is an infidel 
without thiiiking about it, fer practically he 
lives as if there was no God. Indeed asGrod 
IS not in all his thoughts, he has ho Grod, what* 
^ver others may have ; whom he envies not for 
Miy such privilege. 

Shall we turn to the sel&righteous, the 
risee of 'modem da3ps, who9e subscribed^cf^ 
is larg^ enough ; but who believes <mly thfs^* ttial 




OpiMudfiring the; multitude of goodactioiiift/lie 
hfis perfbrpned, and .the many more he intendfi 
to^do^ it ^ probable that at the final settling of 
accounts, he shall have nothing to fear, htk% 
hppe£( indeed, that the Almighty will rather 
own himself a debtor; at least so far as may 
secure one of his most splendid mansions ? An 
unbeliever he, notwithstanding all his professed 
bdievip^/ God^s way bf mercy he does not 
beUeye, hut only his own. 

Shall ^e; descend to the young doubt^i 
vfho^ with very little knowledge of what the 
gospel is, finds himtelf inclined to think that it 
caanot be true ? . 

Or shdU we concentre all' these iti the intel* 
^gsn% determined, Unitarian, who caii claim 
1^' allowance for not having known, for h^ 
knowB,' and does not approve ? However essen- 
tial! jr a worldling, the world, in its grosser 
fi>rpi9, has little hoTd of him. He . is sel& 
rigl^teous indeed, for calumniating and reject- 
ing the Saviour^s right^ousniess, he has :f)Othirig 
left but his own; of which, for his'honbut's 
«te, he U especially careful. Although nofa 
fMmssed infidel,' yet his unbelief regarding so 
many '.points will scarcely be injured by such 
aatociation* 
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W& hflte agreed to suppose hiiti dot imitfOfAl 
in his conduct;* and our-questidti lesuls iis 
rather to survey the 'emotions of his mitid^ 
that 'we may be able to discover 'whechert\^y 
are not essentially guilty ; 'ethineHtly bffenaiTe 
to God'; breaking in upon ally that mider the 
nameof loVe, oir duty, he'may be supposed to 
require. • . . ' . 

Thei^ are certain doctrines revteled in the 
Scriptures which he "will not receive, he iresiiits 
all the evidence for them, and all ^ their 'in- 
fluence over himself^ with ddterihined' opp6^ 
flition. The doctrine of the atonement'^^^pe* 
cially, he refuses, let it come fremi wfaoi^vcfrit 
may. Atid though 'r^eason may, * at ^some lAo- 
ment, seem to whisper. Surely some atoneiMciht 
is needful, if we have sinned ; yet he resists tliia 
shape of mercy, althouj^ hie knows there is 
none other. He will not be saved by anodi^f^s 
satisfaction, or another's righteousness^" or 
ahother's arrii of power. He vHU sive 
himself; he conceives hie is well iable to' do 
all that is needful to be done, in a case so 
trivial. :' 

' He finds it convenient to honour Jesdi^lif 
words, and calls himself a Christiah, btirwHh 
what consistency, or by what right, seeBn^y 
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tbiit the main work :of Christ he slighta-^he 
the. somn gift of Christ he refuses ? Neither his 
precious. bloody' nor perfect righteousness^ will 
hc^Mcept ;!nor.will he honour his royal crown; 
nor eapeqially, will he stoop at the footstool of 
his, throne, although it is the throne of Deity, 
where ^ angels bow, and glorified saints lie 
prostrate. 

; His opposition to the whole system of grace 
is^. so complete, . so determined, because it 
springs from the full persuasion of his own 
personal excellency, which does not need an 
interference, so humiliating. He will hot stoop 
I9.recdve it therefore, even from his maker, 
{llustrating herein our Lord's statement, that 
tt^ whole need not a physician, only thpse 
whoarefiick. 

, .That this ^opposition does not arise from 
vujfkt of eyidence in the Scriptures on the 
points disputed^ appears from hence, that when 
ihis evidence rises too strong for prevarication, 
and sophistical criticism, he will rather reject 
the whole revealed will of God, than accept 
it contrary to what he wishes to be esteemed 
•>the true statement. Preferring his own reason, 
feeble, blind, as it is, and ignorant of such 
^(hings, to the kind communications of heaven. 
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'.. Now wliat see. we liere ? . Sapposing $1\ that 
is external is decorous^ anadable^ inthe siglit of 
man^ is that which is internal, which God 8ee0^ 
of no account! At man's tribunal j possibly, 
beneYoleoce might: carry a. yerdict.;.' we are 
(iwate, bowerer, ;that at God's bar bensroleAca 
itself will have no talue, unless :in i a- foc^ 
which it has not here, ^^ Ye did it unto me*'* - 
' la any fair estimate of character^ iniist not 
the- divine ey^e see here ;much that isthateful 2 
A mind alienated iirom God .by reason of 
wicked works, was oondemned in the: examina* 
tion of the. immoral ; can the same alienation 
of ^ind be acceptable, > in any shape? Nay^ 
the very circumstance, supposed to ipake :it so, 
the moral: actions performed,' come iii. a shape 
which makes the offence greater. They. axe 
don<^ in order to raise a- bulwark -against giracc^ 
mfd to (give a plaUsible appearance td an act 
of I'ebelUous refiisaL If the mind be alienatisd^ 
(hat is the rery essence of sinfulness, ^f The 
carhal'imind is enmity against God, it is 'not 
subject to the Jaw of Grod^ neither indeed can 
be," Every act of this carnal mind jnnstfhe 
^mityj for ^^ who can can bring a dean, thing 
out of en;unclesin ?. not one/V. 

Is it ino^. rebellion, to a veiy. guilty; degree^ 



to tt&xm him that speaketh from heaven ? ' Tlie 
Bible 'bids us^ honour the! Son, even as we 
honour the Father.'' When the heart refoset 
this hoMage^. is it toot rebelling with a hij^ 
hand ? Mercy i^ys, ^ The blood of Jesus Christ 
clsanseith fhuh all sih."^ There ai^<d who say, 
^'HiS'blobdSs'no more to me than the blood of 
aiiy other man.' . Jehovah says, ^ Behold I 
bring nea^ my righteousness*'* *Sure1y those 
"Who go about to establish a righteousness of 
their own, and thereby reject this profifer of 
ibfitike mercy,- cannot be innocent. The grand 
dhof which the' world shall be convinced is 
imbelief— ^^ because they believe not in me.'' 
• Let ui (J6n6eive a man hearing one* of these 
seAtentet, or reading it, with a mind revolting 
from its plait! meaning, and from all the grace 
which that meai^bg esiiibits. He says to himself, 
^'I don't believe it ;' perhaps he phraste it, < I 
willjnever believe it' 'He pro^e^i^ to enumerate 
all the Scriptures which 'speeik of the Saviour's 
human nature, forgetting, or refa&ing to per-' 
ceiv^, bow t!h^» natures^ hutnan a^d (divine^ 
miite \h the fierson of Immanuel, God with uis ; 
he not only aittis to keep them separate, but 
begins to play them off one against the otKisr. 
fo this ofieriBLtioh, when he has blinded his dyes' 

n 3 
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sufllcieiltly f^nst one p0iiion<>f dmM ilnatbf 
btt^: oong^ulates his * own > adkoiuiesa 4 : caUb ^ 
sii^ierior.iuiowledgey because it seeB;ip^]LOiie? 
halfofiheiquestion; and daringly ventwesAiii 
90ul, apon a notion of his own Ipamiog, 1 '.;iii\d 
.;;Is he called to buinblehkoiBielfibeforef wfioilfe 
purity,, as one ff bom in sin, and^shapteon^ 
iniquity, and r going '. astray from ^ the^ivoBib^ 
seeking lies ?V His proud heart revokft egfoniti 
such humiliation./; Like the ]%arisee: o^ Qkl»* 
he stands jH^aying, if prayer that oMa.beicaltidyr 
^hich coii^isia in his protesliog > thfit ^ he iis rnqtt 
as other men, 80 far ftomv.asUog^ia .the: 
Sattour's. name,.; and thereby -daimngrfKN^ 
promise of performanoe, he <umifl tjbaipaf li^^f 
the r^idati6a entii?ely,;i perhaps i!is^:io«dfM^ 
insolence whiehi^an. say, ^f'. Tbe^e .things wfUMki 
ia ourownvnauae," This.haf been dgae; *: v! ,,/ 
* Can: this mental- error beluuu^cent^'^Nttf 
unless resistance to GodV.^oi^d,; and^wajii^ 
mercy, is innocent. Rather : is not : this f Ble^t 
mnning upon the (hick bossed pf-Iusrbudtlefi. 
shall not; such' daring negl^t and de&uu^e^piH»^j 
^e .tbe,<:i({&nded Deity to. whet: Us ;gUtt^!ii)9 
mord,- and make: bright, his rflyi^g arrows ? r n . t 
**3cicbTesi#tance.,of: mind)is a.<f:0kq9pani^d\i¥ithi 
iwry dishoDpurable thought8;ij»gtQ<>d?>ji Ailji 
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tUim^hfs of bim Which do not take in tM 
wfael^ Deity,- ta# t^td W whole^i^rk, niMit 
be derogatory, because they are partial. Thottf 
itM^ei^^hd diseerft most of what he baa been 
{>kiase4 'to- rereal concerning bmselfy ari^ 
cM^kt tO'say, << Who can eeafch ^wt tlie Al- 
Miiglity'tdpefCK:tidn?'' Yet: there is. a \wid« 
difitf^eiic^' between^ that weakness .of intellect 
itkkBf canniot, atid that hardness of heart whiclr 
11411 not; peK^ite his nature, andfAria glmy. 
^'ITsuc^ ar^/oharged'with low! thoughts of 
€k>d the^^^Father^'^'they^^ will repd ' the charge 
with dlsdaiil,' seeifllP they conceive thonsielves 
lAliii^espeoiaUy at his endtation. t Foisting, 
Aaf h€> that honoufeth^not the Son,; honouretfaf 
iilifi^th^ Father, r Not perceivings !that in -deny* 
fi^ iht Deity, - and the atoncfm^iu . of, CbrisC^^ 
they set Itisideexpfissly. that great.loipe of the 
lather, ' of ^hieh these things, are the. appro- 
]Mriajlel<ex{}resBion»; which .warrants, the. pro* 
esatatioi^' that ^ God so loved the world, as to 
'givt^hisiodfy begbtt^^Soh. to die,> that whosb* 
^M^'bdievitth in bim.- should not; pierish, . but 
M^'^^lastiiig life/V . .Thote who reject hie 
plan -of redeol^tion ; reduce him : to ; a* menr 
6Mitary'b]|t which -pitoceeding/he i^ ehom;of 
'glory? of his! b«n^K«ai^y ai{d. \^ 
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T.' £i^«tiMMigh% iltid ' dcivpgMioiy^ of 4ha£o%: 
and of tlie^ Helj l^puit^^n^^d i¥H.>e plo^^l 
ulibn . tftBHi, . for* thc^ bcNii^iiigljc pra^BS^^ ^ai« 
Yet this &iclh»d nn^ b«'9t9lddft4Mfiurtfp£di«8 
indiHinentfiow^ Mmgjkff^riU b« pootlMff 4«f I 
wheiv^tio^ohlji thefiic^ blllrfl^:gV«ki9ftit^#aA' 
its bdbRil dftct japoOf rtttoiniriif^r :Bv|tt i ^- 
s^Qthoritalndy dedairwlJ. He lbali|]jMp)im«#di 
the Holy Ohost hath netcirjforgiiM^^ 'itot^ 
m tfaifl ^wdrld^' iiocin ihftlillm^iis, U^ MX^.ihy 
Sufeiy tUe mthdivFUcK.atfils/llMi^ isF^aoMM^ 

HMuitcr iifi^ • isr at thef boiMm .o£ : •tiqsiy i^fvjyt ' 
ilkmglk,'ior 4iw4f<i0tM $etiDiL< sPride ^ieM$ t«r ' 
hiite beeiii9i«'4eTiP8 titu ^Wbatii^iiiimliMm 
sfirely ^camnot beinttdcent in nt^ f ^ Ye eiie i^f 
yotorr fttller^teikrriy^i^lias theeaaM^.jHNWfvlMm^' 
ai^ In atif caM of imiEioiieli^^ ^ for jdNa»¥n»fc» 
of ^your &thQr»ye«itiU do^^' l%vi |lie>prid«\«S 
kitell0€twl|1dii m»e8^ andsupports, .dMMrttniM . 
of iopmipti t* M the |»ridelof prffegHMi fimito 
mg^ to altthe iRiraoralencm ofylMttM* r - V- 
>l€ te priilo Which wilL ^6t bo^ iaod* iMil^ 
#oiKM^t "wbiiA^ltffr^Iiieed '{fhoft ibe^illg^ 
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Qtoio^ bound, of .anrpgpinpe. " Y^ij it jt ^emt 
pUQai) in .the 4Jh»n»clyr ;We! ^nlenplate.,! ^fs^i^ 
d^B^ t» Ab Aimghtj any aright ta choosf^bQ^Pf 
I^, -miU^ iW wiih ; hit, ciea^urM. J^y Jay 
4i»frt|;X!iriiBi,.ifCcprding ta.w^l tjic^ pallveosony 
ifhMlt, AIM ip. feitfr I the €^pf3|raliL<H»ft: pf JHifD, 

gMni||g|^ ait4 whof^^i^qg^^ya j%f% U> 49.aU 
hn p}mapi% fnahiogitus^aHoa^ staacli wbeth^ 

Nokhflv U ii*po«i|k^ thatfs^nthe ign^ 
oifxidNuA^^ tnuh wli^^' ^y. . ex^bit . can, 1^ 
iosbcepw ^I>I<|i^ia«« so^b^nd a^. they wI^q vrilj^ 
iipt^fe&: ;*Xig^t ia.ipdeed.opn^ iiUo th^^ ^orld^ 
bnl ^jnien lofe^darknea^ betti^^i^imi Ughit^.lke^ 
cfw rte |)i^Qb:4^9d«..«re mlJ* 'There are, oth$i; 
eftl deeds, besides thpae .of .ppep iiQmorality« 
That Ki oflhe^n^iod-ivhich refuseBtibe JSajriouTy 
ialoamivch in aocprdancfe Aidth.lhe gi^an^ 
sMnyi of ^fouls, ;ta b^> cjear Jbom ihia owa 
gnpltinesa... r *■.':.-:•.•, . 
. 4i33!ttfe;jlrid0 sl^tt^.^ subdue, tiMf 

sd£>cQMdii. finds oAaiiy^Joo|K*hple at. which ^ 
mmpej,,h 9ot« .wopderfid. JU^, t}iat {wilfid 
Mindnnii mdded Kat^/^I shfwild bat the heart 
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ikffiaal' die enffmiice ^f dMiie li^^^^Md' 

denial to the Smovr thus €ii|;iadired|<'*Md 
thtn sappoited. It it m>l -«^ide3c«|UM2i|f 

him we now pereeiTe, biH difeet t/offtiUlJfi^ ^^^ 
idere . worldling negfecta ' thit^ fteAMner > €0^ 
pletely ;*yet he talks^ if jlat to it^ irespe^lAitty ^ 
our Lord and iSttviettrJeBttS Christ; l^heUMt«: 
rian can tearoelf itoc^ eien' to sMh cMslottiay 
{iolitenfa8%''l#MM» m pmonage' wh€«^ih' htiT 
heart he hales; whole cl«md he^^efiiiM, whifie 
honours he prides himself ift'deU^i^j^^HliSiriaf 
fhw is to dethrone the cfil|lMteife%otfr t^ sly 
insinuation to' tower his inftuenee^br^fty t>pc^^ 
opposition to di^raee his dettemhed ffJUti mi S A'i 
Aft to disgracing the Sayioiir htnisel^ WW 
happily out of their power, for <^ He th«t^^lttetV 
in* tUe heQ:fen '^hall laugh 'at thent^^JehiSVii^ 
dliiill hate them in derisioii.'^ ■'' ' ■ * ^ • ' » 

'Is it possible to suppose, thsit a mind ihtii 
Acting can be innocent, ' in its rndtivei,^ 
its conclusions, * its determinations ? " If oni' 
thoughts are known to God, all these opera- 
tions are known,' with every cause oreffiictft 
so perverse. If he searches the heart, there 
will he Sfee not pnly^ real opposition, ' . but' 
rancorous 'ilkwill, . agmnst the Lord 
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against hb AnoiiilecL Thedoipreeofignoffuioe 
is discsnied, and tlie wilfiil blindness from 
which it sprii^ is also seen. The sophistry 
cMinot deceive him, it scarcely decades those 
who call it sound aignment. The widi toptofe 
a point, is essential! J (Mstent from the desire to 
disceni the troth. And he who sees the whole 
oper^kxiaf the mind, is wdl aware crf^'all that 
is done by pride, by prejadioe, by the lore of 
this world, and more especiaUy bj^the idolatry 
Q£$el£ He cannot . but discern it all ; and aU 
h^^discprns is hi|t€ifol:to his pure mind. .. 
, , <f Tp this ipisn wiftl look," says h^ « who 
14^0^; A r humble and <;oatrite spirit,, and. who 
trvmblefth^ at: myi.vord :'* boi ia thb a desdip^ 
twi;^<^ So^uQiMH young, .or old ?,^^ He give^h 
more grace to the hwd>l6y iHSt the proud h# 
9^f<49lh; ff^f^ty- away,?.:is a.etalemcht: which 
might make: such minds toitremble, if they had 
cautiofi enoi^gh: to . read, and ingmuousnesi 
eqough :to consider it. 



• f r 



f 
I 



■ ■ • • 

..tfk. at*' ■*•■•.. i C^ 

•-•■I'l' ,•-!• 

-< ^*1 ».•■■*,-»■■■• * I . . . • ^ • * '' » 



».. -J 



GHAPTERIV. 



BOLmNG ^HE ^ALANGE itVBIf.. 



[ . SkjCH 1^ glance at the case ^M we baive ' i 
may give some ilfsig^t inta it i 7^ 1^ tte 
slight survey should W redist^ and ^A {he 
case deserves the niost eareful exatnimiatioii^ it 
will be worth our while, if in .earnest lo'6&6» 
to the truth/ io look at it more minutdy hx ilif 
a^eral parts andibearings. 
/ liet it be recollectsed, tbat the pi^epts #&ie1i 
tall for our spmttttfl feeling, are as express' M^ 
tkose whicb forbid immoral* actings* if 1c ii 
undeniable, that God has commanded • iis ^i^% 
to lie, to steal, to murder, etc that same God 
has^ with equal clearness, commanded us to 
repent, and to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ ; 
to ask his divine Spirit's gracious assistances ; 
and to shape all our notions, our modes of 
worship, our hopes, and our fears, by his writ* 
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ten word. Diaobedience is disobedience^ let it 
be concemiog whichever of . his commands it 
may. He that said, " Do not commit adultery,^ 
said also, << Do not kill ;" "^He that is guilty of 
one point, is guilty of;alL" James ii. IL He 
that said, ^' Thou shalt do no murder,'^ hath 
also said, ^^ Behold, I bring near my righteous* 
liess-'V He hath promiaed.to.impute.it to all 
who humUy believe; and hath: plainly stated, 
that if w^ aim to '^ work out a righteousness of 
^r. own, we do not submit ouraelTes to the 
righteousness, which is of God by faith." 

If the a<iUng$ of mind by which tb^ wish 
and fl|e perpetration of immorality are brought 
about^* ar^ essentially evil ; are not those Cf)^- 
t%tioaS9 determinations, and resolutions, by 
whicb>liis.grace is resisted, emanations of the 
famej^^cked heart,.. and: loaded with guilt 
r^illy^ and ruinously ? . ^iU a man rob God 2 
ihe guestion supposes this to be a crime more 
KdnM>tts,than umilar depredations on the claims 
^ ^property of mcfn. ' 

^ ^Men have no more right to. object to the 
tsjrms. of, his grace, than to the requirements of 
hia inoral law. When they have broken his 

V"^. .••»*" Si' 1 ■*' • 

l^w especially, all resistance to that mercy 
which would point out a way of escaping &om 
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punishment'' must' be . extremdy guilty^: ic 
diows the depimvity to be de^ly teatedr Mv- 
daecL: • -^ • ;/ ;■ ». ,; .^ i-. ;^ . • -ny: 

\ LetiiB oompore'the sotHrces of guiU.v ••f - 
i With the profligate, this is .iisueUy ^ifi ;|h0 
body'; the senses < are. fii^inated,; the- m%m*A 
blood is pat in a:ferment ; appetite i» : roused 
to: claim the forbidden^ pr the iniordinftteuA- 
dnlgence* . . He sees the yrine 'when :it < 16 t^i 
andgiteth iU- colour in the cup, and movelh 
itself aright; a feferish thirst comes -upbn^iMly 
and hevdrii^; gratified, but not sattsfied^^^he 
drinks again. He rouses his inorcUnate appe- 
tite by fresh stimulus, till the desire anil the 
gratificatibn both fail in disgraceful stttfxir; 
tjtt urge him to some Tiolent outbreaking :4>f 
fi^ly^ of anger, of lascirioushess, or .of blssplie* 
my. Her^ is vice' in odious abundance. Trace 
any of the more common specimens 'df]MQeAi- 
^cy, some of them will scarcely bear tractttf) 

t vat 

they ^ill connect themsdyes lirith bonoumMe 
appetites, dishonourably indulged;/' or -mith 
pervereions, and distortions, of mental powers, 
brought under the contominating dominion: bf 
the tdo powerful senses, l^is picture ia tndy 
disgusting i not a lineatiient rn it can claim )nsti-> 
iication, or scarcely admit of excuse. Brirso. 
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^ Bitt 18 it with Mittations of dignified ezemp- 
jtioH, that a nnner can say, ^I am liolier tliaii 
thoa,'* when he contemplates soch an object, if 
he be at all sensible that the aomrces ci hiaown 
(Minquencj are in his mind. One dkightal^ 
4aMt^ 9ipp\j to this case oar Lord's rule ^f 
jodgmefitj.^It is not. that which .entereth.into 
^l^'1Ban;wh]dl defileth a. man, .but that whidi 
^omethi' oat of him*" He who -should' surrey 
SMh^a scene of drunkenness, and congratulate 
ttrnadf oa hi. own purity, would be indulging 
An. intoxication of the mind, an inebriety of 
mttj: debasing influence ; and highly ofiensi^e 
•to Him withvwhom he ought to walk humbly. 
i:-fsnot the doubter, of dirine truth as guilty, 
lashe who says, <^ Though I add drunkennete 
ttPidttrst, I shall ha?e peace." Is not h€ who 
tematns wilfully, carelessly, ignorant, ^and 
- < i yuc ially he who blinds his own eyes by 6o% 
']plMtry, as'guiltyas he who stupifies his senses 
•^th wine ?. He who looks at the heart sees it 
'deeply, decidedly, full of unbelief in the latter 
OK, without 'iremorse, with self^oomplacency. 
^^Ki the former, possibly, .there. is conviction, 
humilitttion, at least, and som'eiear.of God. 
swLet us compare the ndture.of the guilty 
actioi^: 



,* 
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- ;If sll ofifehceB come fn>m the hearty aiid have 
tiidr':midigiiity'froiiL the intentson, • ptfrposcf, 
ahd.cherished indulgence ; <we shall not "Wboder, 
if' that eye "wiiich dificerns all otir motiTes^ 
should' be rctbie disgusted 'with the sly sarcasm 
aimed* against his especial phSposals of forgive* 
ness, that! wkh the mere animal indulgeiice 
which finrgietfthisiaw. ': Breaches of the moral 
pfecepts'do iery eoi^inonTy take place WithiDOl 
relSrence to (henv without express purpose of 
disobedience, but through mere habit and ami 
mal excitement. This is^ilt, deep guilt. But 
is it less so to contemplate the express ^rg«i'' 
siohs of'inBhite goodness, and refuse thfcbi^ 
To'undersiand that God. so' loved' the woi'ld 
as'tagivqhis bhly begotten Son to die in order 
to saver ^ the guUtyJ and then coolly to refinst''t]i0 
plan in tota ; to s^t ohe^sself to invalidate the* 
tcstiinbB3r;^ to teir God thbt he caniibt sam 
men by' Substitution, or Ihar Ke ought nid\ 
Heratheheart is*boified in the acl^ and^ sndat 
ofiensivetydeterminedoriit* ' 
. In^the fbrmef case it is the body sini/though 
in close'connexion with the mind, which is en* 
slavfed to its'indulgence. The niind indeed utej 
actively^ foully,: and says, ^Tp-mon'bw shiEdl 
be as this day, and much more abundant ;" cbn^ 
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stmntng the body^ even beyomi its powers, to 
folfil the lusts thereof. Thesiiui^r is -tliere^ 
fore voluntary, and determine^, in his fieshly 
deedSj'therQ can- be no excuse framed for him;; 
his <lepraTity is great, his delniquency de^ ; ' 
But shall a sin of the mind be less a sin, be«*. 
causd the body has no share in it, supposing, it 
so to be ? Is .not the mind eminently the maxi' 
himself; and are tiot its improper actings essen* 
^ly sin ? Where the body pulls a trigger, and 
fifes a pistol, and a man is slain, the wholej 
guilt lies in the mind's intention. It is murder^ 
oc manslaughter, > or only accidental death, ac«> 
cording ^ the purpose or malice prepense shall 
be. In cases of heretical <;ontumaey, or even 
of supercilious doubting, the mind is clearly, 
engaged,' making its own choice, determining, 
according to a' blinded, or perverse, or at least 
a.bfiminally: careless, state of tl^e feelings. . lb 
who says, ^Give me thine heart,", discerns that 
the heart is the very thing withholden from^ 
him ; that it is in decided pppo»tion to hinv 
not yielding obedience, but refusipg it in a 
ra^tiner mQ0t determined and deliberate. . . 
- ; . Dqes the doubter read ^on the subject i Yes, 
what ? Is it to Ood'a revelation lie has rs-; 
eouree^ in order to enlighten hi4 Judgment, 
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to direct hia way ? No ; it is some book wmteoi 
in express opposition' to; the sentiinents of the 
Bible, which he prefers. He will examine fbf 
l^imself he says. And in the true spirit of one 
who ha& previously determined, he neglects oiM( 
side altogether; and examines j if it desetlrar 
mich a term, only those statements and thosa 
^arguments, which he previously/ kiiBowlsai^ 
drawn up in professed enmity to jlie dofitmM 
iihich he wishes to prove false, biiot tlun 
partial st&te of mind truly si^ul ? ' The wish id 
find divine statements false, is . the mind*d ttwi^ 
condemnation of them, and resistlmce against 
ihem. To read in this spirit, is to protlidHii 
determined hostility to the truth, and will be 
80' accounted. ^ • : » 

. That the error is only mental^ h no exei|se^ 
nor exculpation, nor diminution of the gink. 
Guilt might be greater if acted ony Icertaiftlj^ 
but it is nb^ exactly what this proced»re>f 
the mind makes it ; its own purposed* rejecticrt* 
of divine troth, as given ud of GrOd. = ♦ 

/ But* if guilt : be increased by acting on this 
erroneous conclusion, -this greater guilt is un? 
doixbtddly incurred. - Accompanying this judg- 
ment, and proceeding fi'om' rt,'is some de!ciu6i> 
<yr the will ^^ as :direct an act thisy as the blow 
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(if en to the Saviour, when his scoffing enemies 
9^hifi Messiabship at nought. ^I shall not 
tnifit in his blood, but in my own goodness,' is 
that direiQt rejection of metcy to which unbelief 
always leac^ When the resisting mind can 
t^.pieriiiaded of the reasonableness of its own 
l^uctaooe^ it becomes more hardened,, and 
iDpre . obstinate. The truth remains as true^ 
tU^bough by such a self-blinding .■ process 
lie cannot perceive, it. He who by his word 
set^ ther tcuth' before the mind, He who by his 
S|nrit urges the mind, to accept : it, feels, that 
l^^jl^ind profiers are ungraciously refused. He 
cannot but be greatly offended with this deter^i 
milltt^.n.' 

. Again^ let us examine the atrocity belonging 
to.tbese separate actions. 
^' Tbe .profligate sins chiefly against . man, the 
^kijlhter^Hgainst Grod ; does.not that seem to 
f^m^ihe balance at once? The profligate 
^iiU|shimi»^ in his bodily health most likely, 
in his estate, perhaps, and in his reputation; 
gn^ losses these. -He does great mischief tcl 
U^jown mind, to his natural powers, and to his 
mwd principles. He blinds his own eyes,' 
perverts his judgment, learns to call good evil, 
Wd.evil good. So that at, last he drinks in, 



I 



7^ THE BALANCB BmAWM; 

that he does not conceive it to be rebeHicNi,.1>ut 
only making jast distinctiohs. And he does 
this in daring violence to the regulation €€^ 
heaven^ which says, ^' He that hath not tbt> 
Son, hath not the Father." If the Father 
should abide by his thrice-given coammnd^ 
'' Hear ye him," he must be greatly displeased 
with conduct so contumacious. Unless be will 
shape his dealings to man's utter ignolnance, tor 
pervi^rse misconception, his judgmait is BbC 
likely to be favourable to such refusers.- 'Jl/ 
man's own denying U to be intended as ps* 
bellion, does not make the rebellion a whit*die> 
less real, even should it seem 'to be less Budig'^ 
nant. Seem to be, is proper phraseology here,! 
because it is from alienation of heart 'that jail 
resistance proceeds. In the immoial,' tki^ 
alienation appears rather against 'his' law^; :tii 
the doubting, denying mind, its qpfMHsdonls 
chiefly directed agisdnst the gospel ; egaiifs^ 
that method which infinite mercy has deviscdy 
for restoring lost man to favour, aqd to happi* 
ness. Does its principal virulence having tlua 
direction against the Almighty on hjs tfaifime 
of grace, take away any thing from its turplM 
tude ? If a man break the law indeed, bereisin 
the gospel atlear, a sanctioned, mode of escape 
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frpn^ 4eBerved punishment; but if he refuse 
tbtotpne onlj Temedy, there remaineih no other 
8acn6ee.£M; sin ; surely he must perish without 
nuttspyjif ; ■■ . . ^ 

; JbfBH- we estimate this mental resistance to 
dliMIQ'goodiiess at too low a rate of evil, let us 
eJinlQilie itf a little more minutely. 
. QoA the Father, surveying the whole case o. 
infai>: :ruia by sin, perceiving what was due to 
hiimrff as %he offended govemoC) what was 
n^cgyiaiy to the creature for his future security 
and .kM|)|4n€y% has di^wn up^ and promulgated 
fiMWHJ-bj^ rrbHlifnifT sUbjects,^ his own ioaode 
of •ijBMM'ation.-rThe doubter declares this mode 
t<^;, be iiQedkss,. protests against the propriety 
o|tthf4^whi€h infinite wisdom has preferred; 
jp p Oft f ijtfthe syptem, and refuses the invitation. 
H« : ut|i0rly neglects every mode of appeasing 
ditinniwrnd^ or presents himsdf in some mode 
of. hift'Own ; presents himself too^ proudly pre- 
SQtiliiq^ that the Almighty cannot but accept 
hini^r .mltfaough it should happen to be in 
diimt Ticdation of his settled^ his revealed, his 
awfiiUy sanctioned declaration, that any. one 
aitefivpi^kig to climb into his sacred enclosure 
any otber way but by this opened door, shall- 
be^ jMl e cm ed a. thief and a robber. Young 
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doubter^ conteltiplatB the guilt of such oiRidwf, 
and proceed no fiinher ih your vain attM^tl 
. Again ;— >paErt of the plan ip^ thai OkNl^lte 
Son should by taking on him human natuve^^ghe 
dignity to it, so that it might when offlbMd in 
sacrifice be of infinite value, thus aBMfned 
into inefiable ctnijunctto^ with the diviiiet 
that in this complea:' person he^ sh^mk), - as 
Mediator, bear the punishment doe to siih,^Md 
work:out a righteousness in a way which ^My 
hbnou^bly permit the offended M «geity ^f 
heaven to pass by the sinner's persoiiai l iifts 
giression, if he takes shelter here.- Th&i^MB- 
drous i»cheme is published among thodiaWho 
need it, and who might be expected ti>^ rtceitse 
it with admiration and thankfulness* Bot ' tile 
character we are supposing, will nrnth^rftdmiie, 
nor receive, this heayehly propositi. Hd'sttys 
his reason cannot conceive the naUM aS^ tiiis 
imputation, nor will he submit td b^lMed by 
such divine interference. It is truci htt flmt 
denies it to be divine, and denies him tof'be 
divine who thus died to save. Does this ksstn 
die contumely ? Do not these repeated tleniila 
aggravate that rejection, for which they ate 
fdeaded as an excuse?'' Is it possible- ^a;! ^le 
refused, Saviour can bear it the more patieiitliy 
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)pil9l^ilto he 18 infliuked also ? Young doubter, 
C9iilf^«|>lii|ter,. the specific guilt of suiclt be* 
jHmour^ and proceed no for ther in sdclnuh- 

^ Pl^ce- iopre>-Tiiot only is this he&yenly plan 
qfyq^tff ration fireely published among, proffeied 
t^^:Md pressed. upon, sinners' acceptance, in 
ihiQ ifwittmy the preached word ^ bqt it is no 
IffP #»,pi9rsonage than God the Holy Ohost, 
yfh^:hy his ^eeret whisperings to the conscience, 
fp0 8 B inietld» 4a the soul an inaitant, and un- 
npofv^. acceptance of the mercy; :so abso- 
Int^fi. needed, so: fieely. proffered, so filled, 
eCemaUy filled, with blessings. Every doubt, 
efeijpidekqE,. is. a resisting. the Holy Ghost. 
M«Qir« debate takes place in the man'sjuind, 
ll^.liltle. thmks with whom; nay perhi^ he 
Hllerly denies this, interference, or even ventures 
tilLflay thffre is. no Holy Ghost. The debates 
«rcuJMyweiEer real, i important, and decisive of 
Ae itatei to all eternity. Gaii such refusakj 
fiick'pertinacious and contumelious resistance 
. W/eateemed a. triffing crime. Surely not by 
lust who has said, of this obstinate opposition 
la the Spicit of Grod, it shall not be forgivoi. 
ITentmresonie doubter, pray for divine illumina* 
i; doBOt thus rashly extinguish the proffeiied 
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light, and choose thy own ignomni 
Do not refuse the only friend iifhc^- id 
guide thy feet into the .way of peace t 

At any rate, while thou art cond^i 
liar, a' thief, or a drunkard, do hot j^htne 
thyself as if impeccable^ in thy proud wiHr&te 
against Deity. Shall an insult to a sutijMt be 
an outrageous crime, and an insulti lo the 
SoTereign.be esteemed venial? Sbsdl atn fit- 
tempt to wrong the creature be condetnned, 
and shall this aim to dethrone the^ gvMI 
Creator be held a trifle? Sunely ccHiBcieiide 
must be seared as with a hot iron, to jadgi$'*ih 
this manner! i .:x'j 

Let us appreciate the evils^ ac^ordin^'to 
their poWer of keeping the man in suhjectlM. >^ 

The profligate is often deeply enslaved to bis 
sensual indulgences ; so that it is with pro- 
priety said, ^^How can ye who are awcttstomed 
to do evil, learn to do well ?'* Such revoittn;. 
however stricken, do. most commonly revolt 
more and more, till the whole head b heavyy 
and the whole heart is faint. The haavoi 
leaveneth the whole lump in time, hcivrem» 
$mall might aieem its virulence in its Bmaporm^ 
tions. Yet there is in general some convietion 
that . such iniquity is offensive to . God, 
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w cfliiure change in the conduct, before death 
^«^all come to fix -the state for ever. There is 
too iBL man's own self, sufficient power to 
avoid those acts of nn by which he is disgraced. 
He <ean jrefirain from drinking, and for awhile 
be does. He am forsake his sinful companions ; 
and if be makes this trial, and succeeds, he 
b^comesi confident of being able to turn to God 
Vbenever he pleases. Soothing himself with 
this hope he lives and dies in bondage ; although 
he suspects he is wrong, is often under deep 
convictions of hid errors, and wishes, in a sort, 
that he were better. 

• But he who doubts of divine truth, especially 
if he doubt long, and come to any determina- 
lion:against it, is persuaded by the sophistries 
of his feeble reason jthat he is quite right. 
After awhile at least, he does not suspect he is 
wrong in his opinions ; but pursues them with 
avidity, conceiving that he is escaping from 
the leading strings of childhood, and the tales 
of the nursery, and is struggling after manhood, 
and maturity of discernment. While a man 
conceives he is in the right road, he travels on 
gaily, and there is little hope of his turning 
tMuk, or discovering his error. ^ Seest thou a 
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rhan wiae in his own conceit, thei^ is OMHne 
hope of a fool than of him." False reaSMiii^ 
keep fast hold. . Reason is indeed the idol 
which is set up against God ; and the worship 
0f idolaters is always fenrid» ^' Hath; iwy 
nation changed their gods, which.are yet no 
gods?" Jer. iL 11. Djd U^e. reason^ Once 
suspect the weakness of his reasoning pow^r^ 
(here niight be hope of his recoyiering himself 
from their delusions^ .BiH that would i,Ba|ily 
a degree of humility, not often found in isiDch 
characters. ; .. 

. Then as to any power of chj^ngiog ; — :wa|;er 
cannot rise any higher than its source. ' Rea9on 
may stem the torrent of appetite^ as i| itf a 
different, and naturally a puperior^ {x>welr. 
But reason cadiiot operate upon itself, or 
become superior to its Own powers. Revelatiqn 
might lead it, but this assistance is^^purn^. 
Grace can enlighten it,:but sticb influence, .is 
out of the present question.; Purblind it.is, 
and can only grope ; blinded BdK>re and.^iQre 
][)y the difficulties and intricacies of its co^prse^ 
the fumes it meets with, and the blows .it 
receives, in its downward progress.. " Who 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclefin ? 
not one." Will it be any wonder^ if divine 
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jhutice' Aould lay, ^ Thou bast apjpealed to 
ieasoi% linto ceason thou shalt go.' Miserable 
IB tbe case then ; when a man's eye is darkness, 
Inw great is that daricness* 
' But the blindQess of reason is not the only 
ealamityj or its weakneiss the only cause of hit 
continuing afar off firom the truth ; especially 
the tmth as it is in Jesus. Because, as this 
perrennon of reason- springs firom the base 
tcfldency of , the afl^tions, according to the 
mk^ ^ We ha¥e loved idols, and after them 
will- we go :'' so, conversely, every act of j&lse 
reaaoniiig confirms the disposition to pride and 
sel&ccHifidence. The heart grows hard as the 
neAet millstone ; and the man, from declining 
divine instruction, begins to spurn it. ^^He 
tbalwalketh in the counsel of the ungodly, 
will soon sit in the s^at of the scorner." <^ Be- 
canie ye say We see, dii^refore your sin rt* 
maaietb.'' Be aware then of the hardening 
nature of this reasoning pride, and pray for a 
humble, a teachable, spiiit. 

Perhaps we shall discern where the greatest 
degree of evil exists, if we trace the specific 
renstance made by each against conversion. 

Converuon is. the heart turning to God, 
luider a eonviction of error, confessing guiltn 

xS 



acid i^pi^ying for mercy, to the imtitmed 
mediam of divine goodness. Now thiscon-t 
viction of having done wrong, is brought «q30B. 
the immoral without much difficulty. Commmi 
sense suffices to show them tbmt their lives.are 
wicked ; common conscience is able- to alarm 
them with expectations of ^vengeance. ■ Every 
threatening of the word* therefore, .coraes>to»a 
mind open to cotiyiction, humanly sfeakiiig; 
That thes6 convictions will end in conversnon, 
only when the divine Spirit takes theminhiuid, 
itiust te said in every instance; bat :W6 may 
temotk Oil pro4>abilitles, and natural tendefidea^ 
without tiJmig his influences into the questtott; 
We find thefefore, when John prieachedy dM 
though the Scribes and Pharisees did ^inol 
regard him, ' the common people believed iii 
him. Aiid our Lord tells the * same; sort, of 
chluticters, that publicaiis and*harlo^gamlo 
the kingdom of God before iheml. /Ofien 
therefqre^.we find the^e viler classes lepeniiiig^ 
'^ such were some of yen,'! is'the recoUebtkm 
of the apostle, when writing to- the seuiSsiL at 
Corinth. When «uch hear of <a Saviour, th^ 
know they want one. That he savesr^fisMlg^ 
according ,to the riches of ^ his ^own f^cs^ioe a 
yiseommendation ; (for : did he pioeatd ion- any 



«Mle dftnerit^ they ivoald be shut dut^fn hope. 
Ttey* therdbre love to hear of the Saviour^i^ 
ttMMisent, and of course of his Deity. Indeed 
€b^ir:^Mndiict ' and feelings prove, that the 
fgaepA ts^cakulated for sinners ; every principle 
<ftMi ii^dear to them : dearer, according to the 
d^ptk of tbeir convictions of sin, and their 
cotts^fkHMness of imbecility for any good word 

it Kf far otherwise with the. self-conceited, 
^hdf'pride tfaemsd^ves on their freedom from 
AMPnd'i^jfK^lutibn, possibly; and evince their 
pridkijiiy ianfing, ^ Thank God I am, not as this 
fMMieani^ : That this fiuicied exemption ia a 
mere delosicm, does not enter among tlieir. fears.. 
^bat-" much '^sin .Attaches to them, even with 
Mgimd'to their noghboor, will one, day appear^ 
And^duit desperate imquity defiles : them con- 
oeniog Hod, may be. demonstrated; if piide, 
fiaii* linbeliel^ and rejection of divine niercy, 
BnDafienBiv&^ But such crimes dov not strike 
dienif as criminal'; th^.^lory in them ra(her^ 
•aisnubehoeffin viiltue..' - - r <. ^ 

"!: jiWlieii.tborefore the huniliating doctrines .^f 
ilfip^^ospetare'preaehted to thein, they toot Only 
^toHnpOiee the necessity for such: a ^siem, .but 
'4MNry}p6int infitis it variance with th^icffcy^lr 
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i^tg^^ dMirirluik dispoiition m fofltik-ilo ihe 
pr0ptmi» of' graces* Tlie .unit gale ia too 
lUMlov to'pleaKe them, thej aie nol vampUd to 
etitfer; ' Their alterftion, as it is fek stoooglyy 40 
it ir ofteii blasphemously expressed. They 
b^one the most determined,. and malignant) 
dppDselB of the Savtomr, infais dying k»re^ aand 
fivibg glory; ThmireMBtanoe iaaot tbetOf^po^ 
sition of ignorance, but the keen resentaaont of 
knoHFledge, partial and perrerted. . Imftdels 
can scarcely malign the ^uths asofelieaitity^ 
than( the deep^read, systematic^ - Usitftiiaiu 
That he does not aUow it to be the tnsdl9,:i8 
an- aj^ramtion «f his gml^: not an «wiMii 

Ibrit. ' .;'-• : ':: ' :(?;• .mj . ;• .>h - :f ••:n 

As therefore yon wonld not heat rthe idoof of 
your heart firom the entrance of diyine'tfalhi 
be cautious how ydu listen to the ihsinuatioils 
of Soctniai^smy <A» they tend iostotk^and 
fbst^fr the pride of man, thfayiare always Iwh 
ceptflTble to cOrttqit ttatiire. :8atan, who knows 
thtir influence^ pltek the youngs the enqiuin^ 
the intellectual, the Self-sufficient mind^'twitli 
th^m^; as hepli^ the mone sensual, and bodify 
endMsd, with the grosser indulgences of Sfiirt»»' 
tke. ' In either case> he is sure of' hiftolgectt 
ftr both" stales of mind are .iiiimical tor:llm 
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gOtrpeX fiian of aalfatton..^ In rather caie he is 
the: atrong nuoi arnnoly keepiog his goodie 
While he din thus amuse with the IwOa of the 
fleri^ • er of the mind^ his goods, we in. peece. 

* 

Ifay e stronger ^dian he bind bins, lake pos- 
smrieny end spoil him of his goods ! Thea will 
inlay m healthy^ active body^ -many. an. intelli^ 
gsnlyiable Kind, be deToted^as is rigfat,^^ to 
the Stanour's service. 

, iitfC «i try .the nialignity again, by ita apti** 
Unfe-iocomiaadnate others. . : 

'Certainly ^il communications corrupt good 
meoBars, -. and vicious, example is deplorably 
^fidbeat iiicspreadiiig vile practices^ fiur and 
wide, especially among the young. Yet there 
is a sense in which we may say, 

- ? j I ' ■ ■ * ■ ■ ■ * ; • 

'^ \rice to be liated, needs but to be seen.*' 

;j: .. ." i ; .. ' • • ■ - 

iMeat. persona ere shocked at the grosser 
enormities . which deSle society. , Those who 
peactiae these abominations . are- in general so 
fi^? awace of this, as to reserve such indulgences 
fiH) sacraiy) aimI . ther black and dark night* 
Viees which io^re other% are scouted from 
soeiaty, unless it be those ranka of sodety^ 
higher or lower, where character is in litdNi 
eiitBak. ioid iha«e vio^i wbidb aie said only 



to ii^ttfem maiiiVielf^.sre uguidl]r vcnrei^' ^di 
a Utile bypocnsjiy or caution^ fiom a consdoaiu 
nass of the offmce tkey give. ^ i ^ « t^' 

• ttach therefore as make it their oiurderoaa 
bmineag to trepan the unwary intiytliar obi 
scene hailints, are carefiii to do it byf dow 
ct^rrees.' While niodesty, edncatioii, priiusiple/ 
or e^en yoiHhfal simplicity, have anynfiiHiMie^* 
profligacy must shock the foelings,- wAmm^ 
the most unwary of their danger. The w^e 
of a maiden^ or the int^rity of a yocith,(^o«iM 
be ^n little danger firom a.'fiill disclosuverof .^lie 
fiorgies of iniquity, such as delist the repmtaM 
mind... To avoid such ccMnpany, to tum^4nMb^ 
i^ and pass away, is the natuml feeUttg^^and' 
has saved many. from contanuimdon. f c-u^c r, r 
But is thereany thing shocking to the feel- 
ings in a doubt, a doubt which entreats en- 
quiryy that it may remain a distress ^sroliifi^giri 
If ^ere is, there are those who ka&trinm^Uf 
soften this doubt into a simple sdggeltkHl ;• W 
who %ill; seem to treat it as an enemy MM; ^Oft^^ 
by appiiaring to oppose it, and teS6k6 the 
dmibtingf '<mind, ^by reaedns mA 'ae^iitafl*hdt 
af^pear sitisfaoioiy, ' but ^'r^^ 'AMl^ 

diseussfoif.' *i'j^ ■-'«-> 'i 'f .'.>..'•. u .'cfj iry/b '^i 

> BisMMiioii^t is a word tef faarfeppcrtWii»,\ 



afiMHng proniBe of gratification to the n^ 
tipnal, the intdlectual, miitd. Can there be 
any harm in it ? Can it be sinftil . to talk the 
matter ovex ? The pride of reason is soothed 
bf 4he proposaL The safety of it is not for a 
Jitoment doubted. -Even, those who ^ may be 
coMoioiw of knowing nothing about the 
mailer^^ire^loth to admit this ignorance to.bea 
r s mon :.why theexikmination should not be ven* 
tomd: itiis rather a stimulus to curiosity, that 
one may remain ignorant no longer. So the 
fiiet^onunous trial.^at thatree of knowledge was 
faaaaide^ in the hope that the produce was 
good, 4o i^dce one wise. Yet \t is hdd hazacd* 
one tQi moke ecrperimehts in chemistry,, by those 
who know, not the tendency of the mixtuves 
they^ compound ; hazardous to try the inno- 
cency or Tirulatice of unknown substances ; to 
^FeiM»K& iipon reputed poisons^ hoping 4he con- 
stftutiim.is 'strong enough to digest the vrudity^ 
atidfjiesift its dehilitatihg/ influence. Those 
wkp'j^would rAOt: venture on a' dram with the 
drunkard, will driidi: deep: the intdxicating.draft 
of ecconeoiia ^and .w^istical argumentation. 
Xhekl high, opinion .of : their own discernment, 
df'theic powers, of reasoning, of thdr unbiassed 
dgMoul^tuiige them) onward. That'igncHMice 
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of the Other side of the questioiir ^Hhiich ihakci^ 
their reasoning, partial, «nd • inconclioiv^y 
brings them !to the condusioit so much^ the 
sooner, aiid gives them satisfactioOj. where the 
better informed would fei^l they could nfpc 
statid firm a moment. The fascina^ons Oif. 
reoESoning are the strongest, where we know 
least. That may be said of these pleasures 
which was said of pleasures moresensutd-; ^^ She 
has cast down many wounded, yea, stroi^ men 
have been slain by her;" Reason em^ofed in 
studying the book of revelation, may make 
interesting and important discoveries; but 
alone, is like a ship without rudder, or 6om« 
pass, more likely to conduct to utter ruin^ than 
to discover pleasmit and rich regions. 
' Let us compare them again,* in their speiaSc 
derogation from the divine glory. 
' If God is jealous of his ovm glory, it is pro* 
bable, that those crimes are judged by him to 
'be most heinous, which militate moststaoiigly 
against his sublime attributes ;' his wisdom^ fth 
^^liness, his justice, and his rtde. ' ' ':'^ 
. It is true that the profligate dishonoura hik 
law. The language of every sin ii^ ^ Let -lit 
break' his bainds asunder, and cast hia cords 
firom «•*' This must be extremdy oftnuye ¥} 
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tiie sqreieign Ruler) and must be visfted .witk 
7€a^9?fuice by the great. Judge. Na palliation 
of wdoi eoormities. is bene intended* . Yet per* 
lia|%;tlie sinner in the imidst of his touisgres^ 
sion ^^ consents . unto the law that it is good.? 
His; mind, honours in a sense the LawgiTer^ 
w^tijJ4-h«i.pi|trag^us appetites tread under foot 
hi^ holy aipul chaste precepts. . £?ei^ feeling 
<]£jiompunction testifies to this; erery syniptosn 
pf pedil^ce) hpweyer overborne by sabseqiient 
^ewq^talion, acknowledges his right to rBle} 
fifefj attempt at reformation^ howeyeraborti^ 
is a sort- of honouring him, while it lasts^ 
, ,,Bren where ther^ i^ tio jdoeapunctidiiy . the 
p^i^fligate's guilt, as far as it take^ its quality 
from the mischief done, r^s^s but. against; bun* 
^ali^ or his neighbour* FUgitious as this is, 
there are sins yv:hich touch not one's neighbour^ 
fiMT^tli^.Yery reason' of their enormity,: they rise 
]^gj|(^ by .beiag.aiis^d against God himselfi 
Ui I9'(ni^ thp blasphemer, the sabbath-breaker, 
nrp, 'm the common 8t4ti3tics of society^ not le** 
garded with abhorrence like the liar orvtlki 
4#eC*.biit ibia is oig^ipg to that sinful. selfidi«' 
mss% wbich e$Miniites crime3 as they a£^t our^ 
fdlyes, r^her th^n by the divine standard* .iWtt 
t)i^#fqre. pass oyor ^s&ns agaijiH the fim .^Mp 
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with leiB anger, or gender Gondmnnationy thAn 
we aQow to breaches of the second. Whether 
the great Judge will do the same, nmst be 
doubted^ while we find a first comfnandmmt 
placed before thes^ by himself. • 
. If, however, the profligate's cowses 
the glory of dominion to sel^ «nd wottht^vob 
the Almighty of his preeminence as Lawgiver ; 
the Unitarian does more, for by his ddiibta^ 
and his denials, he claims to himself the g^ry 
of salvation ; that greatest woit^, that h^^MSt 
doBunibn^ that sublimest praise, belonging'to 
Deity. ...>-.. 

' Nothing CBXk be dear^ than this, if GiSod 
does not save us, we save oursdhtes, if-vrn'mmi 
UiMtd. Every scheme which,^ by denyitte 

«^ «,Z «pi«Btog .^ L™i *; 

would, render the work of Ovation ^asy ; dota 
ta smch reflect upon infinite wisdom aiidfgoodK 
iahesty for claiming so highly for intodSenHkoe^fli 
a case which we can manage ourselves^ 'SMif- 
sentiment which would lower the Savkmr^ 
character to mere manhood, aims, not oriy to 
dethrone the Mediator, but to represent ikm 
lorfe '^which gave him to die fi^r-sinnerfi 'm 
nothing so very wonderfiil. The chdiliifigtt 
regulate 4>ur own aflEections, fedings, «id prin*- 
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eiple9^":withaiit the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit^ wts Aside his glory^' aond as far as wishes 
am^go^depriTes him of existence. " 
^ hutm ivrfiat high regions will unregulated 
speculation venture. What thoughts unbe- 
lienng, resisting, contemptuous, and athdstical, 
cnywdinU) the mind which ventures ^ to admit 
tlunrl What conclusions are drawn, sobrersiv^ 
c^ (divine goodness, sovereignty, and gloff i 
What resolutions are taken, barring thd sool 
agatest the entrance of divine truth ! What 
oonduot'^HowS' erroneous and ruinous^ IVom 
principles false and insidious ! 

It is troey he that sitteth in the heav^tla shall 
lamghj the Almighty shall have them in de- 
rision. Whether thiey believe,* or not, he abided 
finlhfttl, and will adhere to his oWn plan of 
morcy. But • is it pos^ble^ that it man cto' 
daivf the glory due to the divine Beintg-^-taK 
lefiiae'to give him the homage he claim8*-HMr 
i^i|^«againiBt his dignity, and resist theproAra^ 
oftiiiff^goodness,: without ^uilt? Can sueh bv 
lUQooent beeausethey^have given man hi$ dM,* 
irilen^beyhave attempted all in their power- to-' 
mb 6dd, \«nd prtsv^nt the worship which th^ 
oanesivfd. heart pays to the ^Redeemer. SaMlf 
c^mmmm ^ens^ ; asd that Teason of which %htff 
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ai^ 90 Ti(tn,.Bfio6t ladjudge agatiist[»tkem«» if 
wvf Biiia defile fbe temfile of God^ hkaj ij^itt 
God destroy.. Bui to throw^dontBtrhis^idtan^ 
Aadi forbid lO^iPto worsbips tb wtet at the 
henrtleltTde^otipn^ of sucb as love hiA thai 
cTiedfor them, must seem outrageous. It'woidd 
l^<wi9e< lo.say^- '-0 my soul^ .cofiieAiHiiti lliou 
miu> tiieur iiearet, unto tlieir aeacpiblyfaatee 
keoQUr he» not thou united." Is it toa^nmch fo , 
fsac^ tkat such as never bowed ta: j€SQa<ioa 
eard^ v?iU* not be adgsitted ther^ vrhtre-aU 
W^^ in hea^n?' With;aaiU^race viioiildlbty 
touch a haip or chaunt to ant^ieai.lQrhiai 4lM 
sits upoa the' throi^, and jto tto hkwkf, : i T ? 
. Ouce more, let ns k>6k at die tinofM^yy mut, 
associates, of each class of offendeia^l \ / .r.: : f : - 
.MAglanfie may suffice;-"*<^e d4«e Hotenl^.llie 
various haunts of the vicious^ ^ We vvill leather 
allavK^ ^bal^ usually they are atuongi'the jofvait 
ofi^mankUid ; aljthough sbmetimiSft ^ice bacMMi 
spbndidy and ! shows . m unabsfshad ftonlnifafc 
domes imd palai^e^ {^rliaps-in leaiihwesbaU^ 
find: qiieQifio: and; a^qproprbte souscea.of- db^i 
tastatioft; and g^iefi i The pietuitsysaUrriliar 
eolouaced now imdre darkly, /and oam m <iamm\ 
beilUsait dyet; but the lineaments, avatfiigbtifid^ 
the passions depicted ana baae^ selfisl^ amaaaly 
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* 

md fldbihorreBt, • Even the gayest trappings do 
•ol hidfi^ they rather, display enormity, and 
Ibcce it Upon our notice. While every chastfe, 
honttk,. and faooourable feeling, .revolt from 
Iba: baser orgies, the grosser garbage, of sea- 

maliiy*^ - • • • 
j:ifihaB.we'Bay, that doubters are found .rather 
among Jlhe intelligent, the respectable, the 
lienevcAent^ the worthy; that the young,. the 
uninitiated, the simple, and the well<nfianifig, 
are often found in their ranks ? We shall be 
near ibe truth if we allow this. Yet let us not 
badebeived by this appearance, so fiivourable, 
to prepomessing ; as we are obliged too to 
^ttunefate ^laracters less allaring, absolutely 
terrific. Satan was certainly the first doubter ; 
aiid still maintains his place at the head of the 
firatevnity* Indeed it is not quite just to call 
him a doubter, seeing he both believes, and 
taenbles. Yet as it was by such suggestions 
Chat-h^ began his attack upon innocent Eve, 
IUmI as stiU he maintains the warfare against 
divine truth by similar stratagems, he may be 
Jilkmed to keep this pre-eminent station. Truly 
he ^ill k^ it, whether we allow it 4>r not ; 
vsiU keep it the more effectively, for all the 
doubt* ctfk which may be indulged. 
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'' Ye shall not surely die,'^ is Mk^epitoxxmiof 
all the cesistances made, move covertly, ocnwre 
openly, upon the grand doctriiie of origkicil 
8i%and all that set of truths, which issnectiii 
the; eternity of hell torments ; a. fltatemoii 
which all the deyils in hell wish to be banished 
from the imaginations of m^i. «Shall ;#e:side 
with them, and embrace the doctrinea; tif 
devils, and venture our souls on their da* 
ceptions? : . . /.,-'. i 

There is a strong resemblwace too im< the 
animating principle of each pacty^ which: Monis 
to. argue for the connexion priasamed;';tlie.aiBft 
of both. is,. to derogate from the person^- rWlPftif 
and glory, of the liord Jesus Chi^st. '.-.MSmk^ 
hates him; their opposition is alsp firm,.icpii^ 
stanjt, jand often malignant. Their Ofii^n^iMs 
are personal, they are usually points :aB ^^^ 
prc^sly as if the two parties .were in^leagi^; 
together. If '' he that is not for us is against Ms/* 
has any application, surely it will apply hfflfkil - 
to one party, as truly as to the Qther* . €W 
such a coincidence be casual ? Mu^t not Satun 
rejoice in such coadjutors ? If they are MiiiMfiy. ^ 
fightii;^ on his s^de, yet they b^p him eerlaiiiiljM 
And the aophistiries they invent, .tbc^^ vjpiiriiC. 
attacks tb^y make, and the ^Qb}u(^iig,!ciilii*. 
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cums -they avow, intimace,- that in -return, he 
nam JBiid then helps them. If Aniinoiiiiana 
lafaoar4Hi his side by their defence of laxities,^ 
or ^ sensual ^indulgences ; Unitarians assist him^ 
aisD^'^by their endeavours to reduce the Saviour, 
ta tataf away the loveliness of Him who alone' 
can bdip the sinner, and explain avrtiy his 
power,.till;it is scarcely worth while to ask his . 
assistance. 

If *tl|e guilt of Satan is great, can their guilt 
• be stnall, w4iic^ is exactly of the same nature ; 
the pride of mental power, refusing to Itobmit, 
and -'Wielding with might and malignity the 
brond sword, or the subtil arrow? Still aiming 
at Jlifli/whom Grod hath set forth, a propitiation 
forairi. 

We^ need not fear the issue, for ^ He must 
reign -tiU he hath put all enemies under his 
feel.*?^ {But surely the caution is appropriate,* 
^.^ Take, heed, lest haply ye be found fighting 
against Ood." 

How is the mind debased by every error ; 
error es{^e<iially that is wilfully soi^ht, though 
not aought under that name; error that is 
aSeotkmately heldj because its defilement is not 
of itfaitt/Oneonly sort of immorality^ which such 
minds ' aire accustomed to fear ! The' disease of 
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tb^ s^suaI treaka out io un;^btly bloUhflei^ 
we are alariaed, aod k^^ aloof; . but the dis- 
orders product by. doubt^unbeliei^ and. item- 
neons aotioQs, do not meet the.eye^.tbej'^aBe 
buried deep in the (pan's mindt Hhej sctaot. 
ever becoipe. offensive to. obsenFation ; eKCcpl l» 
those wbosiQ Ibve.of the Sayiour makes them 
jealous, of his honour^ with : a godly jivakMiaj. 
There is an eye however, which sees ^ the 
i|)(n<^t soiil, which discerns the latent si^kof 
evil ; the virus which cgntamioates the hcMl, 
imd pa)ralys&es all it^ operations. To him thd 
ipind Qf one who harbours, a doubt, !who:lK>ktty 
rises to a denial, must appear oiore oflfeBgif% tliMi 
did the pei*son of Miriam to the people, wirai 
Jier internal rebellion was marked by the hideoas 
leprosy. There was in all likelihoods no visible 
diminution of beauty ok strength ia theboditii 
of Adam and Eve, when they had eatm the tof^ 
bidden fruit ; .but the eye^ of infinite pnritf ^hlw 
gross distortion and defilement in the mkitLiThft 
knowledge of evil obtained, had indeed optated^ 
their eyes so far, that they disconed their joMi 
sinfulness, and strove to hide their diprairity 
frc»n their Maker^s eye. It were well if ^dieb' 
children had always retained a portion ><)f'iluil 
modest fiear^ Sin is made doubly -offeMsiW*' -liy 
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its cfeiranveness. When it is therefore . pre^ 
seated to the Almighty himself in the odious 
slM|ie of denying his statements, refusing! his 
grace, and blaspheming the person of liis dear 
Son^ it is impodsiUe but that the heart in- 
lldlgii^ such notions, though as mere specula* 
tiitms,f;niu6t appear to be tremendously guilty: 
That' neidi^ murder' nor adultery defile the 
conduct, is but little defence, when the bold 
injtirj^rises against the throne of heaven, and 
agiainst him that sitteth thereon. 

Surely, in whatever point of view we place 
the two delinquences, that of the mind must 
be greater than that of the body ; that which 
riste against God more offensive than that 
which chiefly injures man. With all the energy 
with which one should caution a youth against 
the principles, practices, or haunts of vice, one 
ought to caution the thinking, the speculative, 
against the insinuations of philosophy falsely 
so called. The notion of mental error being 
•inaocent, is very false, and very deceiving. 
iBrror is a disease of the understanding, loath^ 
some as any disease of the body; and like 
other diseases disarranging the functions, dis* 
organizing the whole system of the mind, in its 
a£fectioD8, resolution, and actual conduct. If 
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one cannot touch pitch without being defiled, 
80 neither can one come in contact with error 
without being more or lessy as the heart 
. accepts it, injured by its adhesion. 

^^ Buy the truth, and sell it not." Study it 
in Grod'sword, his vford is truth ; jB.nd do not 
part with it, or depart froin it. Keep this 
diyine wisdom, and she shall preserve thee. 



CHAPTER V. 



LET tt ASK THE OPINION OF THOSE AROUND. 

Abe we oyrselyes parties in the case, and 
liable therefore to haye our opinions biaissed by 
^pre«conceived notions, or warped by roused 
feelings, either of attachment or anger ? Let us 
then put aside these feelings in some degree, 
and endeavour to ascertain the judgment of 
those who, not haying human sensations, may 
be supposed to act more consonan^t to the true 
state of the case in its several circumstances. 

Let us ihquire the opinion of angelic spirits; 
they are represented as flitting to and fro upon 
gracious errands, to those who are the heirs of 
salvation. Although we cannot subpoena them 
to give their testimony, yet possibly we may be 
able to guess the nature of it, what the nature 
•of it would be, could we hear or see tbem, as 
they see and hear us. 

Let us imagine, therefore, some holy spirit, 
fiiU of life, from the immediate preseiwe of 
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God in heaven, delaying his flight awhile, in 
passing Qver one of our towns. He hears a con* 
fused noise from some full alehouse. It is the 
Lord's day, but the temple of intoxication rs 
full. Oaths, and ribaldry, and the drunken 
song, assail his 'ears; his sight is disgusted 
with stupid, or inflamed countenances, with 
fllthiness, and vomit. Possibly, in one comer, 
he discerns the nightly plunderers laying deep 
their plah^ for spoliation and murder. Or he 
sees the adulterer cherishing his lascivious 
design, impatient till the darkness may allow 
him opportunity for his base aiid injurious 
gratification. He wonders, is disgusted, and 
hastens fi*om the scene of profligacy, with 
which his pure mind has no principle of assi* 
milation. 

Passing a street or two, he sees a building 
dedicated to worship. He wiU refresh himself. 
He sees a few are assembled, he finds the 
service is begun. He listens, expietting to.bear 
something of Christ, the well-known object of 
worship in heaven, the well-known Savioui^ 6f 
the world of sinners; he is disappointed, his 
name is not mentioned. The leader vms only 
in prayer. But he begins to instruct his hearers, 
in the gospel ; can this be done veithout ex* 
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htbiting .Jesus ? Yes ; a itiere lecture on 
morality, with a text from the Bible, and tlie 
thoughts from Seneca, suffices ; and it is well 
if so it happen. This is neglect indeed, offensive 
neglect. But it is w6rse on the present occa* 
sion; for he preaches directly on the atone- 
ment, and all his arguments go to prove there 
is no such thing, lest any love to Christ should 
be generated. His deity is mentioned, but it is 
to state, that this notion is merely an eastern 
^ll^ory, and has no reality in fact; that no 
one ought to worship him. The angel who 
had just been bowing at the throne of the 
JLamb, is astonished ; the bright radiance of 
the exalted Saviour's glory still beams in his 
recollection. The joy felt by the heavenly 
host, when all the angels were called to worship 
him, still glows in his breast. His disgust at 
such irreveraice may well be great. His dread 
at the foulness of profligacy, was tempered with 
ihe knowledge that there is a fountain opened, 
which can wash away such guilt. In the 
pres^fit case he knows there remaineth no 
other sacrifice for sin. Those who refuse this 
one offering of the Saviour, must perish without 
vemedjr. He may perhaps pray, that light from 
the «acred Scriptures, firom the Holy Spirit, 
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might dart into their benighted minds. But'hisI 
opinion of their deep iniquity cannot be small ; 
the blindness of mind, the alienation of hearty 
wUl appear to him desperate. The very con- 
trast serves to represent this impiety as more 
hostile to God, more hard to be subdued, more 
imlikely to be changed to faith and hoUnesSi 
than the other. Those v^ho form another 
opinion of the angel's feelings,^ have never seen 
the Saviour on his bright throne ; not even by 
that faith, which is the clear discernment of 
things not seen. 

Shall vre imagine anoth^ scene? Gabriel, 
who has heretofore come to earth with mes^ 
iMiges of mercy to individuals, might be sent 
even in our day, to whisper divine &vour to 
spme palpitating bosom. The city, the street, 
the house, he finds with ease ; but which is the 
individual ? The whole family are congregated, 
and in animated discussion on a sermon heard 
that day. There is a sort of general consent 
among the speakers to extol the preacher, as a 
man of uncommon talent, very keeii in making 
nice distinctions, and ascending high in the scale 
of truih. ' I am convinced he is right^' sayv one; 
^ CSertainly,' says another; ^ No other System' 
can be rational, or worthy of credit,' mfg i^ 
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third. .The angel was going to fulfil his 
message, lind whisper sweet hope to this eldest 
son of the &mily ; till he heard him add, ^ For 
my part I am determined — ^that if I cannot save 
myself, I will never be beholden to another's 
righteousness ; there can be no more virtue in 
the blood of Christ, than in the blood of any 
other man.' 

The sort of general laugh which succeeded, 
made him suppose he must have mistaken the 
house; till looking more minutely, he perceived, 
sitting behind, a Mary, with a pale counte* 
nance, and a trickling tear, speaking to herself, 
tnaudibly, ^^ O that I may be found in him, 
ndt having my own righteousness virhich is of 
the law, but that righteousness which is of 
God, by iaith in a dying Redeemer." The 
angel did not hesitate any longer ; he poured 
^he sweet balm of his message into her mind, 
and <feparted. The s^isation of gladness was 
too mighty to be restrained. She silently arose, 
retired to her chamber, and there poured forth 
her faith, her love, her fixed thankfulness, into 
the ears of Him who had promised to meet her 
there in her seasons of retirement. It is im- 
possible an angel should mistake on such a 
point a9 this. They have waited on the 
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SayiouT) both oa earth, and in beayeii. Tbey 
have seen, and < do see continually. Legions of 
them are at his command, and his high behests 
gratify, and i&nimate, those armies in the upper 
heaven. ^ 

:•■ Gan there be danger of deception, yvhen we 
Ibllow Scrijptufe imagery, in supposing that an 
eye opened as was that of Gehazi, ' might see 
chariots eP&re and horses of fire, with chartibiro 
and selraphim, careering through the azure 
firmament? There are seasons when, if one 
w^re to inquire why their airy legions were in 
such Qommotiott ? why vital activity was kiii« 
dling • in their chariot wheels ? or, on what 
occasion thdir BtnAeB were collecting from all 
quarters ? the answer would be, ^ It is tO«day a 
high holiday in heaYen. A grand act of homage 
is to be rendered to our great Masten Th» 
netliming season calls for our prompt attend^ 
anee. It is a day when all the sohs of- Qiid 
l^lresent "themselves before hinu Some firesh 
dheovery of Messiah^s glory is to be made^ 
Itiatae animating exhibition of the Lamb that 
was^skni^. The voices of many ange)s %ill b^ 
heiKrd round about the throne, hymning bfii 
})ri^; The four living ones, and the ten 
thousand times ten*^ thousands of his i^eemed 
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sain^fi^ wiU join in choral balleluyahs, and will 
cry, ^^ Worthy the Lamb th^t was slain, to re- 
ceive ascriptions of power^ and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing." Those are joyous festivities, 
when, thus assembling,^ and thus fevoured, and 
tlius animated, united worship rises ; when every, 
creature which is in heaven, or in the earth, may 
be. heard' saying, '.' Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that siitelh upoii 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, forever and 
ever«" Glorious is the shout of aaergetic 
triumph, when, through the mmltitudinous 
hosts, echoes the long, loud, reiterated, Ameny 
and Amen.' 

These are not altogether scenes of fancy ; 
the revelations ^of God bear us out in>*sueh 
suppositions, and give the hints on. which jthey 
are piovsly formed, llev. v. 11— 14, *^ Praise 
him all ye angels which excel in strength, that 
do his commandments, heark^ng unto tbci 
▼oice of his word. Bless the Lord allyehia 
hosts, ye ministers of his that do his pleasure. 
Bl^ the Lord, O my soul." Ps. ciii. SO. 

Shall we pass into the lower regions ? There 
are the foul and false spirits, who lie in wait ta 
deceive ; yet they sometimes are forced, by a 
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power they duinot renst, to "tpeek the tral^ t 
and troth from a bitter enemy Is cloidi>lyiin^ 
portant, when it corroborated pvaisel 

If Satan is capable* of pleasure, undoubtedly 
it is when his schemes for enticing into sin^ii^ 
successful. He loves the abodes of sensuality 
therefore, though he can form no ai^prbfMbEtte 
fiotton of the basi^ ienjoyinent. He fills the 
druhkard*s cup, and helps to botst up his 
elbow to the proper level. He riots in stMei^ 
ef lascivious debauchery, for there two fit lettst 
are provoking each ot^c^ td revel in iforbiddtti 
delights. YiH he knows he scarcely needs 'to 
present temptations to such as willingly tempt 
themselves ; but they often solicit his aid fin 
new, or strange, or' more polluted, enjoymi^ts. 
And he deems* the companies of publi eana^and 
sinniiers to be still more worthy his atteiiticfn, 
because frequently have they beeii'bn)tefi'iu 
lipoh, dispersed, and changed into patent 
believers, by the foolish things of this world, 
«ven the very foolishness *of preaching ; which 
brings with it a 'power tlirough the: nam^^of 
Jesus, which he is hot able to resist.> He YitigKt 
leave them to themselves, if it were not for the 
si^tited dodtriiie of atonement by a^dyiffg 
Redeecfier. ^He ^Itas brought ft ' general ton* 
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feSHon from other preacherff, that when men 
have sank their rationality by atrocious vices^ 
there is but little hope of reclaiming them to 
▼iftue. But he well remembers the hordes at 
Bphesus, at Corinth, and at many a heathen 
'City^ -which were v^on from him by the 
doctrine of the cross. He feels now alarmed 
ai'SttCh a sound ; and is not able to rest, while 
those who love a crucified Sayiour are so 
anxious to allure others, by his dying love, 
•and linog energies. Many a time when soaring 
-hf^ in hopes, and acknowledged dominion, 
iie has fallen as lightning from heayen, at the 
blast of the gospel trumpc^ ram's horn as 
it is. 

He knows well, that it is not eyery one who 
-bears, or who names, the name of Christ, of 
whom he need be afraid. The seyen sons of 
Sceva the Jew, whom he employed to imitate 
and bring the preachers of Christ into suspi* 
cion, were stopt in their career by a compelling 
power, which forced his own minion to fly 
upon them. He knows that many honour 
Christ with their lips, whose hearts are far from 
him; they are yi^lcome to preach, they are 
strong bulwarks for the defence of his kingdom. 
There are others, who though they :clain| .the 



Safvioifr'^ nwak% and the privileges of hb kiagw 
do|% w^ploy lesB deception,, and opeiily vilify 
him ^hf>m they caU master and loiid, but whoo^ 
they ' do no| obey. To the^e. he listens fire^ 
quently, with all the pleasure that malice can 
&e) ; tp these he suggests foi^gptten objections^ 
and subtle criticisms ; into these he Mifuses th^ 
foggy doubt^ the deceptive, sophistry, or ih^ 
hard^iilg conclusion. To rerist the Savionr 
is.htt grand aim, it is theirs also ; to.depreciali? 
hifi work) to deteriorate his dif iqe prOHaplesi 
to call men off from all heartfelt regard- to hia^ 
are points on which they both ftgcee. He seea 
pride shutting up theijc hearts agadnst eveiy 
doctrine^ and every feelii^g, which could make 
the /Saviour precious* And, although he. vcm« 
ders^ he .approves, assists, and. yields them 
every solace which their cold inanimate systaoa 
can f^ord.; Well a¥rare that all is safe .to 
bims^f while Christ, is degraded, he'ellowf 
ib^m benevolence to men while they resist the 
Saviour. He cheers them in their dull workf 
widi human applause, and a large share of sdf- 
satisfiiction. -^ Verily they have their reward fi 
though not all of it in this world. 

Hia own opinion indeed he keeps to hims^) 
except when now and thsa his howling^ under 
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ft fniitlesB ^liordy have betrayed iu ^' I. know 
tbee. irho thou ait, the Holy Ooe of God/' 
Baidiie oBoe^ hambled even to entreaty thait he 
migfait not be atnt out of the country* The 
dnrilB ikncrw hiai : they remembered well when 
bia-.almig^b^ arm horled them over the battle* 
menl» of heaven into the deep abyss ; and they 
know loo, that a day 19 fast coming, when in 
that 'deep abyss they , shall be forcibly imt 
prisoned, without the possibility of deceiving 
thaiiaticms any more. Fearing this awful, this 
irroaisiiUe day of doom, he redoubles his dih- 
geitee, kilovring he has but a short time. Every 
mode of temptation therefore, which the.lusts 
of: the flesh, or of the mind, can furnish to him, 
he .]piit8 .'in action ; assailing the sensual with 
Antinomian no.tions ; and enEniaring the.intel* 
lectoal, the ^Ifkipiniated, with all the charms 
of Sociiiian sophistry ; aware that this espe*, 
ciaUy- blinds, and enchains, the mind; aware 
thai- one sentiment derogatory to the Saviour, 
suffices- to keep him out of the heart ; and thai 
onersuch notion will bring with it a numerous 
train of consociate errots. Experience,, long 
experience, has taught him, that a sly sug? 
gestion is often more effective than a direct 
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ftttack; that siq^ping ihefiMindation^-at^hat 
raayHwem an ineffective distance, wilLin tim^ 
if not speedily discovered, 4ad v^orouilf ^ 
countermined, make its way into the heanyuthe 
^ery citadel. Then will the gates be o^peaed 
t6 every wild notion ; and the deqi4Qdj(^ 
blasphemies will confidently stalk labfoad* 
There is now bat little probability :of eochi'a 
tonl submitting to the humiliating^ se^ropiy^ 
Ing go^l of Jesus Christ. 
* Another sort of evidence may cpase .closer 
koflae : it is that of the Sociniana themsehmk . 
' Socinianism, or Unitarianimn, (callitrWhat 
' you will, for there is no need of nicedietiae^ 
tions,) 'does tolerably well for youth, and 
health, and fine weather. It may pasts'-fta-a 
Irattan cane, to flourish away with, butitiaal) 
prop to a man when be is feeble, oppressed, ^or 
infirm. It is hardly W(»rth while to a^k of one 
who is healthy, apnd prosperous, what* -his 
opinion may be of Christ, although "maaiy a 
one of that description has found him preeicNOa 
But the giddy, the thoughtless, die -hapi^, 
have np judgment in such a case. Almest^^ajsky 
set of notions will server a man who {^ek^io 
necessity^ to call them into us^, and nuiffy'-are 
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cbtttent^^lliOQt «v«ft a shred of « system. TIm 
vM^of «QC^ is of Itule importttice ; even when k 
cdM tlHt tight sidd it is feeble, and inefficenU 
■ We Mtiisc wait awhile theiefore^ before we 
MMi|yt to gather an opinion from sach eharac* 
tM^'^lpoA'poiifU of this nature. But there are 
tiMieli livheit men's opinions change, and the 
impovfeanoe of -such change is derived greatly 
firotti tfasf citcumstanceB under which it takes 
place. 

' It te t^ue thAt many brought up in Calvinism 
be(mM^86<!inian9; and some, from Socinians^ 
biSctenif-CkiWinists. Shall Ive therefore say this 
c)tJMI||i^ argues nothing on either side, but the 
^Ifteiieife' of the human mind i Nay, let us 
exftmfaie'. Those who fl*om Calvinism emibrace 
UMtariaii: doctrines, usually do it in the igho- 
nMce'Of^iemth, the gaiety of high health, and 
tfte diHri<tesiieiBS of worldly prosperity. But 
ffaoM/ who from denying the atonement, cleave 
toit^iroftl disowning the Saviour, humbly seek 
hittt <i fifid this change a matter made necessMry, 
fltnn the pressure of calamity, the deep eon- 
tieti^ of sin, or the near and terrifying prcd^ 
piwStof eternity. 

' Sotnetimes this change, which gives lip 
Socinian notions, takes place under the. in-. 
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fliiehce of convertihg grace ; when/ as .^e hold, 
the Holy Spirit of Grod comes powarfully to 
convince of tin. Under a sense of being in the 
sight of God a sinner,' and thereby justly 
exposed to divine vengeance, all the sophistry 
of Socinianism fails. The man feek himself 
^^ bom in sin, and shapen iii iniquity ;" finds 
out that every imagination of his heart is evil^ 
only evil, and that continually. In this con- 
dition he needs an atonement. He has nothing 
of Us own in which to stand before God, his 
best righteousness being but as filthy rags. 
Now if the Holy Spirit, whose office^ i)t is to 
^^ take of the things of Christ and show them 
to us, if he exhibit to -us the atoning blood of 
Christ, repreisent him to the mind ad the Lamb 
of God, who by dying in the sinner's stead 
taketh away sin ; this represenliation is ftQcepta- 
bl^ because it is appropriate, is found to ^ 
necessary, ahd is offered freely. Theimar'b 
real wants make this contrivance, which. |r«- 
lieves them, admirably excellent ahd precious. 
Now surely a preference given in a season 
when necessity not only impels, but directs the 
choice, may be taken as giving the tru^ merit 
whei*e due. No man trusts himself^ when^ he 
finds out what he is, and what he lieedcL 
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Spciniaits themselves will loVe the Saviour, and 
apply for his atonement, whenever a true, or 
deep sense of sin comes over them. Let it be 
added too, that in those moments of conviction, 
when sin stares them in the face, their concern 
is roused, not only by their deviations from 
moral rectitude, as regards their neighbours; 
bu|; their unhallowed speculations appear to 
them in their true enormity, and their often 
refusal of the Saviour, and his grace, are 
evidently to themselves so ^many instances of 
gross sin ; wherein the pride and rebellion of 
the carnal heart against God, marked the dis- 
cussion, and the resolution, and the whole 
process, to its issue, as fully fraught with 
blasphemy. No idea of the innocency of 
mental error remains vrith them. But, as. the 
case supposes an absence of gross irregultM^ity 
in morals, the main source and shape of sia 
will appear in their dislike to the Saviour, and 
resistance, to his grace. Their sneers, th^r 
sophistries, their violent attempt to get rid of 
passages of the sacred writ which are found 
contradictory to their predetermined dogma% 
will now fill them with dismay^ It will require 
the full display of divine grace in Chri^t, to 
convince them that such iniquities can be. foiv 



114 THB J&DOMENT OF OTHE|^ BSlNa^* 

giTen, and to sooth their feelings, that th^ 
may forgive; ao, they cannot do that — ^thatth^}^ 
may bear with, themtelves. 

Sometimes these salutary conyictions do not 
take place till a dying bed* It requires the. 
near prospect of eternity, the terrifying view of 
hell, to rouse the mind from its torpor, to 
odunteract the anodynes of a self-approving 
system. Let alone till these last agonies, the 
caae becomes awfuL On these treHibling mo- 
ments lies the whole weight of a life's responsi- 
bility, of. a never-ending eternity. That np 
pnparation for a change of- worlds has yet 
been made, is felt to be too true ; how can it 
be rightly ordered in the perturbation <^f tbesQ 
fleeting sensibilities! It is found now, that 
however a nian ' may live without Christy he 
cannot die without him ; that the mere name 
^ Christ does not give either acceptance^ or 
hope ; that an interest in him, is something quite 
di^ent from bearing his name. Content onc^ 
with bdng a believer in his mission as a pnn 
|>het, he now longs to realize, what the apostte 
calls faith in his blood. The term was onct? 
halefiid to him, the object of his scorn ; tbefieVif 
ihg appeani now as if it would b^ delightful) 
any approach whiph at times be makes towarda 
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iPiiddiik his fairs, ftnd darts a gleam of hope 
tfitotigh his reviving spirit. Shall the last v^ords 
of a dying man have weight with us ? surely one 
who changes, who so changes, his sentiments, 
must act vrith a seriousness, a roused energy, 
which may give importance to opinions so 
cleaiiy, so decidedly, adopted. 

Such scenes as these do sometimes occur. 
That we see them so seldom, only proves the 
hard^ing, blinding eflfect, of the soporific 
notions long indulged. There is much force 
given to this statement by remembering, that it 
neter is the case, that a dying bed produces a 
ptefemice of Socinian notions. No one in 
such circumstances repents of the strong attach- 
metit to the Saviour he has felt, nor wishes 
he had kept him, and his blood, at a greater 
distance. 

As we are inquiring after the opinions of 
ptfaen, may we not respectfully imagine to our- 
selves, the sensations of the great Jehovah, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, when sentiments, 
and appropriate conduct, thus offensive, are 
presented, approved, and persisted in. Can 
the Father of mercies, and God of all grace, 
be pleased ^en his scheme of sovereign bene* 
ficence is refused ? If the neglect of the care* 
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less is disapproved; tbe purposed: .'s%lii. of 
those who profess to examipe, must draw -forth 
deepeir disapprobation. To be. told that :his 
wondrous effort of wisdom, lovQ^ and pow^ 
in the person and work of the Redeemer, .wad 
needless ; to have it sneered at, ov expliw^ 
away ; to be told that what he detests, hedMU 
nevertheless accept; and that notwithstaoduig 
hid declarations that the works qf 4he : UW 
cimnot save, yet such works, aiid iaipoHe^ 
works .too, shall be forced iipon hkn.. Suind]| 
this must be deeply resented i Yeti is thersb 
any exaggeration in this statement i Do lioVibs 
repeated declarations of Seripture beaj^ it ^t? 
Might not much more be added.? Do9S nottlia 
whole tenor of the wprd of God sun .in -^^ 
form? That he can pardon and r^ierwitoch 
rebels, is, the wonder. 

Blessed be the great Son of God, he bath 
said, '' He that speaketh a word, against me, 
it may be forgiven." Yet there call be ^no 
doubt (for the wrath of the Lamb tdstifielr.tQ 
the truth of the sentiment) . thai resistance of 
his. grace is a high crime in his esteto* W^ 
enemies shaU be slain in his presence ; happiy 
are they ivha kiss the Son while bis anger ia 
kindled but a little. 
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He. who was compassionate to the publicans 
and harlots, spake severely against the Sad* 
dtfcees. He who bore being set at nought by 
Herod and his men of war, protested to Pilate, 
that those who had delivered him to his tri^ 
bwiaL had the gfeater sin. ^ He came to his 
0¥lB^ (and his own received him not,'' is the 
poilit of the . provocation. The betraying the 
Sonr^of man with a kiss, hardly applies, for 
the methods of these parties are seldom so 
frietidliy; they resemble more those who came 
with, fiwords and staves to take him iht6 
custody, and bring him to trial, charging him 
with blaisphemy. 

Aa the blood .of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 
all sin, niay these be persuaded of and find its 
efficacy, how in this world of gospel grace. 

The denunciations on the sin against the 
Holy Ghost, seem t6 bear in a threatening 
manner against such as either deny his exist* 
ence^' or ev^i disregard his influence. If the 
profligate are guilty in this latter respect, can 
thole be less guilty on Ivhonv the denial of his 
existence is chargeable? Let such who hesi^ 
tat^ to own himj or to ask his aid, seriously 
answer this- question. Gradious are his con* 
Aescedsions in proffering his assistance ; mighty 
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is Us power in ooimiiGiiig the world of -din; 
precious are bis consolations, whm he comet 
as a comforter; and most important is. his 
work^ in making the saints meet for their^in- 
heritance in light* Can all tUs peace beie- 
flisted without greaj^ guilt i That r^nsal . must 
bring great loss of ail hb sacred^ his «lmiglity 
energies, most be allowed. And the guiU of 
resisting the Holy Ghost is not a pcoblemiy it 
ia a known, and fixed reality. If saints are 
earnestly guarded agmnst grieying. the Holy 
Spirit of God^ as their sealing depends upon 
hn. influences ; surely thos^ who queuch. the 
Spirit, will have deeply to deplore tbdiir xon- 
tumacy. They had need remember,' that. ftr 
beyond the sin of profligacy is thi»un; for 
it hath never forgiveness, ndthcr in thk world, 
nor in diat which is to come. 
, May the young doubter be kept froin^ so 
dangerous an error, and be recovered fh>in^the 
suggestions of Satan, b^re it be too late for 
penitence and mercy. 

^ One would think, that - those wha are bap* 
jtised in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost^ covfld not 4»ut 
esteem every privilege included hfixmur to lm6t 
value; that aueh as are accustomed to ask for 
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ihe 'grace of avr hard Jeetis^ Chrat, and the 

^ D^e df God, and the feUawsbip of ihe Holy 

^^Sptri^ nmst value tiverj portion of this vast, 

''lAiid tariedy bl^ssiiig^ Surely here we may say^ 

^ He that is - guilty of one point, is guilty of all." 

'^Herthat hath not the Son, hath not the 

* VM/et ;^* aB pretences to honour one without 

the other are disallowed. ^' What God hath 

joiii^, let not man put asunder." The fbrming 

tb otMelf es a Grod, difierent from the God of 

iHe Scriptures, is idolatry. Such worship they 

know not what. They are only making alike^ 

'heas^.^ti incomplete, and distorted likeness^ of 

'^isomediing' in heaven above, which on earth 

beneath they worship, although it is so strictly 

'forbidden. To their utmost devotion wiU he 

' tJepIy,^'Who hath required this at your hands ?" 

O ! to have Father, Son, and Holy Ghost^ on 

~ one^a side^ to have a good hope through grace, 

of die specific, and conjoint influence of each, 

and' of all, in the great Work of salvation, is a 

privilege beyond compute! We need every 

Messing which such a separation, and con* 

^ juHCticm,' may imply. To have either of these 

glortoud parties look at one askaunce, is terrific. 

'Nay-y a0 they are gloriously, inconceivably, in- 

''^iepolrably, okb j to have disi^robation from 
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either, would be to have .tejec^ioO) and cent 
demnation, from all. 

Although we c^not yet see the secrets pC 
the coining world, or the actual, operations of 
saints in glory, yet, as someth^ig has been 
revealed, we may gain instruction from it, and 
on this very point. As certainly as we know that 
the more profligate, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers,, 
and all liars, will have their portion in the lake 
that bumeth with, fire and brimstone, in the 
second death ; so certainly , do we know,- too, 
that the unbelieving . shall .accompany ihem^ 
and «hare their doom; nay,, they stand firot 
upon the list, as if of .pre-eminent. atrocity i 
Rev«.x^. 8. : . . .* 

That very description of the judgmentnlay 
to which some would . appeal, aa . marking 
strongly the comiexion of benevsoleni deeds 
with salvation, gives us ;aiDu3tl\ier. m^kaisa^ 
which they commonly overlook... These verji 
things, to be acceptable,, must be dpneitq 
honour Christ. . '.'. Ye did it not nnto.mie,.'^ vsill 
characterisae .much .thai the world estseKis eDD4. 
cellent; and wiU give: the tcio. x^onfident i^, 
pectant of applause, a grievous. disappoint qneiiCi 
It vrill class themi with; those, .who will be 
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doomed to go away into everlasting punish- 
raent, it will separate them for ever from those 
who enter into life eternal. Even a cup of cold 
water given as to Christ, in the name of a dis- 
ciple, shall in no wise lose its reward from him 
who will be the judge of quick and dead ; and 
who will pay great attention, not to the action 
only^ but to the motive. 

. That the wicked, the profligate, shall be 
condemned at that day, cannot be doubted; 
tbey themselves^ if they think at all, do not ex- 
pect to be approved. There are some too, 
represented as expecting admittance, who will 
confidently say, after long profession, ^^ Lord, 
Lord, open to us;" yet shall find no accept- 
ance with him. Their reproof shall be, ^^I 
know yott not." And, with a voice which shall 
reach conscience, he will call them workers of 
iniquityr Nay, the character is more strikingly 
drawn in that dreadful sentence, ^^ Ho ! ye de- 
spisers, wonder and perish." Christ will be 
^^ glorified in hi^ saints, and admired in all them 
that believe." But'can those rank in this num- 
ber^ whose system concerning Christ does not 
reaclvtb believing in him ; but is throughout a 
tissue of not believing, let one mention any thing 
except his actual humanity ? 

G 
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Something of the worship of heaven, has been 
revealed ; bu,t it is yei*y different from Socinian 
worship on ^arth^ and quite dissonant from 
their principles. There Christ is eminently ex- 
alted, haying <^ a name above every name, that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow ; 
Qfthinge; in heaven, and things on the earth, 
and things under the earth ; and , that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father." Phil. ii. 9, 10. 
There they ca^t their crowns at his feet, with 
9II the humility and energy of worship. There 
is not one dpubter, or reluctant mind, amoqg 

them« 

And the principle on which this worship 
tabes place is clearly and carefully expressed. 
Jesus, though glorified, appears among them, 
at least at times, as ^' the Lamb that was slain," 
Rev. V. 6. It is his dying to save which is cele- 
brated as the grand means of their recovery. 
This is expressly acknowledged, verse 9, where 
they say, ^^ Thou wast slain, and hast redeem^ 
us to God by thy blood." The important 
principle of the atonement gives xhe shape of 
their joys, as it was the source of their safety. It 
is no wonder that profligates, who always De- 
lected the Saviour, and to whom the atonepoent 
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WM preached in vain, should be excluded from 
a scene in which they cannot take a part. Eip- 
tending the principle, will it appear wonderful, 
ov harsh, if those who not only neglected this 
great atonement, biit considerately opposed it, 
and endeavoured to prevent its acceptance 
among men, should, as unbelievers, be sribiut out 
from scenes of joy to which they have no 
title, the conditions of which they had never 
fulfilled, and for enjoying which they have 
no appropriate feelings ? 

Should Socinians find a heaven, it must be 
one quite different fi'om that which is revealed 
in the word of God ; for in that Jesus reigns. 
They must inquire for the Elysium of the an- 
cient heathens; for that they are qualified.Unless, 
indeed, their actual opposition to the revealed 
Saviour should sink them lower than those, 
who, not having known their Lord's will in 
this particular, have merely not done it. 

To what parties out of this present scene of 
disputation, to what parties, whose opinions are 
settled, can Nve apply with any hope to find an 
approbation of Socinian doubts and doctrines. 
Does not revelation, and analogy of every kind, 
exclaim against them ? We see that such sen- 
timents shut them out of divine truth, and of 

G 2 
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course out of divine mercy, more than profli- 
gacy does; this may apply for mericy, that 
will not. Is it not fair to suppose, that in the 
result, at the great day, he who condemns ac- 
cording to abused talent will adjudge them to 
depart, with the same firmness, and even more 
indignation than common sinners ? 



CHAPTER VL 



LET US SEE IF COMPARING IS A FAIR WAY. 



In making the foregoing comparisons, we 
have assumed the case of the Socinian as being 
free from immoralitie8,4n order that we might 
give the best appearance possible to that side 
of the question. But the truth, and of course 
the propriety, of such an assumption in their 
favour, may be doubted. 

We may yet suppose freedom from the 
grosser vices. This will flow partly i^om a 
superior rank in life, which in general, among 
decent people, scouts such indulgences from 
society. We may add too, that where Socinian- 
ism is resorted to as a system of religion, there 
the necessity of morality appears the more de- 
cided, in the total absence of spiritual feeling. 
If they have not morality, they have nothing. 
They must in that case even mingle with the 
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^common herd of worldly men, who make no 
profession of seriousness, piety, or principle. 

Yet, should we be unable to find drunkards, 
whoremongers, or cheats, in their acknow- 
ledged societies, will they be clear from the 
allowance of immoralities? Are there none 
besides these outrageous vices ? Let us see. 

Many will be on our ^de, should we rank 
among immoralities a continued round of dis- 
sipation. Theatrical amusements, cards, visit- 
i|ig, and late hours, are reckoned by sbme very 
serious eviW The parties in question regard 
ihtii Hiliol touching upon morals. This is the 
pbi»t||9i)e proved, and it will be by most of 
them allowed. How much immorality mingles 
in such cases, and creeps in, almost without the 
possibility of prevention^ need not be calcu* 
lated ; a guess may suffice for the present pur- 
pose* 

May we. not fairly impute to them great pro- 
fanation of the Lord's day ? It is with them a 
point allowed) and often argued from their 
pulpits, that there is no necessity for what 
they deem puritanical strictness; a strictness 
which with us is only regarded as keeping the 
Sabbath holy. Surely, while the fourth com* 
mandment remains, it cannot be broken with- 
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out immorality. If any should contend, that 
the change of the day by the early Chriistians 
takes away those sanctions fi*om the first day 
of the week, let them, to convince us of theit 
sincerity, keep the seventh day. Neglect of 
both will not argue much in their favour. It 
is proper to notice here, that with the observ- 
ance, the strict observance, of the Lord*s-day, 
we find in fiict, is connected all otiier strictness. 
Where this is slightly regarded, so are all other 
metal considerations. They are taken away 
from scriptural' precepts, and are judged of 
only by the conventional customs of society ; 
that society, be it more or less lax, among 
which the several parties move. In much 
wisdom^ and in mercy, is the sanctity of this 
sacred day made to stand sentinel over the 
other moralities of life. Observances here, lax, 
or conscientious, form a barometer by which 
the influence of the heavens on the mind ma^ 
be judged of. Exceptions there may be, but 
they rank as exceptions. Hypocrites, wheh 
found out, are disowtied by every party, and 
are not allowed to be regarded in a fair esti- 
mate. 

It would not be illiberal to enumerate here^ 
(especially ' as we omit many things,) that 
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decided hatred of Calvinistic doctrinea .which 
tmnsfers itself, more or less, to the persons of' 
those who hold them. We are taught to ex- 
pect, that such as vilify the master of the house 
will also abuse those of the household. But it 
seems singular, that those who have charity for 
all besides, seem to have none ,for those who 
hold the doctrines of the cross. The baser pas- 
sions are kept down, while pity and hope step 
forward, in every other case but this. That 
our common Master is aware of this^ cannot be 
doubted ; that he can trace it to its real source 
is evident ; that in judging of character, and 
^ju^S^i^g o^ persons, he will give it due weight, 
and no more, we may confidently assert. 

Surely in point of fact, much immorality at- 
taches to those who yet rest their hopes, pf 
salvation upon being free from vices ; with 
what truth, with what safety, let their own con- 
sciences judge. 

It will hardly be replied that similar incon- 
sistencies and failures are found in all con- 
nexions ; because it is this connexion which 
states systematically, and pleads for, laxities of 
this description. Should however such a re- 
ply be made, it may be met confidently by 
asserting, that the very principles of Socinian-. 
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ism lead to such deviations. They are not ac- 
cidental blotches, but weaknesses and unhealthy 
action, arising firom the very food by which the 
system is sustained. 

The motive which makes every moral action > 
spiritual is the love of Christ ; generated by an 
im{>ression of his love, in giving himself a 
sacrifice and an •ffering, to reconcile us to 
God. Biit this fiict is denied by Socinianism ; 
this feeling is not cherished, perhaps we must 
say, can scarcely exist among them. All preten- 
sions to it are treated by them as rank enthu- 
siasm. We must blot it out of their system. 
All therefore that is grand and astonishing in 
morals must ceiase with them ; for it was this 
discarded principle which generated and sus- 
tained actions which else are unaccountable. 

" None, of these things move me," says Paul, 
" neither count I my life dear unto myself, so 
that I might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry which I have received of the Lord 
Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God,** 
Acts XX. 24. " It is the love of Christ con- 
strains us," says he again, '^ because we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead." And the influence of this principle on 
morality is stated clearly, '^ And that he died 

g3 
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for att, ihM thcty ^hich live, shauld not hence* 
forth life unto theiBaelres, but "unio him who 
died for them, and rose again," 2 Con t* 14^ 15^ 
If indeed we look in the pret»nt daj at the 
mighty moTements making, to spread the 
Scriptures, and the knowledge of him, whom 
^ to know is eternal life, we shall find but few 
names in the ranks of Socinianism, but feeble 
exertions where the love of Christ is feeble. 
Those who do these things are charaderisticaUy 
the champions of the cross. If others mingle 
in the multitude, die main whedis are moved, 
the laborious work is done, the energetic 
prayeis for success are poavsd forth by those 
whose attachment to Christ is wril kmywn, 
and who are most commonly branded with 
fanaticism, on tbia account. 

Men must have motives^ to propel them to 
to action. Where the love of Christ is not 
felt,, is deqpised^ what can be substituted 
in its place? Shall we say the love of 
virtue? It cannot be expected to operate 
any further than it is seen, and is deemed 
lovely. Ancient philosophers have deseaated 
upon it, but to little effect. Christian philoso- 
phers repeat their fine sayings, but the efi*ect is 
still small. These is something in it too vague. 
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too refined for Ihe multitude, and too distant 
for most; it cAnnot produce much energetic 
exertion. 

We shall come neaito to the truth if we call 
it the lo?e of self; the eager endeavour to 
dficure inWIffd satisfaction of mind, and external 
ftttiie to one's aiim exaltation ; to gain gratifi- 
cation fiom one^s oirn excellence. The motive 
appeal^ Ic^, when it is thus traced to its source. 
It hks however some considerable power, but 
then its exertions cannot be drawn out to 
objects very distant. * The conversion of the 
\lrhoIe race of Hindoos will make very little 
diffbren^ in ihy comforts/ vn\l such a one say ; 
his exertions therefore to attain that object 
tprill be but small. Philanthropy may flourish 
awky about it, in a few fine sentehces, but little 
will be dohe. A work nearer home, where he 
ciin see the effect, and can receive the adula- 
tion,- will please better, and be more influential 
oil his exeitions. 

Indeed, that'sanle spirit which aims to reduce 
doctrines to a low standard, has a similar effect 
upon morak. The tone of good works loses 
all it^ spirituality in such hands; nothing is 
done as to Christ, and but little to God, such 
a God as they make him out to be, shorn of 
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all the radiance which accompanies redempciom 
Good works, considered only as. they regard 
men, become confined and vapid. Pei*sonal 
morality sinks into decency^ and decency sinks 
according to the manners of the time and 
place. At any rate the work done suffices* 
^The motive, the feeling, are but little taken into 
the account. Why need they ? 

When the principles of revelation are neg- 
lected, (those sublime principles which refer 
evei*y thing to heaven, and make our most 
common actions a sacrifice of thanksgiving to 
God,) when these are put aside, nothing re- 
mains but the voice of reason, the adjudications 
. of common sense. Now reason is but a feeble 
guide in many cases, because it can see but so 
small a part of the concern. Reason too is 
extremely liable to be blinded by passion, 
distorted by interest, stupified by false notions, 
and resisted at every step by wilfulness. Look 
around on all the nations, ancient or modem, 
where the light of revelation hath not assisted, 
we shall find, not only among savages, who are 
nevertheless reasonable beings, but among 
nations the most polished, and philosophers the 
most penetrating, absuixiities of the: grossest 
kind, and immoralities of the base^ nature. 
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Will il be wonderful, if .those who imitate them 
in preferring the glo¥^worm light of reason, 
should be entangled in similar uncertainties, 
and fall into similar ^snares? Like causes pro* 
dace like effects all the world over. Surely it 
cannot be advisable, to take our notions of 
ri^t and wrong, of the excellent and the 
beautiful, from those whose knowledge is so 
indistinct, whose rules of judging are so un- 
certain^ so variable. It must be much wiser to 
say, '' to the law and to the testimony ; if they 
walk not according to this rule it ns because 
they have no light in them.*' One might as wdl 
look for arts and sciences ambng a people, who, 
however reasonable, have none of the advan- 
tages of reading ; as look for pure principles, 
for holy principles, among those who have not 
the assistance of revelation. Those who will 
not come to this light, or who blind it, are 
about as wise in so doing as if they wei^e to 
decry all the discoveries of astronomy, and 
insist npon it, that the sun is no bigger than 
one's hat, for sp appearances say, and so com- 
mon sense, in some cases, affirms. 

If the principles we are combating refuse 
the better sort of instruction, and lead, by their 
own imbecility, to an imperfect and debased 
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Standard of morals; if e^<^iaUy they ^»^ fl^c- 
tieally deficient on some tery inffuential t>dinis^ 
surely a morality thus generated^ ihtis^ bounded, 
must not be held up as sL rlTal to, a^ a sftibdtf- 
tute for, that holinessi which the love of Christ 
engenders, fosters, and pdli^h^, to pecftiliiir 
brilliancy. The morals of those Ivho feel the 
Jove of Christ, are of a h^her of d^f thaii ttiete 
human motives can attaih td. May nU #hb 
profess his nam^, and claim his atonement, fi^l 
the principle, the privilegef^ in full operatioii ; 
that no fifaadbw of exception ftiay" ever be 
nSbrded to those ivho wbiild tilifjr the Savioufr^ 
through the sides of such as ytslk in a hiiinlrt^r 
unworthy of him. 

We shall perceiye by this titri^, ihkt coitf- 
paring immorality Irith Sdciniatiisin, as if the 
latter had no immorality, is not a fair w^y to 
balance th6 guilt. We must £idd the actual 
immoralities^ which spring, iibt from the ii^^eak" 
ness of professors of that class, (for that is not 
either just, or liberal,) but those ^hich thdir 
system allows, and indeed genenites. Com- 
plete the case of cold aftd lifeless dcyctriti^ with 
careless and ^{uestiofiable conduct. S^ those 
who deny the atonemeht, slighting also the 
Sabbath ; refusal of the Sfttiour's righteoils- 
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ness, aGcompanied with a lame, a partial mo- 
rality. 

Trace the influence of these notions in the 
conduct of some one brought up in notions and 
practices more evangeliciJ. He was accus- 
tomed to Sabbath devotions, public and pri- 
vate; the private are given up, and public 
slightly attended to, or omitted, as occasions 
serve. Personal prayer is neglected on the 
principle that it makes no difference with 
God, it only is useful as it may affect the peti- 
tioner's own mind. His reverence for the 
Scriptures a^ the Word of God is gone. He 
doubts them, opposes their evident meaning, 
criticises away all that gives them peculiarity, 
or discards entirely varses, chaptei*s, books, if 
he can no other way reduce them to his pre- 
conceived standard. 

When a man can take sudi liberties with things 
divine, with sentiments supposed sacred, and 
modes and manners strongly connected with pious 
fedings, is it any wonder if moral feelings are 
deteriorated ? Is it un&ir to regard Sbcinianism 
as a demoralizing system, notwithstanding it 
claims so high a rank under the auspices of 
reason ? Can that which sooths our fears of 
sin, lowers the standard of holiness, robs us of 
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the grand motives, to exemplary action^ and 
countenances sarcasms at practical pi^ty, be 
otherwise than inimical to correct conduct ? 
Reason says, that, take away the barriers, 
lower the fence, invite enemies, esteem them as 
friends, and the city will soon be taken. The 
principle, the means, and the power of resist- 
ance are gone. 

Certainly, nothing here said is intended to 
form even the slightest excuse for profligacy. 
It is to take away some excuses, that this com- 
parison is made. It is to shew that, not only 
does .bodily sensuality lead into the paths of vice^' 
but that the mind itaeli^ when not considerably 
under the influence of divine truth, slides off 
from holiness, and sins greatly in the same 
modes of indulgence, although something re- 
fined. If Socinianism might check, or even 
reform, grosser vices, and shut the floodgates 
of sensuality; it forms in itself no bank of 
solidity sufiicient to prevent the oozing through 
of dribbling iniquities ; defiling, and under-^ 
mining holiness, in an alarming manner. 



CHAPTER TIL 



I«BT CS COSTEMPL3kT£ THE SOREE 
PUMSHXEXT. 

Undoubtedly that stmnt who knew his 
Lford's will, and did it not, will be beaten with 
more stripes than the ignorandy disobedient. 
Those therefore who suppose themselves to 
possess, and who pride th^oselTes upon having 
superior knowledge, and clearer discernment ; 
those especially who neglect, and refuse gospel 
truth, and the Saviour of the Scriptures, upon 
the .strength of this supposition, had need be 
wfjl aware, be completely convinced, of the 
propriety of their ccmduct in thus refusing. 
No mere surmise will warrant hesitation when 
life is at stake ; let not the soul be lost for a 
criticism, nor let i^ various reading, found in 
some imperfect manuscript, deceive you into 
either opposition or carelessness. 

It is sad for a man to dig his own way down 
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to the bottomless pit ; yet who gets there in 
any other manner ? We own the statement jost 
as to the grossly yicious ; the only matter to be 
proved is, that other modes may ensure the 
same resnlt. Those who neglect this great sal- 
vation, are as little likely to escape as those 
whose lives are one series of open iniquities. 

We know that on the wicked Grod shall 
rain fire and brimstone, and an hon*ible tem- 
pest; this shall be the portion of their cup. 
Those who have done evil must expect the 
resurrection of damnation. John v. 39. 

We see the sabbath-breaker stoned. Num. 
XV. 35, and tremble at his judgment. And be 
who blasphemed the name^ Lev. xxir^ II. 
We see Achan^s theft visited widi death in 
the same manner, Josh. Tii. 95. And the li^ 
of Ananias and Sapphira bringing instant 
judgment, Acts v. 5, 10. When we find th^ 
law. Lev. xx. 10, that the adulterer and th6 
adulteress shall surely be put to death, we fdA 
that the good of society requires such an eit* 
pression of anger against a crime so dutrageotis. 
Concerning these cases there ^h be no doubt. 
The threatenings are express, and the justice 
of God demands their fulfilment. 

But we hear also of damnable heresies^ g fet. 
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iL., ln^3y described as denying the Lord thai 
bought them, which shall bring upon them 
swift destruction ! Their judgment now of a 
loi^ time lingereth not, and their damnation 
slumberetb not. Are not these alarming 
statements? — do they not seem descriptive of 
the case in hand? Against the blaspheming 
of the ^oly Ghost the Saviour has placed, as 
a warning, the being in danger of eternal 
damnation, Mark iii. S9* Of those who do 
evil, though in the expectation that good may 
qome, it is said their damnauon is just, Rom« 
iii. 8. Perhaps to this case too, when it is with 
knowledge and purpose, may be applied the 
warning given by our Lord, Matt. xxi. 44. 
that ^^ on whomsoever this corner stone of the 
building shall fall, it shall grind him to pow<« 
der.'^ At any rate the description given, Heb* 
X. S8, 19 too. exact to escape notice; it will 
bec^r to.. be repeatedly quoted t ^< He that de- 
spised Moses' law died without mercy ;" the 
immoral see their doom ; but ^^ of how much 
sor^r punishment suppose ye shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son 
of Gnod ; and hath counted the blood of the 
covetiant wherewith he was sanctified an uti*' 
holy thing;. and hath done despite unto the 
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Spirit of his grace ?'* " For we know him that 
hath said. Vengeance belojageth unto me, I 
will recompense, saith the Lord.'^ 

We find Cain banished for refusing the lamb, 
and bringing his own works as an offering. 
The Pharisee, by a similar process, missed, of 
justification. And he who intruded without 
the wedding garment, was bound hand and 
foot and cast into outer darkness. 

If both sorts of iniquity are thus threatened, 
the case becomes es^tremely serious. All play- 
ful sneers, or bitter sarcasms, or adventurous 
bold criticisms, become alarming. These are 
edged tools, and must not be played with, lest 
we destroy our own lives. 

But it is not only punishment, but sorer 
punishment we contemplate, as belonging to 
this character ; notwithstanding the confident 
cMms made by those to whom it belongs. 
Now when a confident claim is rejected, the 
sufieri^g seems, at a stroke, to become more 
distressing. Those who expected to be con- 
demned will sufier, undoubtedly, when the 
sentence is put in execution ; and heavy will 
be their groaning, ^' where the worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched." Especially as 
there is " a gi*eat gulf fixed," which utterly pre- 
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YcSits any escape for them, or coming of mercy to 
them. Those indeed with whom we reason do not 
believe in the eternity of hell torments possibly, 
and will only smile at such a statement. The 
statement may be true, however, notwithstand- 
ing they do not believe it. And when they 
find the grievous reality, it will come upon 
them with accumulated weight, because of 
their former incredulous resistance. To hope, 
and be disappointed, is always distressing ; to 
knock even, i<nd be denied, makes the denial 
the more bitter ; to claim favour, and find the 
mode of claiming is abhorrent, is to reduce the 
mind to despair. ^ 

Yet if such incur puiiishment, will it not be 
more awful; seeing their offences have been 
expressly against the Deity ? The Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, have been the butt of their sly 
insinuations, or bolder attacks; must not the 
expression of indignation be strong, and over- 
vrhelming ? Will not the incensed Father shew 
his resentment against those who have insulted 
him, by their refusals of such conjoint mercy ? 
He has intertwined his glory with that of his 
Son, and Spirit, in his covenant engagement for 
man's salvation; whoever tears asunder one 
part, would, if successfiil, destroy the whole. 
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It is imppBsibl^, ^t lea^t it will be impoasible at 
the great day, to suppose i^ din against God, 
to be less enormous than one against man. If 
atrocity rises with the dignity of him wha is 
abused, all our expect&tionp in this case must 
be of some uncommon vengeance. 

Let it be recollected too, that the mi|M;akie, if 
so it may be cfdled, iB in the v^ &ce of the 
dearest statement!? of ditine truth, Ai^id they 
persist in it, not only repeatedly, but after 
having found the difficulty of putting aoy 
other sen^e upon words who^e meaning h 
so evident. Ignorance may form'ati excuse 
in some cases, as Paul opposed the .Saviour 
with great violence at one time, but h^ did it 
ignorantly. But ignorance is not a plea of 
which a Socinian would avail himself; nor 
indeed could he, becwse, to examine, and 
rationally to form his judgment, is his pro- 
fession and bis pride. But pride often goes 
before a fall. Knowledge, at least sUch &ncied 
knowledge, pufifeth up, and blinds a man's eyjes 
from clear perception. By so much time and 
attention as such a man has given to die 
subject, retaining his erroneous opinions the 
while ; by so many decided conclusions and 
distinct refusals, has he rejected the counsel of 
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God against himself; and, like the unbelieving 
Jews, adjudged himself unworthy of eternal 
life. For one morsel did E3au sell his birth- 
right, in one moment was it gone, and then lie 
repented what he h^ done. These, time after 
time, refuse the promise and the blessing ; and, 
though they have been called to repent by a 
still small voice many a time, they have as often 
r^terated their refusal, and hardened dieir 
heart against conviction. 

O could one but Sfse the cogitations of a 
sceptic mind, helped forward by the father of 
lies ; and then, unperceived by either, the Holy 
Spirit flashing conviction, inviting the soul to 
mercy, and striving as he sometimes does, with 
the impenitent ; how would one's anxieties rise, 
especially if one were minister to the young 
doubter, or parent ! How should one wish and 
pHFay that he might not be permitted obstinate* 
ly to hold a lie in his right hand! How should 
one tremble every time the Holy Spirit for a 
while withdrew, lest this should be the last 
trial, the last opportunity ; lest one should 
have to mourn over the gay, careless soul, as 
having sealed up his condemnation beyond 
recovery ! 
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Oh ! it is a serious thing to refuse th^ gospeL 
To pervert it is to refuse it, and worse. Tne. 
guilt rises in proportion to. the party injured^ 
and to the deliberation with which the resist- 
ance is formed, and the frequency of its recur- 
rence. Lightly passes the quickly formed 
opinion ; the mind is delighted with its owa 
produce, and perceives not that.it hath Been 
hatching cockatrice eggs during, this long in- 
cubation. He will regard the progeny of bis 
perverted mind with glee, till at last^ they 
bite like a serpent, and sting like an adder. 

Perhaps we shall suspect that the punish- 
ment, ill such a case of chos^ error, may be 
more heavy in its nature^ or at least may bc^ 
more oppressively felt. 

'^ The spirit of a man will sustain his infinn-^ 
ity, but a wounded spirit -who can bear." Is 
not this likely to be the case ? will not the con- 
science of such a one be all alive at such a time ? 
It will side with the charges prefen'ed against 
him, of loving darkness and hating the light. 
The processes by which reason comes to its 
absurd conclusions cannot be clear ; clear rea- 
son would lead to truth. These deviations will 
then be recollected, with a)l those influences 
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mrhich produced the wrong bias. ^ Yes, it was 
to gaia access to some highly literary charac* 
ters,* will conscience say, ^ that I first ventured 
to sneer at orthodoxy. It was to get rid of 
tmcomfbrtable remonstrances that I boldly told 
my mother I knew better, and had obtained 
more rational ideas of what might please or 
ofiend the great Being. It was the congratula- 
tion it brought from my companions which 
made me keep hold of an argument I had 
formed, but which never appeared satisfactory 
to myself.' Or it may run thus : ^ Ah, I took all 
for granted, which was dogmatically stated by 
one who seemed to be learned much beyond 
myself: I believed him, although I refused to 
believe divine testimony. I saw that to get rid 
of the fears of hell by maintaining that eternity 
of torments could not be true, would set me at 
liberty for some indulgences which I much 
longed to taste.' 

Recollections such as these must be very 
poignant ; wise is he who gives no occasion for 
them by his erroneous reasonings. " Son, re- 
member," is the form of torment stated for some 
cases. The recollection of having suffered the 
mind to be biassed by improper motives; of 
accepting as just, deductions not fairly drawn; 
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of Tenturing Eternity upon possibilities, while 
all that was probable vras neglected ; such f«- 
collections will be the bitterness of death; they 
will heat the furnace seven times hotter than 
if the punishment were intended for the mere 
ignorantly guilty, although guilty to the basest 
degree of animal appetite. 

The recollections too will be of t^letils, 
powers of mind, and opportunities, grossly 
abused. . That knowledge which had been in«> 
stilled by education was discharged as evil. 
Although this could not be done without 
some violence, it was done. ^ The ministry I 
had been taught to venerate, I soon learned io 
despise. Sabbath seasons ceased to be heavy 
when I began to devote them to idleness or 
dissipation. I could not continue my heW 
doctrines, and new practicesj^ and prayer -also ; 
I made my choice, and in a short time begein 
to live without any pretension of intercourse 
with heaven, or thoughts about Him who reigns 
there. And now-—' 

Ah, surely these considerations will' press 
heavily upon the mind. They will't&ke^wtty 
the power of expostulation, as they destroy- llie 
right. The doom, thus voluntarily hazatded, 
will be felt when it comes. The folly of ven- 
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iufing etaoial realities o& such slight grounds 
as a doubt, or a criticism, will then be esteemed 
gurlty. The mental error will appear with all 
i4s concomitants of knowledge abused, and 
calls resisted ; it will deepen in guilt by every 
suich consideration. The load will drag down 
the guilty soul. Oh ! ^' fly from the wi*ath to 
come." *^ Agree with thine adversary quickly, 
whilst thou art in tlie way ; lest thou be hastily 
cast into, prison," and have no possibility of 
escaping. 

-The cases will be equally hopeless then. 
Yet, as the whole operation of Socinianism is to 
take hope away, it is fair to bring in that con- 
sideration, as a powerful dissuasive from its in- 
iudious influence. ^^ If we sin wilfully, after 
that we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there, remaineth no more sacrifice for 
i^n/' Heb. x. S6. Christ died once for all, and 
his blood cleanseth. But, if this one ofiering 

.. is refused, can there.be any other presented? 

' — is there any other in existence ? A sad di- 
lemma, this, to have refused the only means of 
mercy^ trusting to a shadow, a delusion^ Thus 
we find the door of heaven shut ; and no other 
viray open but that which descends to everlast- 

H g 
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ing perdition. Yet this must be the case if 
our refuge of lies fail us. 

Should a Calvinist find himself mistaken in 
trusting to the Saviour's atonement and right- 
eousness, (we may state such a case hypotheti- 
callyj should he find that sincerity and g6od 
works will form the mode of judgment, he 
is yet safe; he is undoubtedly sincere, and 
his good works are, in comparison with the 
other party, superabundant. For, labourihg 
under the strong impression of the Saviour's 
dying love, his exertions were in some pro- 
portion to the principle. "In labour more 
abundant," may he say, after Paul, when 
the comparison is not with him, but with a So- 
cinian. On any principle such a believer in 
Christ has a good plea; but he who refuses 
Christ not only will be destitute of an atone- 
ment, and of a righteousness, through him ; 
but will be destitute on the very principles he 
loves, should they even prove true. Because, 
the feebleness of the motive will have produced 
actions equally feeble ; such as must, if weighed 
in the balance, be found wanting. 

When it is considered, that as the tree falls 
6o it lies ; that there is no knowledge, nor de« 
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Tice, nor \vork, nor wisdom, in the grave, 
whither we are all hastening, it behoves us to 
work while it is day. ^^ What our hand findeth 
to do, let us do it with all our might." Eccles. 
ix. 10. Now this is the work of God, what he 
calls us to do in order to eternal life, even 
'^ that we believe on him whom he hath sent," 
John vi. S9. If this work is neglected through 
the whole continuance of life, there is no pos- 
sibility of doing it in the grave, or at the bar 
of the Great Judge. It is at an awful hazard, 
therefore, that any person lives one day at a 
distance from Christ, for this night our soul 
may be required of us. 

Those of us who have the Bible have the 
gospel ; and as that is essentially a proposal of 
mercy, and in a certain way, it requires a dis- 
tinct answer. Now, in fact, we do give an an- 
swer to it every time it passes through our 
minds : whether it be to dislike it, or to doubt 
it ; to reject the business altogether^ or to find 
fault with the proposals, and invent other con- 
ditions. Happy are they whose minds, without 
hesitatioh or reserve^ say, '^Lord, to whom 
shall we go, thou hast the words of eternal 
life." 
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That meil of talent are often found in the^ 
ranks of Socinianism, is no argument in. its 
&vour ; since the declaration is, " Not many 
wise, not many noble, are chosen; but Grod 
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise, and the weak things of the 
world toconfound.tbe things which are mighty," 
1 Cor. i. 27. But we may safely say, that thid 
possession of talent will be a great aggravation 
of misery in those who thus, with their eyes 
open, perish. If hiding a single talent in a 
napkin shall be severely punished ; abusing the 
five, the ten talents, must be much more offen- 
sive, must be visited with a vengeance so much 
the more awful. To have had only the abili- 
ties of the drunken ploughman will then be- 
come the object of vain wishing ; when the 
dreadful rejection shall have reference and pro- 
portion to the skill and the opportunities had 
and abused. " If ye were blind, ye should 
then comparatively have had no sin ; but now 
ye say. We see, your sin remaineth.'* John 
ix. 41. 

If the ground oft rained upon is nigh unto 
cursing, whose end is to be burned; surely 
that day shall declare it. To know the way of 
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righteousness, and turn from the holy com- 
mandment, places a man in a much worse case 
tlian mere iornorance can do. If the sin of 
Cain be punished sevenfold for the murder of 
Abel, behold, a greater than Abel is here ; and 
the sin of refusing his precious blood, may be 
supposed to bring down vengeance seventy and 
seyenfold. 



I 



4 

I 



CHAPTER Tin. 



CONCLUSION. 



Having aimed to set this mental error fairly 
before the young, the hesitating mind, let us 
draw to a conclusion, and request serious at- 
tention to a few serious statements. 

1. He who rouges Christ as the object of his 
trust, in his atonement, and divine nature, must 
have something else on which he relies for ac- 
ceptance with God. 

This takes place whether there is or is not in 
his mind any consciousness of sin, to disturb 
his peace. This object of trust can be only 
his own goodness, morality, or benevolence* 
^^ I am not as other men,'" but better ; more 
observant, more pious, more excellent ; al- 
though a plea so distinctly reprobated by di- 
vine authority, is yet the only resort of such as 
we now contemplate. Man must rest on some* 
thing ; God and himself form his only alt^« 
native. Clearly so ; on one or the other he dt-* 
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pends ; although he may not perceive the case 
distinctly, but may imagine he mingles the 
two. It has been said, ^^What God hath 
joined, let not man put asunder ;" the converse 
of thif^is just and important, what God hath 
separated let not man attempt to join. Now 
the salvation by works, and that by grace, are 
incompatible ; like oil and water, mingle them 
ever so forcibly, they never mix, never amalga- 
mate, but will, if let alone, separate again. 
'^ And if by grace it is no more of works, other- 
wise grace is no more grace. But if it be of 
worics then it is no more grace, otherwise work 
18 no more work." Rom. xi, 6« 

He who would thus trust his eternal interest 
to his own goodness, in any shape, even that 
so much extolled, which glitters as benevo- 
lence, ought to examine carefully, for it is im- 
portant to him, what this same goodness is. 
He will find his notions range among the lower 
concerns of friends and neighbours; or if 
strangers and enemies, yet still it is as man 
with man only, that he is anxious to fulfil his 
duties. This indeed is the whole aim and 
scope of morality ; to be holy towards God it 
ooi of the question, and above the comprehen- 
sion of sixcb a one. If he can escape blame 
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from his neighbours, and if, beyond this, he can 
establish a character a$ a worthy, benevolent 
man, he is content. We may allow his claims 
to this reputation, without exalting him tor any 
thing that God can approve ; ^^ Ye didf it riot 
to me," will blot it all out from the creditor 
page of merit, and plieice it on the deeply debtor 
side of rebellion, and self-idolatry. 

But we must not so easily allow his claim to 
bare morality ; since, if this should be examined 
even by the partial testimony of his own con- 
science, it will be deteriorated greatly. He 
knows that he has, at the suggestion of pride, 
done much and left much more undone ; but 
pride is a sinful feeling, and defiles all it touches, 
tie is conscious that indolence spoilt many of his 
best actions, so that they were but half done; he 
discontinued his exertions, v^hen he found 6ut 
the labour which would be requisite to com- 
plete them. Indolence can never be a viftuc. 
He may remember that the pure sensation^ of 
-tenevblence were soon rendered turbid by the 
admixture of party feelings, antipathies, and 
attachments, ot prospects of fame. And that 
self-gratulation at last alarmed him at the' high 
claims it was about to make for having per- 
fbmed some act of commoh kindness. H« 
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detailed at great length to his left hand what 
his right hand had been doing; and was con*- 
scious, that if the world had been witness to 
this converse with himself, it would have let 
him^iown much in general estimation. He forgot 
there is one eye which sees all this, and one 
mind which places such motives in the adverse 
itcale. If weighed in this balance, he must be 
found wanting. 

Morality, connected with Christ, rises to ho- 
liness ; a spiritual word, a highly honourable 
feeling : but this morality, which is placed in 
the stead of Christ, grovels on its own dung- 
hill, and is most defiled, with its strongest ex- 
ertions. So partial, regarding only a~. few of 
even these moral duties ; so soon fatigued ; so 
low in its aims of doing good, regarding rather 
the bodies than the souls of men ; and so ma- 
lignant too, (with all its benevolence,) against 
the Saviour, and his cause, and his people, and 
his claims. It is an immoral morality, digging 
a bye way to hell, while it spurns the open 
door, the narrow way, that leads by free grace 
to a heaven of the Saviour's own purchase, 
adequate to his merits, and designed to shew 
forth his glory. Oh, deliver me from that sort 
of heaven which my best works could pur- 
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chase ! and let me have that which is provided 
by grace, reigning through the righteousness of 
the glorious Son of God. 

I cannot conceive of a state more uipalling 
than that of a moral man appearing befove the 
Judge. The immoral man foresees his doom ; 
he has^ nothing of disappointment in his de- 
spair. But the moral man, puffed up by his 
own self-conceit, goes with expectations highly 
raised* When he finds he cannot beac^ 
cepted, his surprise and chagrin must be great ; 
and his despair, sharpened by so unexpected 
.a conclusion of his hopes, must l;>e poignant 
indeed. The clear statement which proves 
his fancied treasure, counterfeit, will render 
him speechless. The worm which he had 
soothed to silence in his misgiving conscience, 
now awakes, and begins to gnaw his agonized 
feelings ; with a violence which shows it wiU 
never die, and which proves too, that as long 
as it lives, remorse, shame, and self-condemna- 
tion, must be his bitter portion ; without now 
having any prospect of relief, either of deliver^ 
ance or abatement. '' There remaineth no mor« 
sacrifice for sin." 

Ah, bethink thee, while the go3pel yet 
sounds ! Be aware of the uncertainty, of thy 
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best feelings^ with all the pride of reason on 
thy side, if they are not connected with Christ 
Wert thou engrafted in that Vine, the vital 
energy should flow through thy branches; ri- 
pening thy morality into holiness, and giving 
the. purple flow of spirituality to thy warmest, 
thy feeblest, exertions. Then it would give 
thee new vigour to hear him say, ^' Because I 
live ye shall live also." Now it does not. 
Thy proud mind spurns such connexion, such 
dependence ; whilst other, humbler, souls, And 
its truth. Thou wilt find how true, how awful- 
ly true, is his other statement, '^ Separate from 
me ye can do nothing !" 

Yet, it is to trust in this broken reed of mo- 
rality, with which no sin was ever slain, no 
trojAies ever won, that thou dost neglect or 
contemn the whole armour of God, the shield 
of faith, and the sword of the Spirit ; the only 
weapons of which Satan is afraid. Like the 
sons of Sceva, thou shalt find the diabolical 
power overcome thee. He has many a time 
said to such combatants, Jesus I know, and the 
believer I know, but who are ye ? Naked and 
wounded, flying from the struggle, will all such 
self-confidents be found. 

How impotent then will such a weapon be^ 
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f thou shouldest dare with it to contend against 
divine Justice ! '' Who will set the briars and 
thorns against me in battle?" is his awful warn-* 
ing. May it penetrate thy heart. May dread 
of the season of examination teach thee to say, 
With one better than thou art, " Let pie find 
mercy of the Lord in that day." ^' Let me be 
found in him, not having my own righteousness 
which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is 
of God by faith." 

3. Be aware that this determined and effec- 
tual refusal of Christ, in his atonem^it and 
righteousness, often begins in slightly doubting 
the current statements of the Bible. 

It is not common for persons brought up in 
veneration of thie Scriptures, to dare all at once 
to deny stateoients which they have been accus- 
tomed to hear from those whom they respected, 
and had been in the habit of accounting well 
informed upon all matters of Theology. Educa- 
tional feelings are of great use, and filial defer- 
ence, till reason and knowledge can be brought 
into sufficient action to enable the youth to 
form his own opinion. But it firequentljf 
happens that a youth wants to form his own 
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^inionS) before his reason has had sufficient 
training to be able to act alone; and Ipng 
befoi^ knowledge has been attained to, such as 
may enable reason ,to compare and judge. 
There is scarcely any other topic on which even 
a young person will venture to judge, without 
some enquiry being made, especially if this 
judging implies acting accordingly, and involves 
^ responsibility, and perhaps ruin, if a false deter- 
roination is made. 

Mathematics must be deeply studied before 
any one would assert, now a days, that the sun 
go^s round the earth, lest the general opinion 
should after all be true. Commerce must be 
well understood before a young merchant would 
freight his vessel on a distant voyage, lest his 
commodities should prove of little value when 
his vessel arrives. Nay, some knowledge of 
Van Dieman's Land would be thought needful 
before he should determine to settle there^ 
although, if mistaken, he might come back in a 
year's time and set all right again. 

But, in the all important concerns of religion, 
every one conceives himself able to judge* 
Whpn the soul is at stake, very little know- 
led^ or foresight, or careful concern, will 
satisfy. Although there is not here any oppor-> 
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tunity of returning to rectify - mistakes, mem. 
Make up their minds to some line of conduct, 
which they happen upon by chance ; or come 
to determinations on which an unchangeably 
Eternity hangs, without any investigation; 
without, especially, consulting those pages of 
advice given on purpose to suit the case, and 
sent in mercy to our ignorance, as a light unto 
our feet and a lamp unto our path. 

Indeed^ to doubt the nature or the impor- 
tance of these sacred directions, seems to be, 
with such, a very venial crime, if it be any crime 
at all. Although the most knowing may well 
doubt their own knowledge, in such a case, 
yet here the most ignorant are the most confi- 
dent. They do not for a moment doubt their 
oviFU powers ; they rather doubt God's know- 
ledge, or faithfulness, or veracity ! 

Is it assuming too much, my young friend, 
to say, be afraid of doubting, when that doubt 
must of necessity include a high deference to 
your own powers, judgment, and authority. 
Common modesty might keep up a respect for 
Scripture cautioils, unless the word of God 
can be proved fallacious. This has never been 
done. This is not often attempted. It it 
thought sufficient to decry it in the lump; ti9^ 
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Mke it for granted that it is the work of priest- 
craft ; to revile it as such, withoutthe commoii 
justice of examination, or the common good 
inanners of seeming loth to discard an old, a 
once revered, friend. Be aware that such doubt- 
ing is sinful. It is not truly doubting, but 
maltreating; it is not the determination of 
prudence, but of petulance; not the calm dic- 
tate of judgment, but the hey-day of rebellion. 
Persons seem not to be awai*e, that, in most 
cases, what is called doubting is really deciding* 
If something should be done, to doubt issues in 
deciding not to do it. If something must be 
done, doubting leads to doing the direct con- 
trary to what is proper, and this upon less 
evidence than was found on the side of safe 
conduct. To doubt, where there is even time for 
hesitation, is to steel the mind against the right 
conviction ; and the consequence, in all jN'oba^ 
bility, will be the hasty decision, on the spur pf 
the moment, when at last one must decide^ under 
the baleful influence of this doubting frame ; or 
the passing by the last suitable moment for right 
action, not havinif perceived even the symptoms 
of the crisis. Doubting continues then as a 
matter of habit ; or rathei*, the decision is really 
though imperceptibly made. 
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. The young, cannot be too thankful to the 
God of providence, if they have been kept from 
open profligacy. Many become entangled by 
vicious inclinations; and there is enough of 
sensuality in every one to issue in opeii vice, if 
not retrained by him Vfrho says to these rolling 
vraves, Hitherto shall ye come and no further. 
Many who have been religiously brought up, 
are aware of the danger and the difference.; 
they are also willing to own the kind hand of 
their heavenly Protector, in shielding them from 
many a fiery dart, and enabling them to live in 
all good conscience, even till now. ; 

It deserves at least equal gratitude, if you 
have also been kept from the very prevalent 
evil of doubting ; especially where discussion 
has led to question the important, the founda- 
tion truths, of the gospel. Satan cares not to 
disturb you upon minor points ; his grand aim 
is to undermine, or overturn in your esteem, 
those truths whicA are essential in their natur^ 
and deeply efficacious in their influence. The 
atonement and righteousness of Christ have this 
character ; and also the deity of the Son of Grod, 
which gives to his atonement and his righteous* 
ness their whole value. I will not say you have 
been yet led to apply to this atonement,, or vdy 
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upon this righteousness ; but should your mind 
become truly serious, the work of believing in 
Christ for salvation is straight forward work 
while these doctrines are not doubted. One 
sai'casm against the Redeemer, though darted 
by the evident spite of folly, if received, allowed^ 
and stored up in the memory as a witticism, 
will raise insuperable difficulties in the way of 
believing. Such doubting is deep descending 
the hill of divine truth, and will occasion much 
laborious striving before we shajil be able to re- 
gain our lost ground, even if it do not cause 
more desperate and fatal falling. To be kepi 
from a situation so perilous is a great mercy* 
To have still hold of the rope by which, incase 
of need, one might be brought safe to shore, 
is far better than if one had let it slip from the 
grasp, although at first it floated but at a small 
distance, and seemed to be within easy reach. 

3. Recollect, that these doubtings, when they 
arise, are seldom brought to the word of Gk)d 
foir settlement, or even for discussion. 

One would suppose that (at least with per- 
sons brought up under the Bible), if any doubt 
concerning a doctrine were to arise, the Bible 
itself would be resorted to, to settle the point. 
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Where tbis effect id produced a favourable issue 
may be expected ; and if religious education 
should prompt the enquiring mind to pray for 
diyine illumination to that teaching Spirit by 
whose inspiration holy men of old spake, a 
satis&ctory result may be confidently reckoned 
on. Satan, who by his own suggestions, or his 
emissaries, injects the doubt, never advises such 
a procedure. But that grace which is able to 
counteract his influence, often gives the en- 
quiry this turn, and the oscillating mind 
settles the more firmly ; as the tree shaken by 
the wind, if not blown down, strikes its root 
the more easily into the loosened mould, and 
its tender fibres gain the deeper hold, and the 
more plenteous nourishment, even by the storm 
which threatened its safety. 

This is not, however, the common process 
of the young doubter. If the doubt arises from 
some sneering companion, it will come in a 
style which shall cast contempt upon the scrip- 
tures, and make the weak mind almost ashamed 
to cleave to them or quote them. Should the 
doubt arise from Satan, he will do the same ; 
or if he find that this will shock the feelings too 
much for his present purpose, he will perhaps 
quote Scripture freely, choosing always those 
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texts i¥hich relate to something else, or leaving 
out so much of each as would make the matter 
clear. So he comes as an angel of light; 
and is little suspected to be an enemy, while 
he assumes thus the garb and voice of a friend. 

At any rate the accompanying suggestion, 
* Judge for yourself,' is soothing to pride, to 
self-conceit, and to that love of fame which 
desires to slay the dragon alone and unassisted, 
A spirit which has occasioned the ruin of many 
who fell into his jaws ; and the stupifying of 
others, who thus coming within reach of the 
noxious exhalations of his breath, have lost 
their senses, and remained imbecile, unable to 
make resistance. They would then have be- 
come an easy prey, were not Satan restrained 
in some instances, and forced to feel, that he is 
successful only when " he may devour." 

We are taught to regard Satan as an ever 
active adversary; we had need be on our guard 
against him ; for if we are ignorant of his de- ' 
vices, it niakes our case the more hazardous. 
Yet he has all his power by cunning and de- 
ception. He is not able to force our minds to. 
any course of disquisition, or to any specific 
conclusion. He however generally can engage 
strongly on his side a man^s greatest enemy, 
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tha( is the man^s own self i his app^tites^ where 
the temptation is to sensuality, and the gratifi- 
cation of the senses; or his pride, where the 
•sin he prompts to is more intellectual. Woe 
.to the man who thus finds that his worst ene- 
mies are those of his own household. 

In the present case the tempter has great 
advantage. If the young would consider their 
xywn ignorance, they would be loth to talo upon 
themselves the settling of points so deep^ and 
so important. But the doubt of their pwn 
powers seldom crosses the mind of the young, 
and it is sent off petulantly if it rises. A feel* 
, ing quite contrary is characteristic of youth ; 
and a consequent precipitation of judgmej^t 
marks usually their whole conduct. This is 
playing into the hands of so subtle an adversa- 
ry. He has only to fan this fiame, and it will 
consume all that remained of educational 
knowledge, or parental deference. The con- 
clusion will be hastened, and, like most hasty 
conclusions, will have a bias to the wrong side 
of the argument. He confides in his own 
powers of intellect, and the consequence is, 
though he may not discover it, that he who 
trusts in his own heart is a fool. 
Is it prejudice, or sophistry, or dogmatism. 
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to say, ^^ Go to the law and to the testimony ; if 
any speak not according to this rule it is be- 
cause they have no light in them ?" Surely it 
shows not knowledge, but ignorance, to disre- 
gard the Scriptures upon any scriptural point ; 
not fairness, but prejudice, to put their testi* 
mony aside ; not courage, but a pusillanimous 
fear of finding that the truth lies on that side 
which you do not wish,- to refuse to consult the 
oracles of God. 

Whatever may be said concerning the bigotry 
to system, the prejudice or the unchai*itable- 
ness of those professedly religious ; quite as 
fnuch may be said on these points concerning 
the doubting, the irreligious. Their bigotiy 
is close and fierce ; if attachment to points be- 
yond their value is bigotry, their prejudice in 
favour of their own notions is ridiculous and 
disgraceful ; if holding to a statement#Rrithout, 
or beyond, a fair argument, is prejudice : their 
uncharitableness is great ; if in the lump to 
condemn as fools, the wisest, best, and holiest, 
of mankind, is being uncharitable. One erro- 
neous notion dictated by sensuality, pride, or 
impatience of control, blinds the understanding, 
perverts the affections, and rivets the obstinate 
will to a base, a ruinous d^ee. Be aware of 
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this. Do not magnify the mote which pombly 
is in thy brother's eye, and forget tbd lai^ 
thorn which disorders thine own. It will be 
uncommonly lucky if all the knowledge and 
^wisdom is yours, and all the folly and igno- 
** ranee remains with your parents and teachers. 

That the world, the Heathen world, by ail 
its wisdom, knew not God, is pretty evident to 
any who will examine the objects and modes 
of their worship. A similar condemnation be- 
longs to the world which now is, and with a 
dottble weight of vengeance ; when this igno- 
rance exists, in spite of revealed truth, and 
such follies are held notwithstanding revealed 
wisdom. But when men " love darkness better 
than light," it is " because their deeds are evil.'* 

Whoever shall say, that the times are better 
now than during Heathen ages, that reason has 
firmer pgineiples, or wider scope ; pays an in- 
voluntary homage 16 revelation ; for nothing 
but this has intervened to make the difibrence: 
Divine truth has shed much light abroad, like 
the risen sun ; and however beclouded by pride 
and infidelity, the gloom is not so stygian as it 
was, wherever this luminary has shone forth. 
This is rendered evident by the present state of all 
those lands which are yet destitute of the Biblo, 
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^ rLet this conviction engage you to c6me to 
the fountain of knowledge. Seek the broad 
day-light of revelation. Do not trust thy stepd 
to a rushlight, although enkindled at the sun, 
but let the heavenly luminary be thy guide j' 
it shall warm and invigorate, as well as show* 
thee the truth. 

4« Let us give a glance at that shape of ther 
gospel which Socinianism hates. ' 

One would think, by the inveteracy shown* 
against divine truth, that it wanted to prevent 
the happiness of pan, either in this world Dri 
in that which is to come. That it aims to be-' 
stow the boon of happinesd is most certain.' 
The only question is, whether it considers the 
case truly, and makes adequate provision for 
securing the benefits it proposes to give. 

That Grod should understand the cage, and 
in his goodness and wisdom should contrive 
accordingly, may well be supposed. This is; 
indeed, allowed by themselves. The grand 
question between us is, which of us has the 
clearest apprehensions of this divine method of 
salvatibuif 

Seeing we are not now balancing the two 
together, nor aiming to prove one dystem or the 

I 
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other to be the most consonant to the word of 
God, it will be needful only to form a state- 
ment of it as we understand it, that the mind of 
believers may discern clearly what it is they 
yahie and love ; and that unbelievers, who set 
themselves against those peculiar doctrines 
which make it indeed the gospel, may be 
aware what treasures of grace they are spurning, 
what proposals of grace they so decidedly refuse. 
The system we discern in the Bible states — 
God the Father, as moved with compassion at 
the sight of the whole human race ruined by 
sin, brought into present misery, and made 
obnoxious to eternal destruction. He deter- 
mined, therefore, to shew his heavenly mercy 
by contriving a mode in which, without injury 
to his justice, he might honourably pardon 
transgressors, through the atonement of his own 
divine Son. And that he might accept, as well 
as pardon, he provided a righteousness to be 
wrought out also by him, which being imputed 
to the believing soul, that soul would be 
rendered not only innocent of crime by the 
atonement, but actually lovely and acceptable 
by the Saviour's righteousness. In order too 
that these advantages might not be lost any 
rhore, he entered into covenant in behalf of his 
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chosen ones with the mighty Redeemer, by 
which the elect were considered in him, and he 
undertook to perform all their part for them. 
This renders it just and right that he should 
take his redeemed sons to glory, and fix them 
beyond the power of falling, for ever, in the 
joys which flow at his right hand. This is 
grace, reigning through righteousness unto 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Ought such grace to be refused ? 

As a counterpart to this, we behold the Son, 
who, '^ being in the form of God, thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God," emptying him- 
self of his divine glory, taking the form of a 
servant, and '' being found in fashion as a man, 
becoming obedient, even to the death of the 
cross." He had engaged to take upon himself 
human nature, and in the nature of man to die, 
as a sacrifice for sin. To this wonderful act of 
condescending goodness, the Deity, united to 
his humanity, gave an infinite value. So that 
now, God having laid upon him the iniquity of 
us all, every believer in him becomes a partaker 
of all the benefiu he thus obtained. While all 
who reject this atonement, and this rigfateotiii- 
ness, become doubly guilty ; first, by breaking 
the law, and again by refusing fbe gospel and 

1 9 
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its rich grace, its pardon, and its r^ht€ousnes9. 
" Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, though he was rich, yet for our sakes be- 
came poor, that we through his poverty might 
be made rich." Thus he is hymned in the 
regions of bliss and glory, as having " redeemed 
us by his blood, and made us kings and priests 
unto God." At great hazard is this form of 
mercy refused, as there remains no more sacri. 
fice for sin. 

As all this grace can have no efficacy unless 
received and applied, which is the office of 
faith, when it comes to rely upon the Saviour; 
and as the debased mind of man has no inclina- 
tion for such grace, all the provision- of mercy 
in the Father's love and the Son's atonement, 
would, in fact, be lost and unavailing, were not 
another contrivance added to this scheme. 
This is the work of the Holy Spirit; who un- 
dertakes to illuminate and renovate, the minds 
of the elect, and lead them to desire salvation, 
and submit to seek it through the atonement, 
righteousness, and mediation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whom God hath set forth a propitiation 
ibrsin. This work of the Spirit is that which 
gites efficiency to the other parts of the plan. 
We ought deeply to feel our obligation to him ; 
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and rejoice, as we find ourselves made the temple 
of God, by the indwelling of the Holy Ghost* 

His whole work does not consist in bringing^ 
and enabling, souls to believe in Christ for salva^ 
tion. He dwells in the souls whom he thus rege* 
nerates ; and thus carries on that grand work of 
sanctification which is to make them meet for 
the inheritance of the saints in light. His ope- 
rations are incessant, powerful, and efficient. 
We are thus kept, by the power of God, through 
faith^ unto salvation. May the love of the 
Spirit ever fill and animate our hearts. To 
resist the Holy Ghost is to insure our own 
destruction. 

Thus id this threefold cord entwined, in a 

manner which prevents its breaking. " Whom 

he did foreknow, them he also did predestinate 

to be informed to the image of his Son ; whom 

he did predestinate, them he also called ; whom 

he called, them he also justified ; and whom he 

justified, them he also glorified," Rom. viii. 

S9, 30* He is a God, hitf^^work is perfect. 

The scheme is complete on every side, God 

is thus a wall of fire around his redeemed Zion. 

'^ By grace are ye saved, through faith, and 

that not of yourselves, it is the gifl of God.'* 

" Ho ! ye despisers, wonder and perish." 




\ 
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The essential character of this whole system 
is, that it is grace, and all of it comes in the 
form of gift. Such as partake of it do not in 
any mode merit it, or any part of it ; they have 
only believingly and thankfully to receive it. 
It is strange that this one circumstance, which 
one would think ought to recommend it to the 
guilty and imbecile, should form the very point 
and cause of their rejection of it ; and occa* 
sion their endeavour to form another system, a 
system in which human merit predominates, 
and to fasten it, uncongenial as it is, upon the 
Bible. If there were any incompleteness, or 
inefficacy in the system of grace, it would not. 
be wonderful if the human mind were to cast 
about its anxious longing looks for another. 
When, however, that other, be it shaped by the 
arts of sophistry how it will, comes to Be exa- 
mined, and its dependence on the merit of 
sinners, and the moral spiritual power of the 
.depraved, to be proved ; it is passing strange 
that any one shcHid be bold enough, or blind 
enough, to venture eternal life and death upon 
it. So it is, however, and it illustrates the com- 
plaint of divine compassron, Jer. ii. 13. " My 
people have committed two evils, they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and 
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have hewn out to themselves cisterns, broken 
cisterns, which can hold no water." 

The whole struggle, therefore, is in fact, who 
who shall have the glory of salvation, God or 
man. To one or the other it must be due. 
The system of grace gives it all to God, Father, 
Son, and. Holy Spirit. Every other system, if 
it wholly sets this aside, or only partially leaves 
out some of its provisions, does so far aim to 
take the glory from God, and give it to man. 
Surely such will find him in earnest, when he 
declares, "My glory will I not give to another." 
\ If this is the true state of the struggle, the 
resistance on the part of man must be rebellion, 
stimulated by pride. It is impossible that 
pride can be a good motive, or allowable with 
God, all whose schemes are calculated ^^to 
hide pride from man." It is impossible to<^' 
that rebellion can be successful, or that our 
own invented process can be allowed to set 
aside that which God has established, and in 
which he has abounded towacd us in all wisdom 
and prudence. 

Be seriously impressed ^hen with the guilt 
of such resistance; and remember that the 
thought of such foolishness is sin. That wan- 
dering of the mind into unrevealed speculations. 
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that disrelish of divine statements which causes 
the mind to deny or neglect that which is re- 
vealed, not only cannot be innocent, as the vain 
heart is desirous to suppose, but must be exceed- 
ingly offensive to the Spirit of truth, and make 
the soul that indulges in it, deeply guilty. 

If you have been kept from such vain surmises, 
of philosophy falsely so called, have been pre- 
served in a veneration' for the oracles of God, 
esteem it a great advantage and a great favour,.^ 
from Him who has access to the spirits of all 
men. Abide by the Bible tiU those who oppose 
it produce something more reasonable; yes, 
more reasonable, more clear, and more autho- 
ritative. It is but common prudence, in a 
storm, to hold by your anchor, or steer by a 
chart. Speculative navigation in unknown 
rAas is always hazardous ; yet a man ^o has 
knowledge and eyes may manage, with, care, to 
keep from shipwreck. In religious researches 
we have only one guide ; to neglect that is to 
make shipwreck JM>th of faith and a good con- 
science. . ^ 

If you have been betrayed to trust your reason 
on subjects which must have revelation for j^ 
guide, wisdom will say. Humble yourself, and 
return to that light, which in mercy is given in 
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our darkness to guide us in a safe path. 
Reason is admirable as a servant to Revelation ; 
but, if'it assumes to set up for itself, and domi- 
neer, its utter inability will soon be apparent. 
Yet, perhaps, not soon enough to jSrevent awful 
and eternal damage to your immortal soul. 

In all your researches, on points like these, the 
best wish is, " That the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, 
and the commumion of the Holy Spirit, may 
be with you." Amen. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

I HAVE all along closely connected the de^- 
nial of the deity of the Saviour with the rejec- 
tion of his atonement. It is not unfair to 
Socinianism so to do ; for such a principle 
leads to it; and the intellig«tt are aware of, 
and avow it. Yet I can form the idea of a 
serious mind, which Is ill-informed on the sub- 
ject of the Trinity, being (however inconsistent- 
ly) brought to rely on the Saviour, his blood, 
and righteousness, truly, though indistinctly. 

System and feelings sometimes disagree. I 
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should be sorry to distress any serious person ' 
thus trusting. I can'^tertain hope of such as 
commit their souls' to Jesus by a faith that 
cleaves ; as I am persuaded he will not^ in such 
a case, cast o&t. ^ 

But I fear such cases are few\: the principle 
of Socinianism, in denying the deity of Christ,, 
undermines his atonement, really ; and the 
feelings which thus dishonour the Redeemer in 
his person are not likely to be alive to the ne- 
cessity of his sacrificial work. 

I make this avowal distinctly, that it may 
appear, beyond all gainsaying, that it is not 
uncharitabl^ness, but charity of the sweetest 
and most energetic kind, which has dictated 
ihese suggestions. May He who guides the 
arrow when drawn at a venture, and blesses 
the simplest means, make some of these hints 
useful; to the stopping, or bringing back, 
those whom the enemy was seducing into errors 
80 fascinating, fl|||ihardening, so ruinous. 



/. T. Hinton^ Printer, Warwick Squmre. 
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